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MS. HONDA/ a
MS. HONDA |
RYOLKO,
DELIVERY
FOR YOU!

CHRISTMAS IS A
' TIME FILLED WITH
GOLDEN BELLS

—




-'f_l.}m :

vl | EVEN S0, I STILL HATE SPENDING
2 CHRISTMAS EVE ALONE

| Ou, oso,

* e e DECEMBER,
A HAS o, MY DAD HAS [/ HOWAMI
. i-* - " > TOFLY N &0OING TO
o * = R  AROUND THE[| | || EAT SUCHA
* woaLo o || | [\ HueE cake
AND MY MOTHER IS b ot
LUSUALLY OUT OF '
TOWN ATTENDING

FASHION SHOWS




HEY, OID YOUu

e e

CHOCOLATE NIGHT 1S HAVING
A LIVE BROADCAST ON ITS
ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY,

CHRISTNAS EVE




aasaa

.'-"'ll LLLER S 1-+';%
@ NVJ' EVEN THOLIGH I GET Aw_

=\ T —YEAR OLDER WITH
EVERY PASSING

CHRISTMAS EVE, :
EVERYONE'S SO BUSY  §
g PARTYING_THAT I GET
) 'l AL_ TOTALLY IGNOPEDF s

H @‘* B i
ON TOP OF -THAT,. b gl
SPEND. MY;BIRTHDAY,

_*-_, HERE IN THE
—— % PANORAMA STLDIO

VERYONE IS HAVING SHSH
A HAPPY CHRISTMAS,
WHILE I STAND HERPE

4 \ _
" TONIGHT BEGINS PANORAMA
: "CHOCOLATE STUDIOS, T |
NIGHT”, A PRO- THINK THAT'S |

GRAM THAT I, THE RADIO
STATION

NEAR MY

ez | SCHOOL...

= CHOCO, SlG-
. GESTED
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CHRISTMAS IS A DAY ‘.""-.
THAT SHOLLD BE )
SPENT TOGETHER F,

B8Y LOVERS f

MY MISSION IS TO '-,h
BRING COUPLES ™,

A TOGETHER, SO THAT

NEXT CHRISTMAS §
EVE

Rl L T

I’LL HAVE SOMEONE

TO SPEND IT WITH i







A year later

'|

I8 12~

L[STEN, T\ N

% 9 | wem’ ge - A
= | ABLETO

,,,,,,,
=

) WELL, YOU |
KNOW...

7118 MR. CHOCO {4
THAT DO YOU
GAVE THAT

CAKE TO LAST
YEAR ON

| CHRISTMAS?

THE COLD

A DOESN'T!

SEEM TO
FAZE YOU AT | - o




x \/ STARTED A
PART TIME

LT WE'PE
STILL IN \I
JLINIOR HIEH!

ANYWAY T 0T A
JOB IN THE MAIL
ROOM FOR MR.
CHOCO'S PRO-
GRAM, SO MEETING

HIM MAY NOT BE
JUST A DREAM FOR
MUCH LONGER!

YOou
i COME
!L'l WITH ME
TO THE
HIGH
SCH:,CJOL




|/ IT'S ALLY

you
8ROLIGHT
us TO- |
GETHER,

BECAUSE, woOw,
| WAY TO
60!

YUP! HEE
HEE/ I cOT
A REPLY THE
OTHER DAY,
I'M 60OINE
TO &0 OUT
WITH HIM

i, 7
i, . TELL ANYONE|

RYON SURE IS LIKE
MR. CHOCO,
HOOKING PEOPLE
UP LIKE THAT!

SHE'S A
| JUNIOR
( HIGH

SCHOOL
- |

GleL, HER
/ 7, HOBBY 1S
.

/&}HE'S PROB- (A 78 SMATCHMAK-
ABLY IN HIGH ©

DEMAND SINCEND. /

CHRISTMAS IS '
NEAR, DON'T A
YOU THINK?

ey

LOOKS
LIKE RYON
DOES HER
WORK OUT

THIS FAR
TOO /.




SEEING ALL
THIS MATCH-
MAKING JUST
MAKES ME
HATE | N\
CHRISTMAS
MORE THAN T\
ALREADY DO

* ——
whooshtnnonoan

HMPH.
THIS
PERSON,
THAT
PERSON

/

y

*NOTE: KEIKI IS A JAPANESE
GIRLS FIRST NAME, 8UT IT

ALSO SOUNDS LIKE THE WORD
{ FOR "CAKE"
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OH I SEE. 80 HE LEFT ™

",
-- ’ THE GIRL HE WAS ;
ngO-FJ LEE\}JE d ?&rgf 2.'35’5 SEEING J:isr TO DATE .-;
DURING THE THING? AREN'T YOL?Z wow /
PECORDING YOU HAPPY HE
SINCE IT'S CHOSE y0g
OONE LIVE, (3} OVER HER:
THE BROAD-
CAST BEGINS

WELL, I'M SURE IT'S ™,
NOTHING TO WORRY
ABOUT,

3 NOW, LET'S 60 TO
y THE PEQUEST LINES/

-...
e,

-
- .,

.M._

HEY, WHAT
| oy 5| B
MR. CHOCO IS OBV[OLIS OrRDI- CHOCO
HE LOVES ONA8 /
BEING A
LOVE /
ADVICE DU, -

; AFTER ALL £ Q




AFTER I STARTED

TOLISTENTO BEGINNING AT 8 PM
YOLR SHOW, MR. EVERY WEDNESDAY
CHOCO, I NIGHT
5TA.¢?TED DOIN&
AMTGHAMK IN&

- MVSELF

AH % MR, CHOCO!
HA . I FAILED AGAIN,
| Va BUT I WON'T IVE
- LR My SONE
2 REQUEST IS
'LEMON SNOW".
CoTPEKO

“/me crocor | I8 \CHOCOLATE

T FAILED AGAIN, "
BUT T WON'T NIGHT

|, SONG CECLEST T,

. LEST . _
15 'LEMON .AT PANOE. o -

SNOW'.,

DIOS

HEY:
SOMEBODY
HURRY AND
&0 8uy
SOME
DRINKS FOR
THE PEOPLE
IN HERE!

WELL, I
MEAN, MR,
CHOCO AND
THE OTHERS
WILL BE
DRINKING
WHAT T gLy,
RIGHT?

SO I'M MORE
THAN HAPPY TO
&0. AFTER ALL,
T LIKE TO CALL
MYSELF M@.
CHOCO'S MOST
DEDICATED FAN,




EVER SINCE | OT HIM
...... THAT BIRTHDAY PRES-
et ENT
HIS i: ON CHRISTMAS
MOST
DEOI- LAST YEAR
CATED
- FM!

‘ DON'T EH?
/KNOW AgOUT
/ THAT. THERE

MIEHT BE \(r
SOMEONE |
ELSE EVEN

.. [\ moeEe oeoI-
-\ CATED OUT /({©
§ P>, THERE.

I 'R (T _'
THOUG %ﬂ

MEET HIM
TODPAY

pmpanmd "

-k

=
BESIDES,
I DON'T
EVEN
KNOW
WHAT MR,
CHOCO
LOOKS
LIKE...




IN THERE.

WHAT KIND
CHOCO

HE MIGHT BE
WONDER
PERSON MP,

PEALLY 15

4
OF

4 Il{

KEIKI,

HEY, )

DI
Yyou

.| FORGET
| SOME-
THING

INSIDE?

g




THE NEW

PART-
TIME &IRL
\ HERE A
7 N _ BUT SHE
\ \\ | /THE JUNIOR HIGH GOES TO |\
. W\ /  AND HiGH THE SAME |
S . 31\\ | SCHOOL ARE SCHOOL
80TH ON THE AS ME! T
_, 5 , fgﬁg gémfpgsé TOLD YOU
Rt
H—-HN!JG' i [ THAT GIRL IN PAR- Ngégo
ON/ '\ TICULAR IS ANYONE
ALWAYS COMING ELSE LIKE
TO THE HIGH
SCHOOL. YOU
HAVE TO MAKE

\HER QUIT.

YOU CAN'T ¥
EXPECT ME
TO DO
THAT




BESIDES, THERE'S
NO WAY SHE'LL
FIND OUT THAT

YOU'RE MR,
CHOCO, KEIKI.

ANYWAY, N
FROM
NOW ON I
WANT TO
RECORD
BY
MYSELF

7] [ /wears
(% R s GOTTEN
(1 EbesE | INTO YOu

ALL OF A
SUDDEN?

THE S
JUST FINE
WITHOUT
A WRITER

THERE

PN scruffle 4 : ARE YOU
SAYING. WITH-
OUT A SCRIPT,

YOU'D BE
SPEECHLESS!

v

s N e ) .':1 :'E -




i

f YE&H\\ /" GOING TO

THE HIGH WHEQE

/ SCHOOL { H
' | ARE YOU
i A g coRRE GOING?
OTHER | /
LOVE
LETTEQ?)

E A
AT WONDER 2" /1. YEAR OF BIRTH
FLUWHY THIS GRS~/ 2 BLOOD TYPE

V4| | 3. FAVORITE "IN
Vs Isgl%%e-‘;‘r@sf i rom gy e
oA . 4, FAVORITE CPRUSH, N g _
771 STEAD OF FOODS PLEASE ST~ NS B
CONFESSING . YOUR FAVORITE ANSWER =il -
HER FEEL- 'TYPE’ OF &lRL. THE FOL- \TT4 e
) LOWING: 1'..-

C SOH IT'S ALL
,; PIGHT, EVEN

FIDOD |
NOTHING,
THESE TWO
WOLILD STILL
END UP TO-
GETHER. IT'S
" ousT A
MATTER OF
TIME

I'M JUST
PUSHING
THEM IN
THE RIGHT
DIRECTION




,/ HY ARE YOU

SO ADAMANT
ABOUT STICK-
IN&G YOUR
NOSE IN
OTHER
PEOPLE'S
BUSINESS?




8UT RYON, HOW
¢/ CAN yOU saY
THAT TO ME
WHEN ALL YOU
DO 1S POKE
YOUR NOSE IN
OTHER
PEOPLE'S

QLISINES?
i

B\

HOW DARE |
YOU TALK
TO ME
LIKE YOU
KNOW ME/
YOu Just

MET ME

A
THAT cReep |\ /THOUGHT
STARING AT |1 QECOG*-)

ME AT THE NIZED
Al RADIO STA- YOU
. TION YESTER- ~ FROM
\ DAY?




LOEE:
WELL, IF
THAT'S
THE
CASE...

e

OH HO, SO THEN YOU
-DO- WORK AT THE
RADIO STATION. YOU
KNOW, THIS &lRL
STARTED MATCHMAK-

A =

D0.
Y
E ra
/
~ |lampa / TOON'T WANT TO
it | SEE YOU WAN-
| o DERING OVER TO
N THE HIGH
. SCHOOL ANY-

ING TOO, OUT OF HER/ 7

wOuLD YOU
LOWER YOUR
DAMNED
VOICE? IF
WORD GETS
OuT ABOUT
THAT, T COULD
GET SUS-
PENDED FQOW
| SCHOOL...

OH YEAH, THAT'S  YOU
RIGHT. ANYWAY, -
YOU'RE A
CHICKEN. T WORK
AT THE SAME
PLACE AS YOU

MORE TRYING TO
GET COUPLES
TOGETHER




o v
' Y THAT GUY HAS \
. /[ Agle Over- |\
e ——  5I2ED EGO
5 - N-  FROM ALL OF
THE PRAISE HE
. GETS FROM
% GleLS ONLY
-' OVER HIS FAKE

LOVE ﬁi‘y

Bl
1;ir==:'lf




o s T |
., B ad THé&T I KAORI fo ; .
“ \ngts W %N - RYON. WHO
LocLAsS |1 e WAS THAT
N 2 (/{ LOVE
KAORI IS AN < Q?\ LETTER
WAY TOO \_fkls 2y | IfT | THAT ely
STUCK UP R —L Y =\ \\j GAVE TO
TOFALL ) P EY=0 \‘ YOU FOR?
FOR SOME- KAMP -
8ODY JUST |
FROM A ~ —

e ——

you! T'LL
e| GET THEM
¢! TOEETHER,
a

] —

HEY RELAX,

| WHY ARE
g‘ﬁﬁj}g a|) HAPPEN, IT | yOu 80
|| WON'T WORK g UPSET?

f
FOR YOU! || Sl Ut

I|I : II". Kﬂogl WMT"‘

— L/ THAT GIRL
=/ HAS BEEN
Y S0 IN-

BET ITS
A BUSY |
TIME e




!

ISNT THAT [ MATCHING

B
@? W/ wow

NICE...IF T HAD, A b NC
BOYFRIEND, I/D =
NoER GET GOLD | SN 8%55,{; you
THAT TREE 8ELLS TOO, | - TWoMusT |
LAST YEAR AND MEET WITH " = BEGEL ;
ON HIM LUNDER THE .

CHRISTMAS

_~ (X \ 7 [tveee weee A\\
AN

G \ TON OF GIRLS |
2 R | WHO WERE |
.0 b
" " | THERE, ALL OF
— '. THERE?
A RYON? WHO

o v | PROBABLY
%JH, NO, IT | rarning |
on he? NO FAIR! DID | THEM WEARING
WAS IT?!

|, STUDENTS
WASN'T
o LIKE THAT parade YOU MEET| . 7/ &OLD BELLS
' AT ALL! f SOMEONE| | i
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EXACTLY! IT'M NOT
INTERESTED IN
GETTING A &0OLD
BELL FROM AGUY. 1

wAY TO DO

8UT YOUu STUFF AT
cantiove 1\ VEze e croco. THE RA0IO

SOMEONE STATION

FROM THE | £ ACROSS
b RADIO | THE

STREET

WHAT DO YOU MEAN

( "MAYBE NOT” —- OF
COURSE YOU CAN'T!
ANYWAY T WONDER

ABOUT THAT LOVE ADVICE

SHOW OF HIS.

a @ -
; a

.....
selve
.....

seelriee

IT JUST DOESN'T
FEEL THAT
SINCERE

'M
SORRY,
I DIDN'T

MEAN
INSULT 10O

MR.

il
alreat
alredl



s

[ SURPRISED,
IT LOOKED

J|  LIKE YOU
VY1, TWO weee
/7 ABOUT TO

A\

TALKING
ABOUT
MR.

T SUDDENLY CHOCO
PEMEMBERED
A TIME WHEN
T 6OT MAD AT
THIS GUY

WHAT
A
WEIRD

HIS NAME WAS
NAME. | OOHARA KEIKI, THE
: CLURB LEADER

BUT RYON,
"I'M REALLY
HAPPY FOR
YOU...TO
HEAR YOU
TALKING

/



_ - .
_WHAT ARE YOU \ Z \{I GUESS TH.&T'A

/TALKING ABOUT? , WHY 80OYS
/" YOU'RE 50 e OLINDS ALWAYS ASK YOU
/ POPLILAR - | NICE_ TO HELP THEM
| JouRsELElis | | 8UILD 8RIDGES TO
| THERE SOMEBOOY | | \ START
| YOU LIKE? COME ‘L g RELATIONSHIPS,
% ON, YOU CAN TELL/ |3\ (/" RIGHT? AND FOR
\ ME! ~— g~ A YOU, IT'S NO
59 y u‘ NaA ) PROBLEM TO 0O,
ENL oy THERE'S NO
2 . e S/ HESITATION
A
o = ji LL J-—,_|_ L |
= T
o |( \_Z\_/ ;Pljil ;’J \ ¢
I' # i — -
k“ IF I HAD =z
/ youe seieiT euT
AND BRAVERY, . | MAKIKO,
I'D HAVE | YOU'RE THE
PLENTY OF ONE I'M
6OLD GELLS / ( ENVIOUS OF
GIVEN TO ME £ f\\
! /A

{
/—N
/I LOVE Oue

/ _scHoOLS
/" TRADITION OF
GUYS GIVING
&IRLS GOLOEN
BELLS, AND
EVERYONE
MEETING
| TOGETHER
UNDER OUR
BUILOING'S
TREE




RYON,
YOL'PE A
WHEN YOU  LIAR
SAY you
HAVE NO
INTEREST IN

EVEN THOLIGH T PEALLY

WANT ONE
ﬂl.:}h-
. NOONE
- THOUEH I BOYFRIEND
FELL IN :
LOVE LAST
CHRISTMAS

EVE




% i ' N TR N
BB SHOCKED! .~ I U
GOING TO : [ (: I GUESS

GIVE HIM HIS THE 24TH LA T'LL GIVE A
PRESENT? DOESN'T N PRESENT TO
(NO WAY!> FALL ON A MR. CHOCO

' WEDNESDAY \ THIS YEAR
/14 THIS YEAR AN
(%
. .ﬂ{g \--__F-

" / = o« IDONT
My LOVE! . : EVEN
\ . AFFAIR | k‘ K'NOW
HASN'T | WHAT M2,
BOTTEN ANY CHOCO’S
FLIPTHER ¢ FACE
SINCE LAST - * - ! LOOKS
ye T N LIKE
i :-
“yﬁ\‘ . °
wﬁ@
|3 ¢ §
HH E
23z
AlLELS
L
& Ll;!iﬂ

i MT OUST
- | DOESN'T
i SEEM
SINCERE"

—30— "fﬁwr



SHOULD T
BOTHER
WRITING

ANOTHER
POST

CARD?

KEIKIN
PEAD IT,
PEAD IT/




I HADN'T
THOUGHT OF
SENDING HIM A
POSTCARD
BEFORE, 8UT

N

MS. PYON OF
koudtou
PREFECTURE

A SAD LOVE
SONE




TNk b

\f\'\ Wy

e e (

g

\ | |\'\ ?\I‘K\ N

s
iy

N

FLOM NOW ON
( SEND HIM
II ANOTHER
| POST CARD,

//

..'."' ﬂND MY
MY, WHAT
A 600D

| MOOD?

VR

-

\

1 I-'

\

i ik \
:II \I‘ Y\ \“‘ .
|I T '1.:., WY

FI LW
1
|i TR
| |
\ \
\
\

™~

THAT'S N
wAY TO
L youe

O

SEE THOSE
RED POOFS
ON YOUR
HEAD, I

\
DY/ WHENEVER T
? ) 1/

%




<
E HEE.
/

TE
WELL
YOou
SEE

/o
(
= -
o 56QuEE, &2
8y 23838
NHHCMHWCLG
2T g8ov-EY
T =T Q4w
N
o




hY
L /11'S NOT
N\ =/ _JUST
S = THAT/ TO
- R ME, IT
<\ | SEEMS |

LIKE A
SERIOUS |

FOR- '
/| |18 IT REALLY THAT
/ GREAT, HAVING
| SOMEONE READ |
/ YOUR POST :
CARD?

I

WHENEVER SHE MAKES THAT
" KIND FACE ...

HE MUST HAVE
|, PRETTY STRONG
FEELINGS FOR
YOU, SEEING HOW
HE ALWAYS MAKES
AN EXCUSE TO
SAY SOMETHING
TO YOu




/eut you
/ CAN'T BE
THIS
HESITANT
ABOUT
EVERYTHING
FOREVER

SN

/ TALKING
" ABOUT
your
LITTLE RED
POOFS LIKE
YOU WERE
A STUFFED
ANIMAL OR
SOMETHING'
P

L

RYON,
PERSON I
LIKE IS WITH MY

COME ON

RELATION
SHIP

~36—



N [ wew
L0 o/ Twas
NS TH?&SL& WHAT ARE ' ON YOUR
AN N Agout YOU DOING WAY TO
NLAY . | “how STOPPING WORK?
5 \ncemo || HERE
O\ | 8B~ j\/
— h IL"‘--_ - \‘_ o
; ( ad, A Y
il eoLD |
- IT DOESN'T gLl |-
/ MATTER |
/| THAT'S wHy T WHERE YOU
| HATE THE €0, ALL OF
| MONTH OF 1 | CHRISTMAS
( DECEMBER CAW .. - IEE}ﬁF %L_igl?
\
\‘.

S,

i s
_ / cHigp  *
— d_:_, s




THAT'S
BECAUSE
IT'S A
LONELY
MONTH FOR
A SINGLE
euy, RIGHT?

INWITH & | ot C %ﬁj)

youR  SEEERE - P W)

....,.
N
,".’c'{ *

2, e e Ty @
FL APl A
Pl N )
- -

e

I STILL HAVE
HOPES THAT T'LL
GET A 6OLD BELL
SOMEDAY




[ vouree sTiLL
Sa0 — e~ DETERMINED,
| EVEN IN SPITE

e —— OF YOUR LOVE
| sITuATION?

|

!I

YOU SawW
MY
POSTCARD
| AT THE
STUDIO

DION'T YOU, YOU
STUPID JERK!

[ / — £ Lo
S R 4 ( AT i WHAT KIND OF " P2==C""~y 00 peal 1y
e ' YOU'RE THE‘ PERSON WOLULD 7~ 'llll APE A PIECE
oy = | ONE SENDING | RO CetEL OF WORK!
) ,,( (== A POSTCARD PEALLY ARE
SIS et LINBELIEVEABLE.




OON'T YOU
THINK YOU'RE
OVER
IDEALIZING
HIM?

S -

HE JUST PEADS

FROM A SCRIPT.
THERE'S NOTHING A eUY LIKE THATP! MR. CHOCO 1S
SINCERE ABOUT TOTALLY KIND, LUINLIKE YOU! AT
WHAT HE SAYS OP / )
bR LEAST HE GIVES PEOPLE ADVICE

INSTEAD OF JUIST CRMICIZING. |
WHAT'S WRONE WITH ME SENDING
HIM POSTCARDS? Y

7| kNOW WHAT |
=7 youee
TALKING

3/ THAT HE'S A MYSTERIOUS A5
4 \ PERSON. DON'T YOU THINK | i\’

ll'.l
;/ IT'S JUusT |

| THAT M@. THAT'S SO eIRLS AND
e ) FANS LIKE YOU CAN
| SUPPO | IMAGINE ANY FANTASY

|

e | THEY WANT ABOUT HIM?
THAT'S WHY MEETING HIM
IN PERSON IS SLICH A

JPAIN,




DO YOU MEAN TO
TELL ME THAT EVEN
AFTER WORKING
YOUR 8UTT OFF AT
THE STATION, YOU
STILL HAVE NEVER
MET HIM? HE MUST
NOT LIKE YOU VERY
MUCH AT ALL.




%E NO., THAT

CLCAN'TIT? T
_CAN'TBE

] — CAN'T 8E, } ..::'.':.-- j_.fu

[n]

= e
= = =
I *sTILE g |
HAVEN'T MET
ME, CHOCO?
COME, HOW HUH, RYONP
,. YOU'RE
RPEALLY
EARLY

H-HEY,
WAIT A
l MINUTE
-\ RYON...

S —

.r..ah RN BN

IS HE RPEALLY
SUCH A MAN OF
MYSTERY THAT
NO ONE CAN
MEET WITH HIM?




| THEN, T
CAN MEET
HIM TOO?P!

B E S i
n .'.
I:I. .:-
c*7  THAT'S NOT TRUE,  }uet
»] THERE ARE TONS OF plet
FANS WHO HAVE MET plen

HIM... .
.-..'.
L B B |

|
L ]

MR, CHOCO MADE IT
| CLEAR THAT HE WAS | |
© 1 TOTALLY ABAINST IT J

BUT WHEN
I HIRED
YOUu,
2YON

1 DON'T
REALLY
- UNDERSTAND
' WHY




| HATE ME? |
e h |

f{ SR \ ! ;J.I | \ i
/’, i. .': .__.:; S .

e —— el e ee——

e —

BUT WHY?!

WE'RE IN \
TROLELE, 1}

— [[WHAT ARE WE
i &0IN& TO
“=|"00 TODAY?

———— e . ——
e —
- s ————
— —— I
—— = = —— -

Our WRITER IS SICK IN BED WITH
A COLD AND CAN'T MAKE IT
TODAY. BUT WE NEED SOMEONE - ; : Tk
TO SIT WITH MR, CHOCO AND X i i T, e
GIVE HIM DIRECTIONS. SO I'M i A = ‘\
LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO ;9 g : 3

FILL THE ROLE FOR TODAY.

——== =




H-HEY WAIT A

[ IT'S OKAY. RYON, SECOND!

=/ I WON'T TELL HIM

!HE NAME

!

A

SITTING THERE
I CAN'T DO IT, aﬁgocigggom
NOT IF HE
HATES ME SO

MUCH/

=~

IT'S OKAY. ALL
7/ | YOU'RE GOING TO
: % DO IS CHOOSE THE
“| NEXT POSTCARD FOR
LsDreid ﬁ: HIM TO READ.

FINALLY =%

FACE =—

HIMP! =
N

7

=
=

S UPOR

BRINEGING

i: IN OuR ¥ i~ ba~dum \ANOTHER
PITCH h T, bamdum™ | PIVE \
HITTER®, ., ésTdum  SECONDS
HERE SHE ¢
=

1 J
* NOTE: "PITCH HITTING"” REFERS TO SOMEONE

WHO 1S CALLED IN'TO DO TEMPORARY,
EMERGENCY WORK IN A COMPANY, OUTSIOE OF 45 —
THEIR NORMAL JOE RESPONSIEILITIES




THE :
COMMERCIAL £
BREAK IS 1§

;s OVER, WE'RE 1
$BACK IN 3, 2, §
P :

: ' -z -""-' LEXE L] WHAT THE .".;
e R HECK IS HEW :
- "_DG:’Né HERE:




Y

*,

M@, cHOCO
THERE'S A BOY I'VE LIKED FOR A LONE
TIME...WE'LL CALL HIM M@. T..AND HE
FINALLY CONFESSED HIS FEELINGS FOR
ME TOO. BUT THE PROBLEM IS5, MY BEST
FRIEND ALSO HAS A CRUSH ON HIM. S0
WE CAN'T SEE EACH OTHER...

\&\k\\k\\\u U”//A%{ f ~
"f

I CAN'T BELIEVE &= L
THIS. M@. CHOCO IS
PIEHT BEFOPE My  —

EYES, TALKING

_— "\%
== R
=7, .\5@ 5
AN

IRETIL
T T

T
N

/:
\
“I‘

Ry

Ll 1|JJ,.|r,

---------------------------

...............
...............
...............

WELL PYON,
[ WHAT 0O YOU

THINK ABOUT
THIS? \




M@, CHOCO IS
ACTUALLY
OOHARA
KEIKI..CAN THIS
RPEALLY BE TRUEP/

7 VTN i T e

WELL LHH... T KNOW HOW YOU \ o g i il
FEEL. YOU WANT THINGS TO  F wAiFi: fiiiii iin @J

woRk OUT FOR 8OTH youR  [I{ ) Aa it it it NsNg

WELL-UHH
H...

[

BEST FRIEND AND FOR THE S : .

B0Y YOU LIKE, WHEN IT COMES o ' ___']'
DOWN TO IT.. pize ol

ot A

THOSE TWO
HAVE A
MUTUAL
LOVE. WHY
SHOULD THAT
8E y
INTERRUPTED |




SUPPOSE E0TH &IRLS

WANTS?

THAT'S NOT WHAT I'M SAYING!

&IVE UP ON THIS eUY. WELL
THEN, HOW DOES THAT LEAVE
THE eUY AND HIS EMOTIONS?

WHAT HAPPENS TO WHAT HE

SO YOU'RE
SAYING THAT
S0 LONG AS
THINGS WORK |

OUT FOR YOU, |

WHO CARES |
ABOUT WHAT |
HAPPENS TO

ANYONE

ELSE'S

FEELINGS?

0o

AND IF IT
DOESN'T WORK
OUuT, THEN SHE
SHOULD HURRY

LUP AND DUMP THE
EUY SO SHE CAN |
AT LEAST
SALVAGE HER
FRIENDSHIP

[ IF THER
| LOVE
| BLOSSOMS,

2/
Va

THEN THAT'S

WELL KEI- MR.
CHOCO. EVEN IF

SN / / ,-\ 600D
||\ eNoueH
A

#

BLOSSOM, THEN

) YOU'LL 8E TO
BLAME FOR THE
- GIRLS'S J@“
FRIENDSHIP e
= - BREAKING LIP. ,.,-ﬂ

YOU'RE
S0
B% SELF-
v  CENTERED AND
B | GREEDY J :




(5]

AT MEP THIS IS
YOUR FAULT, IT
WASN'T MY IDEA /

TO TALK! ‘i;"'/f A | T

(e

WHY ARE THEY |
ALL PISSED OFF /

f/. \
|

)

m—

S
24 3

| BECOME |
LINEXPECT,
EDLY
: REALLY
|INTEREST

SN

.....
e
u

........

%‘
'h\
[\ | |FOR ME. FOR ONCE

WELL, IN ANY CASE,
IT WAS REFRESHING

‘a:j' I 0T TO SAY HOW
I ACTUALLY FEEL
ABOUT ONE OF
THIESE SILLY
TOPRICS.

sinatiiiey



/| ) 8e
/ SCARED |

b el
\/ R

| ARE YOU REALLY THAT DRAINED?
| HAS WORK BEEN REALLY BUSY
| LATELY? EVERYONE WAS WORRIED
. | SICK WHEN YOU WERE ABSENT THE
\\HH;,.TEVEQ! \ OTHER DAY, THE RUMORS WERE

FLYING...
[

il £ ! l /

—1_[]

frezzled



DID THAT
LUMP ON
YOUR HEAD
FROM
YESTERDAY
| GET ANY
\ BETTER?

IT'S RARE
TO SEE
¥YOU HERE
AT THE
MIDDLE

HEY, HEY! WHAT
LUMP 15 HE TALKING
ABOUT? WHAT
HAPPENED?!

WAIT, DID YOU FINALLY
MEET Me. CHOCO?!

WHAT ARE YOU

&lReLS DOING
EATING

OUTSIDE WHEN

HEY, WAIT,
RYON!

T'S FREEZING
out?
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((

I WONDER HOW
SHE'D FEEL \

ABOUT MP.
CHOCO BEINE,

T R B T T SR gy S A AT

M -

, b ":“;f‘- !n;yﬁ?.?éau._a-a wren

k"t._ 'Hf’; i A :/

Ir P I ! .
J}/ﬂ{/ ;-f % i

e

¥

i

! 2l

/

b
[

¥
IF I TOLD

WHAT SHE ‘D
SAY

et AT S e R T T T o Y
i
'
1

: SO HOW IS THAT
FMAKIKO RELATED TO
WHAT REALLY |EETTING A LUMP
HAPPENED, I\ EXACTLY?

WONDER .

-

Rl Rl e R
. =

pIp YOu
EINALLY
GET TO
TALK TO
HIMP!
THAT'S
AMAZING, |
WAY TO

THESE ARE
ALL
ADDRESSED

HER DARLINEG
KEfKI THAT SHE
LOVES 50 MUCH

AUDIENCE!

IT TURNS OUT THAT A
NATURAL DIALOGUE WAS
POPULAR AFTER ALL. PEOPLE
LOVED HEARING ABOUT HOW
KEIKO WAS EORED OF BEING |
MR, CHOCO - THE REVELATION /|  SEEMENT...
WAS A SHOCKER TO OUR

/ I WAS SURPE

YOU'D DO A

| PE-PECOPDING
OF THE

J

!

|| YOU CALL THAT |
HORRIBLE

SITUATION A
HIT |
| BROADCAST?! \

\
7
B\ j YUP, LAST

NIEHT'S
| BROADCAST
| WAS A HUGE
| HIT! WE 60T
| ONE HECK OF
| A REACTION

2]




YEAH,

8Lt KEL.. .
HE HAS ONE you El.. T MEAN, M@
CHOCO, PEALLY
SPECIAL FAN.. AND  SEE
IS BORED WITH
I THINK TS FOR ey

HER SAKE THAT HE
CONTINUES &0INE
ON THE AIR EVEN
WHEN HE'S BORED
BY IT.

HO HO HO, WHAT'S
THIS? YOU OF ALL
PEOPLE HAVE A

SPECIAL
SOMEONE?

HEY JERK,
4 WOULD YOou

STOP YAPPING
AND TELLING

HER AROUT
THINGS SHE [~

&

DOESN'T i 1
NEED TO /7~
KNOW? {/ M

T - x Q rf)’? J
2 WAHAH =
Al |
g ¥ sl aim \‘l df_,r ]

T'S TRUE, EVEN T HAVE
SOMEONE SPECIAL
THAT T CARE ABOUT

DEEPLY. |

B e

Yy /,: |




T e L

Me
/ CHOCO'S ]

(I

i
: OKAY RYON,
YOU'RE ON

AGAIN
TODAY, SO

R
=T
T
oy

i
15

DID YOU REALLY
BELIEVE THAT THE
PROGRAM WAS AN

ORIGINAL CONCEPT
OF MR. CHOCO'S?

HOW CAN YOU EE
20PED WHEN
YOU STAR IN




FZAN R
3 r._-.',_ﬁ:l[’ \%‘ % ‘{'-;‘f'
4 S Pyt . 1_.
o i = LY 1:::1
WRITER, SITS IN/FRONT; e e
~ZOF HIM DURING THE %= A
IPROGRAM AND MAKES
SURE HE‘..FDL'.LGWEJ-.&L‘L\\
W\ THE PROMPTS \ \ f
\\ ORREREERA N\ )
\ E\‘\“ i \ "\\.:' AL

I JUST RPEAD WHAT
I'M TOLD

S0 M@. CHOCO | T— \]|| o you THINK ADIO WAS
DOESN'T DO | BN ONE-ON-ONE ==~
THE RADIO COMMLUINICATION? NDEODY//
SHOW ON HIS CAN PLUN A RADIO PROSRAM

OWN BY THEMSELF, IT'S A/ '/
PROCESS THAT REQUIRES A
LOT OF PEOPLE WORKING 1:

TOGETHER

Va

DOESN'T |44
MAKE IT |7




THIS NEXT i

COMMERCIAL .~

| IS THE LAST == -
ONE FOR THIS "=

A :z 1

MY, AREN'T YOU
EETTING
HENPECKED?

| TOME
. BEING HIRED

g L .J'I,l' .
HEARD, THAT /
YOU WERE

STRONELY
_OPPOSED




'S )
r_.--z /\i WHAT A
Hf | PELIEF
IIII
| MP. CHOCO | Y
_I' DOE&N:T .II;
AFTER ALL _/,

| |

| pOsTCARDS .

| a2 g|'
a

\ | ]

HAVE THIS LITTLE
OMNE



/

| AeanFuL |
| RELATIONSHIP |

OKAY, FIVE
SECONDS

e
I WONDER WHO IS ™
TLININE IN OUT THERE

Y

N NSAgy7 S

'-‘.

.". be"dem rII
ONCE AGAIN, IT'S ;
CHOCOLATE NIGHT 4 gias




IT'S TIMES
LIKE THIS

THAT I THINK
KEIKI CEALLY
15 AMAZINE

WHEN HE'S IN FRONT OF THE MIC

HiS FACE

BECOMES MORE
LikE HOW I

o

) IMAGINE MP.

i NOW LET'S OPEN A i CHOCO'S TO BE
i POSTCARD

'\\_\\m‘.

7

LOOK,
LOOK! A
GOLD gELL!

SO YOU MEAN, ON CHRISTMAS
EVE YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO

WOMEN

( AH, THE €0LD

BELL
TRADITION!
OH I KNOW! | THOUGHT
ABOUT IT, | THAT WAS
JUST FOR

WEAR THIS &OLD 8ELL OVER
YOUR CHEST, AND CONFESS
YOUR TRUE FEELINGS TO THE
PERSON YOU LOVE? AND THE
RENDEVOUS SPOT FOR THIS 1S
UNDERNEATH THE TREE
ACROSS FROM OUR STUDIOP




I'VE BEEN GIVING

ADVICE TO SOME
COUPLES AT MY
SCHOOL, TOO

UNTIL LAST CHRISTMAS, T
ALWAYS THOUGHT I WAS
DOINE ENOUGH TO 8E |
SATISFIED ABOUT IT. 8UT
THIS YEAR,

- I WAS

WANT A
&0LD BELL
TOO

!

/ \m YOU MEAN LIKE THAT
I TABLE BELL WE SAW

WINDOW SHOPPING THAT
ONE TIMEP

N

HMM, N YEAH
MAYEE e
SOMEHTING
BIGGER,
THAT'D BE
MORE
SPECIAL




=g
THOSE WOULD
. ge PERFECT/ ||
| _/THE ONES ON il
—TOP OF THAT {3
\ NEON TREE! |

\

WHO THE HECK COULD €ET THOSE?!, 4

»
™



\‘*\\

THOUGHT YOUu
WERE, RYON!

\\\\\ \‘}%

=
........... '__‘_“:3
OH, NO, NO, T T KNEW IT/ T
TAKE IT BACK, D [ OUST KNEW
T'MSOrRY T YGU O LALIGH AT
GUESS YOU'RE | ME! T AM
NOT THE r\ LEAVING!!
OPDINARY
PERSON T

w

{ IT wouLp
1 UPSET ME IF |
YOU LEFT
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OFF THE ..
AlR

-
-

TAKING
! SOMEONE
. ) .

M SHOULD T |
| SURE bo?
IT'LL 8E | -_ /
okay | YEAH,.. FROM THE |
BEGINNING, T WASN'T [ s

SURE THIS WOULD TURN
OUT OkAY. BUT EVER

AND T DON'T SINCE WE TOOK THE
THINK YOUR EROADCAST IN THIS
TEACHERS ARE , . DIRECTION, WE'VE
TUNING INTO 157 PECEIVED TONS OF
THE P\ LETTERS FROM RYON'S
BROADCAST FRIENDS

T
/

THERE'S NO
WAY T CAN
TAKE HIM OFF
THE AlR, B8UT I
THINK IT'S ||

EUT IF ANYONE

FINDS OUT

FOR A LITTLE WHO YOU AE,

WHILE, BYON WE COULD gE
' IN TROUBLE

BEST IF YOU |
TAKE A BREAK |




SN,

{ WELL, IT'S A LITTLE EARLIER ‘\"‘\,
THAN EXPECTED, SO LET'S PLAY
A SONE& FROM THE CHRISTMAS

AID ALBUM

-

-

/
l." YEAH, EUT WHEN HE

WAS ON THE AlR |
| WITH RYON HE WAS |
DOING GREAT! [ KEIKI DOESN'T

|| SEEMINTOWHAT | ... ...
[ ] HE'S DOINe | ... ..

EVERYTHING
WAS
SUPPOSED TO

AND NOW. T
HAVE WHAT-I-

I'MSsTiLL\

A

LUNSATISFI y

WANTED, BUT _—

BE AWESOAME,
IF ONLY I
COULD SEE
M@, CHOCO

.. -




/ WraT Ace I,.-*'“/ e N FRONT OF
L[E?l'rgh[i‘[hle- | OH : ME G
TH.&NK o (T : MAIN
TO? (HE By N : '
LOOKS LIKE ELONT )
A PIRATED OF M2,

SITTING
NEXT TO

AH, THESE ARE
KEIKI'S
INSTRUCTIONS

HEY, KEIKI! WHAT
KIND OF A CRAPPY
OJ ARE YOU
ANYWAY P!

'.'"
".-
. 'MW WEARING HEADPHONES, YOU'RPE SOINS TO EXPLODE MY I
EARDRUMS WITH.THAT. BARKINGS
\I\:\.\-:\\I ..I“-.l [ TIITTY] l......ll.....'
} RN -" .h"‘s
_ﬁ‘ 1|\ & %
' ..LET'S SEE, A QUESTION
FOR M@. CHOCO! WHY 15
i, THE PROERAM CALLED
., "CHOCOLATE NIEHT"?
; PLEASE EXPLAIN/

ITETRITTIEE LT L]

WELL, THERE'S A MINT
CHOCOLATE CALLED "AFTER
EISHT*




AND WE BROADCAST AFTER B8 \\‘\J

PM, RIGHT? T REALLY LIKE THAT
KIND OF CHOCOLATE, SO 1
THOUGHT MAYEE I WOULD

NAME MYSELF AFTER THE
SWEET I LIKE SO MUCH, THE
TRUTH IS, T HAVE A HUGE SWEET

%

\ yue ) ._,a
.

|
I

atl

0O you

) *e »e LOVE SWEET
R __,,.»""" THINGS?
W, ’..’..
_."'.. OH YES, T LOVE SWEET
' THINGS, LIKE
N CHOCOLATE, AND
: :'__.I ",..’. CAKE...
. I= g
' '.'. b
- %.'ii.. .-""...
.“.‘“N. gl

I ALSO LOVE
CAKE®

; : 0}°
"NOTE: CAKE AND KEIKI'S NAME ARPE
PRONOUNCED THE SAME WAY IN JAPANESE




plip

plip

.|.x/

i

I WAS ON MY WAY HOME
FROM CRAM SCHOOL
AND I THOUEGHT I'D
STOP 8Y AND SEE YOU,
LOOKS LIKE I HAD
6000 TIMING!




WRONG:

ay

SO IT WASN'T MY
. IMAGINATION THAT

YOU WEREN'T FEELING
IKE YOURSELF, RYON,

ARE YOU
HIDING
SOMETHING |

]
SOMETHING | /
TO DO WITH | -
THE | \
HOLIDAYS?)

!

/

Z




2UT WHAT'S THE
POINT? THIS ISN'T
LIKE YOU 2YON.
YOU NEVER DEAL
WITH THIS KIND OF
STUFFE YOU'RE
SUARDED
ASAINST IT
AREN'T YOU?P

BUT WE DON'T
KNOW WHAT HER
NAME 1S,
EVERYONE'S BEEN
TALKING ABOUT HIS
UNREQUITED LOVE,




K-KEIKI IS5 MR. ::
CHOCO?! x-:_

_______

YOU AND T ARE
PIVALS NOW, HUH

LOVE FOOLS? PYON?

_._// '_h'.l' ; f}-\._, ﬂ'

THIS CO&T ﬁ'.Eh"L!.Nbé ME OF CHRISTMAS IN LONDON

i SO THAT MEANS \

ARE WE ,
SUDDENLY ) |
/
/

ARE YOU
SAYING YOU RYON
WERE SO |
WORRIED |
ABOUT MY |
FEELINGS THAT /

YOU DIDN'T
TAKE ANY I\_/
ACTION? |
/ 3

S 4




) .
i i /; |~
ri | I
K s i [ \
. I| ,-’ !4{ kk\ \
e\
ST e DON'
N L\‘*@} T
EVEN WHEN | | )
HE'S NOT L”"" \ M‘*x L
/ MR. CHOCO |- ))
PYON, T'M

[ ABANDONING THIS
LOVE FOR YOU

AN THIS 1S YOUR FIRST
]~ LOVE, RIGHT RYON?

\

—

O s L.



A »Y SHOULD 8E

H.&P%uﬁﬁ'& S;g 1.;:] fgﬁg thad
“'[ BOTHERED HEDE

| gY THIS

| MOUNTAIN

./Hf*Hﬁ- I\l OF pOST

| GUESS L CARDS?
oT \

[ ]
[ ]
L ]
[ ]
Liw T T'M 6LAD THOUGH,
g - HELLO! 2UT IF THE SCHOOL SINCE WE'VE HAD
o5 / FINDS OUT, RYON 2YON ON THE AlR
¥

RIGHT?

WILL 8E IN TROUBLE, f THE CALLS HAVE
o*® EEEN POURING IN
.

[ :
K e / ae® '\‘k
_,Z‘kdd i a®
L. o ey, ]
NE e \\:‘gﬁ’%*' Xa
S - ! WHAT :
/ s YOU'RE =
, QUITTING j\
| aur YOUR
/ GEFORE T / JOB?’:’

[
s &
L]

-\ K




WOULD YOU LET ME DO
THE SHOW WITH M@,
CHOCO ONE LAST TIME?

— e — —— ——

rd
rmour / / I KNOW IT'S BAD OF
[ WE'LL REACH SOME o1 ME TO ASK, BUT I GET
. KIND OF BREAK La THE FEELING THAT IF I
THROLIGH OR GET ONE MORE TIME TO
CONCLUSION 0O IT
/ .
/ o g
P =
L) guT I wANT Vo
, o W ’ - =, T
Bl N _ TO SIT (T 27 ';r ngffsgfw.
ACPOSS . 3 1 L—:] l
FROM KEIKI ||| ¢ I
THIS TIME I
:'L Norme, - . iegessil [ eur
: , G T | SOMEHOW I
;: CHOCO e TN Y | OUST WANNA
] P m—aif) |l o sAck IN
. ONE MORE
TIME
e :j'



'|
RYON'S |
HERE |

WHEN WE DID OUR
FIRST BROADCAST,

. Our wrITER
EUT BACK THEN, HE .2 WASN'T HERE. KEIKI
KEPT LOOKING AT LS . DID IT ALL 8Y
FOR GUIDANCE, HIS HIMSELE

EYES WERE SO |
HELPLESS LOOKING |

KEIKI STARTED §:

HE EVEN FOUND
HIMSELF A
000 PARTNER

I
5
H
B
5
N -
wiv .
¥ -
- .
i
LT -,
|
s
)
M .
.

WANTING TO I THOUGHT WE'D

DO THE ALWAYS HAVE TO
PROGRAM ALL PREPARE THE WHOLE
ON HIS OWN PROGRAM FOR HIM TO

PERFORM. BUT BEFORE
WE KNEW IT




[=

HE'S A STUBBORN _ |-
AND LONESOME
KIND OF eUY

[ IF YOU QUIT, HE'LL
8E REALLY LONELY
WITHOUT YOU

e
(@)=Y
JUST AN
THE ORDINARY SIRL QPDINARY
WHO 1S KEIKI'S &elpL?
PARTNER?
I WANT TO
FIND OUT




LOOK, LOOK, THESE
CARDS WERE ALL
SENT TO ME/

I"u,

THOUGHT I
WAS G0OING
TO |

HEY,
KNOCK
ITOFF! )




HEY, OID YOu

e e

CHOCOLATE NIGHT 1S HAVING
A LIVE BROADCAST ON ITS
ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY,

CHRISTNAS EVE




e LU
| }_ S x\_:,\___'____ 3
'l:t, ?— % M \\-\___\_\ A Y

. ANCW )L

- D) IT SNOWS
| ] { [ 4]
. | -/ L - a "
\\ rush ¢ THAT'D BE NICE

° "
S
b o
- o i
o

i ) L WHERE THE HECK HAVE
o= YU EEEN?:FFYDH’QE
LATE!




| THAT WAS
| your ‘

I WANTED TO| CAKE THIS
/YOU MEAN, (| |gRING YOU THIS CHRISTMAS
LAST f WHITE CAKE I...

| CHRISTMAS/ CHOCOLATE |
T BVE Y/ '

WAS HIS

FAN
AFTER
J, ALL
1

AS SOON AS
I PECEIVED

YEAH, THIS YEAR

CAKE IN
PERSON, IT'S
' MY PRESENT TO
You

/ YOU MEAN, MY BIGGEST
FAN, THE ONE WHO
SENT ME THAT CAKE..
RYON, THAT WAS YOU |
ALL ALONG? |

WHAT ARE YOU
TALKING
ABOUT? OF e
COLIRSE WE
ME.&N
IO, LAST YGLI em

ﬂr:HensTms EVE |
WE DID A LIVE ,.
BROADCAST |

QEJLL;\%J/)

gIGGEST \|

OHH/ IT' 5 NO FAIR, T WANT A CAKE TOO, SO TEMPTING!

¥ ir i A

-




.-"

M

/80 THAT
ME:&NS

}/

CHOCO'S
SPECIAL
PERSON IS
HIS BIGGEST

FAN

||
/) ff
; / # "i"f fs* i © /\ b
.I / ." '.’ . ﬁ’ _ | 4
| \ | f ¥ /
| you age THE| e
MOST - |, - 2T
IMPORTANT ., :.
- PERSON 0’

rustle

rustle

PRESENT FOR
¥OUu TO0O

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED DEC. 1987 - JAN. 1988 IN NAKAYOSHI



THEY LOOKED LIKE hh
THEY'D WEIGH A TON, || o
8UT AS IT TLeNS OuT ) [ A\ .
THEY'RE MADE OF THIN 2~ \ '3
PLASTIC? 1

.

m

I

Il

I

'l

| I
III

i

|

!

|
!

"NOTE: HE SAYS THE oA "¢
WORD *STYROL, A o _Sita
LESS COMMON WORD T
FOR THE SAME THING | S =

=N : " Hey, 0O you

: q-'?i \ -\‘" . | _ HAVEA

1\4'1"{"«} & Y POSTCARD?
ol (... m % !

NUNTIL LAST YEAR, | DIDN'T
REALLY LIKE CHRISTMAS,

EYTTIT R T IT TR AL L L)




s

SLERLAR LI PRI T R I T )

grennd
L]

BUT THIS YEAR IS
SPECIAL

SOMEONE TO SPEND
CHRISTMAS EVE WITH

SOMEHOW,

THAT JUST
DOESN'T
LOOK AS
SATISFYING

1
AR

HEY LOOK! THE B _
BELL TOPPERS  MEKEEESLEL
stk ol T A0 18 't
: 'J:. b"-l"} _:_ll':i-
AT

ARE MISSING!
I
N P i _'“.,," ‘

I WANT YOU

TO PEAD THIS
POSTCARD

NEXT

/

..4
o
& THIS YEAR, AS USUAL THERE
" ARE MANY &IRPLS WAITING
LUNDER THE TREE OUTSICE,
WEARING 50LD BELLS ON
THEIR CHEST
4.‘.". .:,.‘

1""’l‘vlnln-iu.. -IF‘"; IIII o

."""""lllinlrts-o-q- -."

83—
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rd f M'f"ff.l" /\‘+'...- “.‘h-.h.‘
s . q"

& EVEN THOUGH IT'S ™y
G\,\oao ey CORNY, I'D LIKE TO §
' ey oﬂge;;za PLAY JINELE BELLS IN  § ¢
3 ¢p~\“"\§“°é’" pgog:;h. HONOR OF THEM ALL  §

¥ §oi

ﬁbo\ﬁ'gg@ﬁ:’{@’ qﬁ- 3
Il %
} \ Bsele Y 4

Vo ..“:::HE!_sTms cAKE Y.

HAPPY NEW YEAR

P %[affg— Wz s, I

Qe
- -F'rnm T\lno'l'ﬂ &

dAk THEEND Yhok ¢ & o peeier

woith ey lagart (s
i






I LOVE:

DREAM-LIKE SUMMER AFTERNOONS
A STOLEN KISS, LIKE THE BLINK OF AN EYE
THE RAINY OCEANSIDE

O
o AND THEN, THERE'S YOU...

a
[
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== T THIS IS JUSTLIKE NSRS

-— CINDERELLA'S 7™
STAIRCASE {0

HERI

i
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4
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| iZ

vl

okaAY!
TODAY
YOU'VE
&OTTA HELP
ME STUDY |
ENGLISH, |
OokaAY?

—7 FOR CRAM
SCHOOL. CAN ,
YOou TQ&NSL&T&

&I’HIS FOR ME?P

. SCHOOL OR ***%. ...
" FOR REGU- LY 7 Y DAL

-"| .I .'._ S —._\.\ '\_‘.
AN E | LY A
i | \
| | ¥ ]
I - I - L
1 1 14 e = N
¥, R G i B O LY
| \\‘ - Voo
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|
) NN/ avas
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/

:, L .l ™ I‘- : e
\ % L'&Q CLM& L '..h'.:.' 3
b ‘e . o .' .

o

H 1 okay, Tooay

AlKAWA WILL BE
COMING TOO, SO
DON'T 60 HOME

WITHOUT Us/




/WE THREE
/' HAVEN'T _
WALKED :
HOME TO-WOW
GETHER ¢
SINCE WE
GRADU-
ATED
MIDOLE
SCHOOL,

WITH THE .
HIGHEST/ ITOU, THE
GRADE! EXAM
SCORPES
HAVE COME




“THE
THREE YEAH, 8UT THE
MHSKP_";: THREE OF US
CIGHT? IT'S TEERS" | WALKING HOME
" STILL LIKE TOGETHER LIKE

MAN, IT MUST 8E NICE
&0OIN&G TO A CO-ED

/ HIGH SCHOOL, IT'S
| THAT, YOU | ) THL?,&éTfE%?T SO BORING AT THE
TO SEE AN
= _o S\ AT I MISS MIDOLE
EACH OTHER SCHOOL TO SCHOOL
NOW AT GETHER ASAIN ok z -
- ceam TN v,
SCHOOL { *ﬁg N

LESSONS

ITOUKI,

.'-:'!‘. T ! | \
"NOTE: LITERALLY MEANSNTHEATHREE FRIENDS WBUT I'VE
STYLIZED THE LINE E.-IHCE ITAWORKS BETTER]IN[CONTEXT

¢.;_'_
- s %

f.»*"‘ ::"\._ Ir' < )
HUHZ v, A HEY, CAN WE
WHO MEZ 4 ISTOP fuive
ALONG WITH

THIS
FROM NOW ON/| 'ITOUKI”
" I'M ADDRESS- [THING NOW?
IN& YOU AS

YOUR NAME IS
WRITTEN, ITOU
HAJIME

-. 1“ \\\X \ (TTTIXL) :

WHAT THEREES" O\ SN REALLY AM o
¢ HECK S THE THIRD :
ARE YOU | W WHEEL HERE! :
STALKING | ] :
ABOUT? | | B .
"'.I \ \ o, - .

ees . Pobéisesssssens |-|'-|-A| ..al:
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YOU FREE
AFTER
AUGUST?

MARIN

%PMP*‘*iﬁ

S
e

S
s

[ MARIN, WILL
YOU COME
WITH US?
BUT

&
[}




/HAVE YOU AL
READY
STRAIGHTENED
YOUR SCHED-
\  uLE OuT?

!

4

f;:,ﬁ;;f}%§L;jL. ]
i/ EI ..'-j"l;»i \"' = - .,.r': H
{/: el h“@ L?“\::?m

) SOMEDAY. THOSE TWO *

>

.ﬁ

— e
¢
o o SORRY, %

A‘- 'I,.' L'. _\ . 9
) ™ /acTuaLLy,
| ) [ % -.r I u , I |I
- I'VE GOTTA | O e o%h:l'w‘ '!
8ACK OUT : THINK T |
ON YOu

7
/I DION'T 2
MEAN FOR WANT TO L WHAT? OH, A\ o )
YOU TO COME BE- GUESS IN THAT\\> % =
DO THAT, | | TWEEN CASE T'LL SKIP | "\
IT'S JUST | THEM, BE A OUT ON MY \_/‘\
.~ THIPD SUMMER
WHEEL TRAINING SO | /‘
WE CAN HANG /
K\.,1__ ouT e

CAN MAKE |

( HOW TO SWIM/
. (NO, SERI-
ousLy?>

SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
‘EEERENEEEEEEEEPT "“EEEEEEEEDR
"EEEEREEN

"EEEEEN
. "EEEEF
. - uAnr

/\ o\

d88

- . ‘EEEEEN

I JUST NEVER
LEARNED

-
] '
EEEEEEEEEAEN

EEER.
EEREER..
EEEEEEEEEER
SEEEEEEEEER
SEEESEEEEEER




/

DON'T
WORRY
ABOUT ME!

L)

YOU TWO
SHOULD
STILL 60!

MARIN, YOU

ALWAYS
WORRY WHAT
ABOUT US THE o
HELL?

MORE THAN
) ANYTHING!

Azy @

BLR
o &

IF T CAN TEACH
HER TO SWIM, ™3

SHE'LL QE A BleN>
HELP TO US IN

YOU UYS \5( 15 cOMPETI-

ARE YOU AL-

ARE LINGE- Cl;o‘u:lep TO ,
LIEVEABLE. PENLY RE-
HANG ON A CRUIT PEOPLE Mgaght’gu
MINUTE! TO YOuR cLuig i
LIKE THAT? | Sonne
cLug, T'LL
TEACH YOU!

UGH, IT LOOKS LIKE IT'S
&OING TO RAIN SOON,
fwiﬁﬁ THERE'S SO MANY DARK
¢ epag CLOUDS AND I FOREOT MY
LuncH UMBRELLA. PLUS T FOREOT

} 5}\“ 7" MY HOMEWORK FOR CRAM
i 51 SCHOOL... I'M GONNA 6O
A _.g.-:J. kb~

| HOME. SEE YA LATER!




i

ITOUKI!

you eOT |

HERE
LATE
TOO?

DON'T YOU
UMBRELLA

SOAKING
WET/

HAVE AN
EITHER?

YOU'RE
SUCH A

FORGET-
FUL DORK

ITOUKI,
THAT
DOESN'T
COUNT/

[ SEE YA I
LATER AT

CRAM
SC'-HPOL.

e

e ;
!1I . UNIVER-




| ARE YOU
AND AYA
A .
coupPLE? ("

I { i l : il £
E‘-’L—'ESIS' |'l I\ 737
SO{ \ >

50T GUESS

THAT MEANS

THAT T CAN'T
HANG OUT

WITH YOU THE

SAME WAY

ANYMORE,

HUH



ESPE-
CIALLY
WHEN
I'M e
ALONE — \\
IN ONE. be~dum
WITH: X\ Je
TOUK] =,

-

MY HEART BEAT __

i TwENOUE

IS STRONE

H TO CousH

W . ME




(’ 1S
ALREADY

IN
CLASS!

HAVE




HMMPH, T
WONDER IF
ANYTHING
EO0P RPEALLY
WILL HAPPEN
TODAY

THAT'S

WHAT T

THOUG |
HT

8UT DION'T
SHE REG-
ISTER FOR
THE TEST
LAST SES-
SION?

g OH,

SHOOT! Vit®
soreyY, it
T'VE
GOTTA
60
REGIS-

I SHOULD HAVE
* GONE TO A
A DIFFERENT HIGH

_______j.,/ ’

N\
7 TODAY 1S \" ,
THE LAST
DAY TO
PEGISTER
FOR THE
MOCK
ENTRY

Ok AY,
THAT'S
ALL

|




YOU'RE
NOT
GONNA
TAKE

BUT IT'S
RAINING
OUTSIDE







=T L3




50 CRAZY

| ] by

9 youe
\ PULSE

54

wWOuLpo

YOU LIKE i
MY '

JACKET?

shiver h

|

THOUGHT

/1T WOULD
STOP
RAINING -
5OON’ 3 F . e Thing et if Haseoetdi /

i
DY
) }}}?bﬁl}}gaﬁﬁ )

M




~SHOULD
HURRY HOME

BEFORE IT -

GETS ANY

M OwN, I\, BEELLA
anr e\ NwiTH Him

| THANKS!




ISITOKIF

(et \ /You saveo
; -
gRING IT |, _ME
Dy BACK FORGOT
 DURING MY
OUR.NEXT UMBRELLA

AT HOME

P RPN
:'..'.'.'.. w1 i

‘ THAT SOMETHING MORE

ln- .".-" : : /( .'!__.\
P f/‘f ——:'rrii-—m——?‘HAN MY LUMBRELLA HAD BEEN
{ y i
J}..ll;},,,# 11 K
. 3
& \ 7/ e
W i W ey
\\ N




I THINK I'VE SEEN

- 1S
WHY IS HE COMING |-~

SMILING

_S‘wr'r'-.ﬁ \ HIM SOMEWHERE
Pz /i \ BEFORE

.-'/--\l\
THAT WEIRCD c:wy . /

. gy o OH NO, |
S e : (I'M LATE
AGAIN! T

| WISH T
oID YOU COULD |

COME SKIP
R |

STRAIGHT
FROM
SCHOOL
fd

/]

<]
YOIJQ HOW DID

| NAME | YOU KNOW
P | MY NAME?

ARE

you A WOULDN'T..,
I !m ..'

FRESH-| HAVE

N |GUESSED,
N | THAT

HIGH

il SCHOOL |

nnnnn
]

LIKE

us2_/J)\
(

HEY, \
IGO0 TO HOLD |
HER pant THE
REGLILAR /\me DOOR
SCHOOL FOR ME!

ITOUKI j:» :




" BROWN-

THE

EYED MISS
UMINO

'\maewzx

| DIDN'T
P KNOW
(THEN

/Jhalways ¥ g‘m’-’j
MAKE THE | e I

SAME ¢

FACE,

EVEN IN 90:27

CRAM (4

\scrooL |t %)

HAHA, OH, YOU /‘\
DIDN'T KNOW
KOIZUMIZ FROM

our BOYS'S v
CLASS?

“==7 CAN Nevee
. /UNDERSTAND
WHAT MR,

ACK! CLASS

| MORIZAKI IS STARTED
‘| TEACHING IN (£5 e
MATH UNLESSNA UT ES AGO!

TN

You TN(E
NOTES/!

)

|| 14 l[




THEY GOT\
THERE LﬁTE( BANG

E

, YOU'RE

ICAN'TGE- [aTes | ANDARE

LIEVE YOU
COULD GET THE FRONT

=44
ROW?! WHAT

THROUGH 2OWF! WHA \
THE DOOR E HELLP!

WITHOUT

BEING NO-

o -

SORT THAT LIN-

7 SHATIS  DERSTAND ARE INCRED-

IBLE. EVEN
THINGS EVEN THOUGH THEY
BEFORE THEY CAME IN LATE
C®  HEAR THEM I THEY LNDER-

. GUESS STAND THE

. LECTURE

I KEEP
TRYINE TO
REMEMBER
WHERE I'VE
SEEN HIM

BEFOPRE



J:you THINK
/ 50”1

y

!

z’j}
ra

{
"-\.__‘-'-'_'-'_F'_,r.l—'
i -
T
o

I TAKE IT ALL
BACK _
(uxﬂifq?@ms
) ) W
e

)

T veLL 4 h‘-“. %ﬁ%; e




RTHEY 'VE ALWAYS

IDIOT, YOu . I6ONE TO CRAM!
60T THAT ONE SCHOOL TO-
\ Wieone! A GETHER, EVEN
" OH, )\ WHEN THEY

4 2 PEAL \WENT TO DIF-
Ly> RERENT MIDOLE

\SCHOOLS /

v

1 MY UM-

=X BRELLA




WHY DID
YOU HAVE
TWO UM-
BRELLAS
PACKED IN
Youe
BAG?

OR DID YOU
PACK IT FOR
SOMEONE

ELSE TO

YOU. AREN'T:
SUPPOSEDYS

RIDING
BIKE

-

SN\
\‘"“x : Q\\u s

X IVP

MARIN'S ALWAYS
CARRIED TWO
UMBRELLAS WITH
HER, EVER SINCE | <
MIDDLE SCHOOL.| W
MAYBE IT'S JUST/ ( (€
AN ECCENTRIC-' #=3
ITY? ..-r"l il




ITOUKI USED TO
BORROW YOUR .
. SPARE
UMBRELLA
SOMETIMES,
RIGHT?

HAVE TO THINK
ABOUT WAY

_ BACK THEN AT
) A TIME LIKE

A NOW?

T STILL
HAVEN'T_ ..
4 AGREED} I
TO 0 B




KOIZUMI

& Y Y YOSHIYUKI -
T .| IF YOU DON'T

) / e ACK! OKAY, T'LL| cOMPETE IN

DO IT, I'VE THE SWIM [
r _.,-.;/' *
JUST EOTTA  11OpAY, WE'RE /= CN|/C

CHANGE INTO ' kckINE YOU ‘

NO WAY KOIZUMINS MY SUIT..  OUT OF THELINERiACIA

1S PART OF THE (B | &72);
SWIM CLUB TOO? 8 i @/ 4
MAYBE I SHOLILDS < o= 0K

JET OUTTA
HERE...




ITOU saAID ITOUKI SAID HE 5&0#?:;
THAT?! SE- WAS cOINEG TO GOING TO
RIOUSLY?! \TEACH ME TO SWIM/ [ JOIN THE
cLug 1O
LEARN

-
B .

Y} N

I DION'T COME TO

JOIN YOUR CLUg, T
CAME BECAUSE

I‘f’-—_-\l"".-- —
SHE'S THE

ONE WHO 4
CAN'T SWIM, ( HE MIGHT E A
THIS YOU JERK! T \ SUPER GENIUS, 8UT
WAS A KOI- ‘) HE ONLY JUST
LOUSY LEARNED HOW TO
IDEA SWIM HIMSELF!
»
¥ » =
w
* % * i
* * * 73 \
X
/IF UMINO
OOINED THE
cLug TOO,
WE'D BE A
TRIO AGAIN,
HEY, YOU MEAN JUST LIKE IN
THAT GIRL WITH THE MIDOLE
LONG HAIR, YOUR SCHOOL AND
| FRIEND, WANTS TO AT CRAM
( LEARN HOW TO SCHOOL

SWIM TOO? LESSONS -



OH, IS THAT
RIGHT? MY MIS-
TAKE, I
THOUGHT SHE
| WENT HERE
SINCE SHE'S
DATING ITOU

[ I GET THE |
\FEELING THAT
I'LL BE LEFT
BEHIND AS
THEIR FRIEND \

SINCE Hi /

GLOSEP

AND AYA. -/ -

/YF:.&H,\\

ITOUKI
AND AYA
INVITED

'/.

TELLING ME

SHE
&0ES TO
A DIF-
FERENT
. SCHOOL

NUEY

%-#‘ o
Ie

PF?OB-
ABLY | .
SHOULD

i
ACK..WHY
ARE YOU

=



i "':;m% ﬁ;ﬁ‘tm@ "’"’?’""':é""“"}-"‘-? g’ji}f"-ﬁ":*};’" ! -
: ~'. : & :.."_-...I-.I*_‘ ; :...' " .,“
;i:- S *%:?»:ef.{:i B R e @L 5% i -«'i:."" r-*-";, SO IT'S JUST THE
'“-%-”%" e S8 S W LG _,;ﬁ,, ,Lﬁ %/ THREE OF YOUP T |3
; %;53- s R '5‘-?5‘"' 2 GUESS YOU'LL 8E ,
RN ' THE THIRD WHEEL /;
SRBRRA 5 ~ \@@W IN THAT TRIP. /3

/

\

ALONG 1>~
THEN YOU
WON'T BE /A
THIRD WHEEL
WITH THOSE

TWO. 8E-
SIDES, T
evr: THE




INSPIRATION "
SINGS OUT PEEP 4N ‘\
PEEP PEEF VRIS

a h
F ol

THIS T (R
YEAR'S R | -
£ \-.,h:\*

W II\'\. I‘\.‘ .‘"‘.‘
". "l\ '\I\ N
. b ‘ "'"-.__

SLUMMER VACATION.

THAT WOLILD BE
WONDERFLIL




;}.
7 HURRY,
HLIRRY
up Aya!

YOU RPEALLY JOINED THE
SWIM CLUB. IT'M IN AWE
OF YOU COMING OUT TO
/ TRAIN EVERY DAY, EVEN IN
( \ THIS INCREDIBLE HEAT
AND DURING SHMMEQ

)\"“ VMMIONF .-
{ ace you

SURE THEY
HEAT
HASN'T |
FRIED 7
YOUR #
seaN? /i

FORCED
TO JOIN
THE CLUB

THANK YOU FOR PEADING :
CHOCOLATE CHRISTMAS
AND WINK RAIN! T WROTE
THESE STORIES FROM
MEMORIES OF MY 5
(NAQKO'S) OLD FRIENDS. !
I LOVE AND MISS THEM SO
MUCH. TO THEM, | DEDICATE !
THIS BOOK! i

MARIN, T CAN'T BELIEVE |




L J
9
I. a ﬂ _ A
@ : THE POOL
] .
'-,] P vsh o EL.L. WE DID WATER
= Y 1ake SWInMING, ALWAYS
BUT US GIRLS DAMAGES i3
JUST SKIPPED LET ME, MY HAIR esiit
THE CLASS GUESS, IN :ﬁ:
SINCE WE DION'T | THE GIRLS NN

WANT THE 6UYS | GYM CLASS /= ﬁw \ L
IN OUR BATHING | PO SWIM- :
suITs MING. SO .
4 you actu- rrolf
g b.l..L.Y 0O?

GAWKING AT Us | YOU DIDN T\>/’f’ / \ gi' A
¥
WHAT OID
N1 g :ﬂl M|

SYOLIRE
SUPPOSED

\TO DIVE",




HEY AIKAWA!
WANNA
! BORROW ONE |
OF MY BATH-
ING SUITS IN

THE GIRLS

LOCKER)

POOMZ >

L=
.

/ eE
KOIZUMI! HOW MANY=% - L

_'_-;_. g P e e

TIMES DO T HAVE TO = © == ===+ -

DIVE HEREP! IF YOU
11\ GET HURT AND WE

| HAVE TO SHUT DOWN,
IT'LL 8E ALL YOUR
JFAULT/

-

SUIT AT

-~

He%?es,%igs T

T HERE!
COME ON | —=
GET BACK

TO TRAIN-
%\J[\Ni

T



THE THRES, | S
MUSKE—
TEERS

THE FOouR [ | YV A/ IN AN
MUSKE- (]
Teees /¥ Y STANT

LIMINO WILL COME 80
LONE AS SHE'S NOT A
THIRD WHEEL/

, F_.f?' i

T \sﬁ \\

3 L \ ll \\\\ *, \\
7_:;‘ ‘“f&% I"L MR = NS
..'111 L N ~\;-ﬁ}”"
L
H L -

THAT'S © &

m=ila ] =



 AND THEN:
WE'LL BE |
ALONE .

OokaAY, THIS
8Y OuR WEEK'S POOL
\ETHOD | SPONSIBILITY
L2
“onun‘ °nnuuﬂ°non METHOD ; co 2 o WILL 8E DE- Po 0°,
nuna : u:‘nn. 3 n.:nq 3 nu . o : u:ou : TEQ M‘ N E D onbonnun::
I'M AMUSED . WA{{H fz _-" ’-#_
Sng: i
YOou WELL HFEQ{.Q(L’\ ) "“‘\O/Llf;
I';'OOL,THE : k
/ FIRST - _ 8 o,
ONE TO ' ’ \ TV A
GET NG
PUSHED ) '
INTO THE = |
POOL
HAS TO -
DO ALL
THE YOU KNOW THAT 7,/ /!
STANDING AT S
THE EDGE OF o 4
THE POOL LIKE
/’ THAT IS -VEQ&;f e
i DANGEROUS-"!
% oy ,
—&a T

J

D



HOW THE A/g_

HECK AM T/ AP

SUPPOSED
TO CLEAN
THIS HUGE
POOL ALL
BY

MYSELF?
THIS IS SO

LINFAIR.

=

1607

0\

AAACHOO!

e I\

=\ﬁ“}’ﬁ\1 (&

<\ Al
; ,§ \( 29 L
AN

Y

=

s (e -'
| ceTHER |
| ey |

| you
STILL

SUCKS

WHY ARE \

| HERE?

JEEZ. ONE |
STUPID DIVE AND,
NOW I'M STUCK |
ON CLEANING |
DUTY, THIS

KOI- \
ZUMI?

'

)
1

s




THING T'M
BETTER




Ry
7 em‘ HE!S"50
COMPETITIVE, M\

/T HEARD BACK IN
/ MIDDLE SCHOOL
THATAINGHIGH.

(R THAT ITOUKI

\ \ ATED SWIMMING
BECAUSE HE

LSESSE%LHPEW N) Y| NEVER LEARNED
TOLIUSTTON v JQ‘IOW TODOIT

A .
/ »\MPET?WITH




I REALLY
ADMIRE HIM
FOR WHO

HE IS

HE'S SO
SMART AND
SUucH A 000D
PERSON

e ‘"_-._‘_‘_-_\_-_‘_‘—‘—
QFOQ EXAMPLE >

IF SOMEONE MADE

A GIRL CRY, WHETHER OR
. : NOT ._:.._‘.-':: it

E ..,.___.':_‘ :

SHE WAS HIS GIRLFRIEND o

I kg "|| "el. =
( 7N\ /EVEN THOUGH
L T THOSE SITUA-
A, /] /TIONS ARE
o "'{ OIFFICULT,

ITOUKI

THAT IT WAS A
| MAN'S RE-
SPONSIBILITY

TO DEFEND
HER




7
g\

) R

MEN ARE SO
LUCKY. YOU eUuYS
ALWAYS SEEM TO

UNDERSTAND
EACH OTHER SO,
EASILY @%
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A o B

ITOUKI

Tlo:}:) AND
= ; AIKAWA
/et F
JUST AS |
= | Awe- | COUPLE,
. SOME | DON'T
'\ AS | THEY?
ITOUKI'S

V1 &less 1
Y | OUST HAVEN'T
|/ FOUND THE
RIGHT GIRL YET,
© 8UT THEN
AGAIN T
P eE Y HAVEN'T BEEN
( SHOULOD HARD TO FIND
HAPPEN BY ONE
CHANCE, AS

| AN ACT OF



— y
7 Ff;/

. lell

~. 27

WAS KOI A
[ HELP TO |
YOU? 1T g
SEEMED
LIKE A

MARIN,,
_ |YOU'RE
_7. ,.-"OLIT l.| o j .
NE(/NCATE! |

. .. 600DCOUPLE , . __

73>

VLET'S 60

{ HOME WITH-

71 OUT MARIN,
/| AS A PUN-

N

A ISHMENT
YOUu euys

FOR KEEP-
rave 1T 50 \ND o de
e~ 6000, e
Y[ eeTTNG TO | %
Y 2 BOTOTHE | ixsh.
SCHOOL
TOGETHER

—




I I ey
wheee/  \ [
E'&QE [AREN'T | Sl

YOU | _
coine? 2OH | AR
L GOING | &
= HOME?

MARIN ANDA\

/| TARE | )

 GOINe
'sHOPPING |

aaaaa

[WHAT! gUT wry?] / AYA, DON'T \AH
( MAYRE HAJI WILL' | WORRY ABOUT
__\ COME TOO, THEN| [T, IF YOU
< IT'LL BE THE | WANNA WALK §
'AITHREE, T MEAN, | HOME WITH |
FOUR OF us, / \ ITOUKI, WE'LL chatter:

/ / - - -
RIGHT? SHOP SOME ‘;f_;, — iy
OTHER TIME! = | eyt - H |
ooEe N | EMY
NIk L | mock ]
SR ;;&;1 . EN-

BUT YOu
GUYS HAVE
ALREADY
PLANNED IT.
GIRLS ONLY
- HAVE FUN
WITH MARIN/




—\
UAST TIME
you
WALKED ./
CIGHT PAST
THE ELEVA-
TOR, EVEN
THOLIGH IT

.
HEY "WAIT LIP

ITOU/!
S S —.

bonk bonk bonk

al:/| eoe
Lol TO \

[

| TAKE |
| THE |

|S5TAIRS AV
AGAIN?——\

MAYBE -
THAT
° MEANS

O




i I
1
— . —
o ———

=" THECE wWeee
/ ‘t_'__-____f__ LONG \ i @é&m,,

" 2 o .. -~ GOING f\
/ THEY \ T STRAIBHT | .| | /

INTO THE Sk | Wetwo.
/ v

| HieHee A
Hee N N A

E.&Ll‘f:’ WELL
THEN ALLOWIME |
TO INTERPRET
Y@HPFDQE&M FOR
Y/YOU! ITTMEANS |

LTHATLYS, )
= %} /

FJ
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..... i

g

L ( ANy, what the bel(?! (]

cant belrteve you!
that's so hildrsh

and timmature!




SRR SR
e
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v.'fHAT sHOULO I

ABOUT

- ITOUKI AT A
_.. TIME LIKE |\

THIS2.

yOU IDIOT, -
\|. HOW AN
 YOU THINK

\ '

_ ﬁ L

Il
| //

~bea— dmm

W.H\ éa. dmm

ll

IW-wWHAT
I i
Angour kﬁ\\
My RN
FEEL- [ 1"
INeS | o
For / =
IToukt

T 2

(%N

I
f.f

)"%E&Ldum

//x/.»




4.'3‘__ ,"’/ﬂ -:I; (/—\I H\" . - j-;r ;,‘:J 'I.. T :
RN
v ¢ w Ll My ) -
RAIN I8 5O~ [ ,1/‘“,‘...5\3 ¥ ;.Qg 1;\_\ .

HE LOOKS LIKE SOMEONE
I'VE MET BEFORE

WHENEVER

/ YOU'RE
| AROUND,
N MISS
LMINO,
YOU SEEM

YOU'RE A §

T mace 11/ | f o aRcepr

*NOTE: PHRASE LUSED HERE IS "AMEONNA": A
WOMAN WHOSE PRESENCE CAUSES RAIN — | 36—




MY HEAFPT BEAT

15 WONDERING: IS
THIS IT?

REALLY

FICKLE

.

IT POLINDS

N

AUEUST \

.
S ——
S
S———




AH HA
HA, OH T |
FOREOT,
AYAGAIN...

e

WG giggle

[ X .

gn: | OKAY, HOW\ i 'i el
S [asouryou ! i r it
Y (mmce Tue gy, : ° ,,
S ¥ |snaeNe your i

o QY FA\ UmeeeLLa Yy 5,
P )
- \;‘ozm;\ TOOAY? / . % am

8 [ e AR

. J S
A\ N7 capeyive ME

= ©F = WVIN7

TIT i
el

= HOW ABOUT
| THE FOUR

| OF US WALK
HOME TO-
GETHER? T |

| : | THINK THAT'S |
STLL  TWANTTOGO i  gesT )

CATCH UP i
\WITH MARIN 5525@”&"#‘;” i
! . :
AEYOUTRY! ALSO WANTED 772
. ] TO WALK HOME SN
gigs.  \VTH YOU... AT




n“anunnnun

]

Dﬂn{lﬂ ﬂ-ﬂ:ﬂ- o
uﬂ ﬂﬂﬂ 0 o o
= oo oo o0

o
o
oo
o
o
o
=]

TOGETHER AT
u\‘l:liET&CH

g } . g P HEY...DOESN'T IT MAYBE
<2 MaYR LL || SEEM LIKE MARIN [\ / THOSE
X o/ eTeT A%HENCE AND KOIZUMI HAVE A S| | [ TWO AL-
"3 TO GET THEM || CRUSH ON EACH READY
s WALKED
: HOME TO- |
2% GETHER |

J

Ny

\\\\\\\\\\\
.........

I GUESS IF
THEY BOTH
REALLY LIKE
- EACH|
= OTHER,
\/THJ&T’S FINE
I

!

,BUT IF THAT'S NOT THE.
c:zs.s:—. THEN T THINK IT'D
/ BE BEST FOR MARIN TO ’/
FIND HERSELF A NICE,J;
80Y, A REALLY 6000 |
PERSON. SHE SHOULD i
HAVE HIGHER smN-/
omos s
=7

—

wOoReY,
T'LL KEEP
AN EYE ON
HER




MY PLILSE 15,

EOING OUT A
OF CON- !
mo:, *




THAT'SN \A T
JusT g G
HOW IT T\

el

:L e ij .
I\"' - N

MAYBE T AM
( THE ONE WHO
[ 1S THE THIRD

WHEEL /

COMING
/ BETWEEN
ATHE




PHOTO
ALBUM

LEAFING

AND HAVE
STARTED
THROLIGH

THE
PAGES
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KOIZLUMI

/7 T'M 80

HAVE MADE
THE WRONG
CHOICE
AFTER ALL

3

i ’.'_.‘_&\ .

',f SORRY. T |
THINK T MAY | &

ba~ f" vim
éa‘"‘!&f AN

4/

=4

”

}',/

rrou:d ||

HOW CAN I BE

SHOCKED? "} -

mpevou :
: ALONE:"
fOHIMr
of 50 QE-. '.1:_'-'.‘"..
J LIEVED, &l
Ve
ﬁ BEEN

i

w "




[l
I
I
f

I'M THE

I'VE ONE WHO
BROKEN HAS N\
Uup oueR DONE ) 0) O Say

LITTLE | SOME- |
CLIQUE d THING
8AD
Y

/ T STOLE ALL
) | " orFyoue
| THunoee

%

eUT IT'M
YOU eUYS SEEM SHOCKED, T
LIKE YOU'D MAKE THOUGHT YOUu
SUCH A 600D MIGHT ACTU-
COUPLE IF YOU i ‘ ALLY &0
_ HOOKED UP.. WM\l HOME WITH
'\ | KOIZUMI /
\ .

=
: s S
¢ o

s
C R

-

o
s

o
S
=
S
Siies

o

 /DOESN'T MEAN et ae-
A 600D RELA- CAUSE IT'S
TIONSHIP WORKING
COMES EASY OUT 50
FOR EVERYONE NICELY FOR
you

S

.
.

5
%
4
}'\_/_o



)
- [ MARN,
1S THERE
7 SOMEONE
THM you
,: Like? | fHadI sAD o

THE SAME

REALLY
KNOW |
------- \Jz
1ty
o o - ) GET TO DECIDE
swoosh _/ \ TO@ETHEQ IF WE LIKE!
I'OONT SOMEONE~_
uNDEQ

STAND, ©

e \\JJ/ W élfhésiﬂjj/ad! ﬁﬂu

IPﬂSHEWEPYﬂﬂNé

___;\.‘:LP‘L e,
. s -

\.ﬂ.ﬂ f‘vh -J;?th;q e .,Jt.n




wouLD JUST
 STAY THE WAY

'rf *;.
) )
A\
NN
R

\I

e

YOU'VE ar W, " .
ALWAYS HAD \ o e—
HAJI AND -

KOIZUM!I ALL
TO
YOURSELF
YOU KNOW

WHEN THE THREE OF u\e; O\
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