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Do you know "The Legend of the Mermaids"?

Did you know that mermaids live in the beautiful blue ocean?
‘The blue ocean is a gift to us mermaids,

Well

That's an if.

1f mermaids weren't there, what color would the ocean be?

The answer lies inside the world of mermaids, inside their legend.
"The Legend of the Mermaids.”

1000 years ago.

A mermaid princess became a human.



Before my 16th birthday starts, I have to find my beloved.
1 have to find my love.

I wonder if we'll exchange a kiss.

I

IF1 don't find my beloved before my 16th birthday.

If I can't find my love before then..

And if we don't exchange a kiss

The mermaids, all of us, we would lose the bubbles we live in inside
of the ocean.

Losing our bubbles wouldn't mean that we die, exactly.
But it would mean the destruction of our mermaid world.

It means, us mermaids would vanish from the oceans altogether.
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And that's not all.
Italso means that the evil sea witch, Wyndia would gain control of the
oceans, and plunge the world into darkness. We mermaids have been
protecting the ocean from her.

So, because of that,

If us mermaids disappear, the ocean would turn black.

Ifthe oceans are no longer blue, the entire world would plunge into
darkness.

“The fishes would too.
And so would the corals

And all of the shell-fish.

Everyone.

Everybody.

They would all die.

Al of the acean would fall to the whims of the sea witch Wyndia.

Us mermaids have been guarding the oceans from the evil sea witch
Wyndia for the last 1,000 years.



~However.
1t's been a thousand years.

And in one thousand years.

Our kind has only spoken with her once.

Andso

I've only heard rumors about the evil sea witch Wyndia.
None of us have run into her in recent years.

I've got my suspicions about her real story.

I've thought about it a lot.
That being said.
“I'm one of the mermaids of the 1000th year of the legend!?"

Without thinking, I shouted at the top of my lungs.
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Al through the blue ocean depths, my voice spread out.
It surprised the fish, and in an instant, they swam over to check on me.
However.

‘The person most surprised was me.

Today is my 15th birthday.

Ever since I heard my mom was calling out to me, I've had a bad feeling.
Itcan't be.

That I'm really the Mermaid Princess that legend says will show up in
1,000 years.

But I wonder.
If the "Legend of the Mermaid” i really true.

I would be super surprised.

But

Deep inside.

I've got this sneaking suspicion, and a feeling that it s true.

And so.



My mom said it's been maaaaany years.
Maybe it really true, but this whole thing just seems stupid to me.

Hmph.

And then my mom stared up at me with her wrinkly old face.

Bonk.

She hit me with her stick.

"Owwww-"

1 began thrashing my tail around before I could even think anything else.
"So you think what I'm telling you is some stupid tale humans talk about.”
"Whaasat? How did you know what I was thinking?"

"I just figured out what you were thinking, Shinju. based on a simple guess."
"But that really was exactly what I was thinking!"

Bonk.

1 guess it was just as my mom said, she could read my face.

"Shinju, the "Legend of the Mermaid" is really true. And youare the geniune
Mermaid Princesthe legend says would come in 1000 ye:
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My mother's eyes

Like piercing swords.

Even though it was just a joke.

Iwas trying o be funny.

1guess it really, really,really is true.
My mom's eyes told it al

It mot justthat. The evil Sea Witch Wyndia plans to conquer and rule
over the ocean with her Black Pearl"

I wonder what a Black Pear s,
Somehow, it doesn't seem like itd be nice
1 gives me a bad feeling

“Wmla basben guarding ver i e 1 prevent s merics fom
geting it for the last 1000 years

S0 this story isn' just a myth? Is really true."

VI Wi o e chocs,shed e avrhe e ocean s deening

So it wasn't justa legend.



e way she s i soundecd s houghf Wyndi wer ke over e
ocean, it would die.

And only the Mermaid Princess can protect the ocean.
"And I'm the millennium's Mermaid Princess”
My mom let out a huge sigh

105 not just forthe mermaids. Shinju. you have o protectall of the ocean's
living creatures. Their fat is in your hands.

Pang.
A jolt ran through my chest.
And i my head

“The "Mermaid's Legend” began tuming and tuing in my mind.

Once every 1000 years.

A mermaid princess turs into a human.
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But first 1 have to find my love before my 16th birthday.
My promised love.
And then

Thave to kiss him.

Bt
161 don find my rue love before my 16th birhday.
And 1 don't meet with my promised ove

And 1 dont give him a kiss

The mermaids, and everyone el lving i the ocean will
vanish,

Our mermaid world will be destroyed.

‘And mermaids won't exist n the oceans anymore.



How did | end up esponsible for everything
Iesall rally sudden,

Anyway.

Tve never even had a kis before

161 be my first kiss

And there aren't even any males in our mermaid world, so, it be my first

Besides that, being in the human world, how am I going (o get a kiss.
This all just eally pisses me off.

Tdon'tlike it

Having such a big rol.

Fim the kind of mermaid who just wants 0 have fun with humans.
And I'm notthe kind of person who does new things easily.
“Canftsomeonc change places with me and be the Mermaid Princess

instead? I don't think I'm up for the challenge of rescuing all of
‘mermaid-kind.

'said, cheerfully trying (o get out of the chore.
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“Shinju "

Bonk

“Owwww

1 got it on the head again.

My mom stared intensely at me.

“Being the Mermaid Princess isn't just about turning human. Here, hold out
your hand.

s this for me.."
“Here

And my mom put the smallest e ballin my end
Was this supposed t be partofa ecklce?

Atits core shined a small lite pink pearl.

's 5o cute! Q"
Without thinking, without remembering myself, | shricked outloud in awe.

This sure was a lot nicer than the Black Pearl of Wyndia's I'd heard about.



“With the pearl on that necklace, a mermaid s able to transform info a
human for a short while using the pearl's magic

“So if | just concentrate, | can use the magic..."
“Only the Mermaid Princess is able to use the necklace's magic."

So I haven't been the only one to use it

As it s out.

Ihaven't b withp ofus
mermaids.

Ihaven't been the only.
Ihaven't been the only one.
Ihaventt,

e

Lgetit,
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Grip.
e on gl to the pear necklace
And although | didt want i 10 be e
Lcould feel my Princess blood surge
And 1 was filld with courage and pover
Me

Inan instant,  leapt from the scas and stepped out into the human
world for the fist time.

The human world
Everyone would b so surprisd 0 scc e walking aong o o
[

lkiglong ke el 1 i gl oy s hoogh
weren rally a memmi

I felt eally amusing.

Bt could relly believ tis world was e,

It made me uncasy

But il be okay.

Yeah



Although 1 had fun in the mermaid world, the human world doestt

Bt
This s rare chance | have.

Right?

Right, of coure right

I going 0 do m best for everyone'ssake!”
1 yelled out, summaning up all my power

My pink ail

Standing on end

My chestall puffed out with courage.

But
I'wonder even if L am the Princess now, if T can really do it

L diditreally know what 10 do next
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I've got o find someone | lke,
‘Should I be the one to confess to them?

I mean, what if 1 tellthem I ke them, but the other person doesn'tlove me
back.

Should 1 kis them amyway?
1tss0 complicaed

Maybe I shouldt hury, s ot my 16thbirtday yet.

1 mean, L ony tumed 15 years old toy.

There's sl s of e

First 1 should develop some ntrest n the human world.

And fnd out whatthis "Mermaids Legend” is ll ealy about

Imean, i 1 really am the legendary Mermaid Princess who comes around
only every one thousand years, | should do things properly.

Holding out the necklace my mom gave me.
Staring at it swing before me.

The pink pearl



Shining.
‘Sparkling in my chest.

“Hey, when a mermaid turns into a human, what kind of things happen
after that?"

“Hmm. Well, Shinju, | don't think I've ever heard of a mermaid who
tumed human tuming back into a mermaid."

“What? Seriously?”
“Then again, v never seen a mermaid transofim nto @ human cither "
“What if the transformation docsn't work?"

I guess try again afer en minuies?”

“Fsee. What if the person | tur int is bad?”

Tve ot 0 sop freaking myselfout.

B

Tve gota stay brave, ust focus on his cute pink pear.

Yeah! ©

I've just gota follow mons advice, do my best to fulfil the "Mermaids
Legend and
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giveitmyall.

11 do all that, this necklace will help me out,and; its a prety cutc one
if 1 say so mysel

Yeauauah.
Somehow, Im actally rally excited aboutalltis.

*Shinu, you've got 0 lkethe hesrt ofthe person you fll i love with”
"Yeah,yeah.”

Because he's your beloved, you have to make sure you rally,rally
care about him too.

"Yeah, yeah, I getit.”

*Shina, your eloved's lips ren' ke anybody clse's, you've ot o be
sure he'sthe ight one.”

"l getit, I get it
Jeaz.
1 don't want to hear this talk again when | have another birthday.

A,y have o ettt fer you G e Mernaits
Legend!, you won'tbe able to come back to the ocean again."




The blue sea.
My beloved ocean.
That I have sworn to protect,

That somehow, Il do my best to defend, that 1l become a guardian of
justice for it.



