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Go for i, Shinju!

“The dog with him carie wastied up outside.

This s th place!

Istopped in fron ofthe gate. I stopped to check the name on the
e Ldida'

anyway.
Yeceah.

Ieracked open the door and pecred inside



It felt ke T was doing something bad, but there ws really o choie.
had to confim the magic of the pear for myself.
Ldidn't fully believe n s power.
Would I really tun back into a mermaid if I got wet?
“Hey, Shinu, what are you doing there?

I tumed around to see who had called my name, my eyes weat
wide,

T was him!

Hey, just now, h called me Shinju.
How did he know my name?
‘When 1 met him earlie | didn't introduce mysel.

How did he know who T was?
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Even so he knows who I am.

Does that mean the magic of the pearl worked?

While inreality,  had no intention of entering his home as a

magic worked.
Bt 1 had to check one more time o be sure.

“Well I thought s a frecloading relative, 1 shoulda’tjust barge i to
something...”

Ab, That was teeible. lease understand Chiro.



Tooked up to see his reaction.

o, whats i s fcloading el crp, you v never
n one 10 show

Oh good, it looks like it did work.

But..

“Lam a frecloader though.”™
1 confirmed again.

“You idiot, Shinju. Why do you keep repeating that?”
he said with a look of annoyance.

Good.
T’ a female relative staying over, a family member.
oh.

Why did I have to be a family member? No brothers gonna fall
inlove with his litle sister
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That's why while we were apart I came up with a good idea.

His name s Ryuichi Kaidou.

1 figured that ut from his home's nameplate
He has asister named Seiko.
“There was no other name.

Twonder i he has a mother or father?

“Hey, how long are you going to stay in the doorway?”

Oh,right”

‘Athis invitation, I icked off my shoes and went inside



Tih

and tumbled over agan.

Washt”

Tscraped my hip, it st

“What are you doing?"

“Ljust.”

“Come on.”

Ryuuichi stood before me offering his hand.

Heehee. O
He'salready calling me by name and taking my hand.

ways away.
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well,

would be my firs iss.
‘There are a lot of things on my mind.

Itook Ryuuichi’s hand.

Gulp.

Ryuuichi locked his big hand with mine.

‘own. but with the help of Ryuichis big hand I was on my fectin
‘moments.

He's a huge help.

“Thank you™

1said my thanks, but wat was bothering Ryuuichi?

Al of a sudden he looked locked i thought.

“What's wrong?”

“Just thinking each time I sce you you're falling down today.”

Ohno.

Did the magic not work properly?



Ifthe magic didn’t work,that would be bad, rally bad.

W-Whatto do..?

Oh yes, before it ges any worse, kecp moving along

Yeah, that's the best thing.

1 found the person 10 all n love with, got to it the next hudle.

“Um, you know,”

“Whatis i7"
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“The fte of the ocean world rests on this.

Of course I would wear a seious face, but that made Ryuuichi’s
expression tun confsed.

Butl can'tlet that affect me.

“Ilove you, Ryuichi.™

Ryuuichi's eyes went wide.

s usual smiling one.

“Thanks, 1 love you too Shinju."

Tswhathe'lsy. O

‘That means we've exchanged our vows of love!

Now all thar's et



Isthekiss.
Jr—

T'mso embarassed!

“Are you stupid?”

Hob?
Ryuuichi called me stupid?

That's his response?

Love.

Stupid.

That's no vow of love.

I've never been in love but even  know that.
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“Come on then, let’s get some medicine on that knee scrape. There’s a
first aid kit in the living room.”

“Okay.”

And Ryuuichi, once he said that, began dashing through his house at a
swift pace.

Come on! Jeez.

It’s not about to fall off or anything.
Well, it’s alright.

Until I can get to the point of love’s vow, I have to figure out how to
get a confession of love from him.

I won’t lose!

I’ll give it my all!

Oh yeah, I have to put some medicine on my knee.
These legs of mine weren’t easy to get. Gotta take care of them.
He said the first aid kit was in the living room?

Where am I now?



Click.
I opened one of the doors and looked inside.

Oh, this is the bathroom.. Wrong, wrong.

What about this room? Well it’s not the one I was looking for, but...

Wow! Q

Wow, there are pictures of fish hanging everywhere.
It’s like being back under the sea.

I’m just zoning out... huh?
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There’s a fish tank!
Without thinking I ran up to it and put my face up to the glass.
“Hi there!” Q
I’ve only been in the human world one day, but still, I felt homesick, so
I thought I’d chat with the fish.

“Huh? How is it you can speak with us?” the fish said with a confused
expression.

Yes, fish have facial expressions.
“Because I’'m the mermaid princess!” Q)
“What really?”

“Yes, how else would I be able to talk with you?” I said, holding up a
peace sign.

Clack!
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Huh?
That was the sound of the door closing.

No way, did someone hear me talking to the fish just now?

“Hey, what are you doing in here?
This is Dad’s room.

The living room’s over there, remember?”

“Um £}

I turned around and Ryuuichi and Seiko were standing there
with exasperated faces.

“Ryuuichi...”

“Why do you look so suprised?”

“I made a mistake, hahaha!”

All T could try to do was laugh it off.

“You’re acting like this is the first time you’ve been in this
house.”

“Huh? Oh well... That’s not true... hahaha...”
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In the end, laughing it off was all I could do.

At least they don’t seem to have noticed me talking to the fish.

In any case, (sigh)

I’ve got to be more careful.

But...

“Hey, how come there are all these pictures of fish?”” I asked without
thinking. That was a big mistake.

“Because of dad’s job. There’s no helping you is there?”

“His job?”

“He’s a college professor. He teaches marine biology. All he ever does
is research fish.” Ryuuichi explained clearly.

“Studying fish...”
Wow

I didn’t know there were people who did that in the human world.
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“Where is he now?”
“He’s of at some conference or something in America.”
“America...”

I see, so he’s not at home in other words.

“Hey Shinju, how come you don’t know anything about Papa’s work?”

Huh?!
It came from the doorway.

There standing in an imposing pose with her hands on her hips was
Seiko.

She was looking at me, her eyes colored with doubt.
It looks like the magic wasn’t fully working on Seiko.
Which means the magic of the pearl wasn’t 100% effective.

Man, why did I have to open my mouth about their dad?
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No use crying over spilled ink, as they say.
“Shinju, are you really related to us?” Seiko said bluntly.

“Yeah, of course I am,” I said swiftly hiding my uneasiness, “what are
you talking about, Seiko?”

“It’s just that...”

“While her dad’s away we’ll all be staying together and taking care of
her, remember?” Ryuuichi covered for me.

Looks like that’s how it’ll have to be.

“Shinju, what’s your last name?” Seiko asked me out of the blue.
Last name...

What do I do?

I hadn’t thought of one before.



Um... ’'m a princess so... the word for princess in this language is
“Hime,” so...

“I-It’s Hime-

Himeno.”

Himeno works for me. My last name will be himeno and first, Shinju.

Himeno Shinju

Yeah, I like it. It’s very cute sounding. I thought of it on the fly, but I
like it.
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But it wasn’t time to celebrate just yet.

“Himeno? Odd, I can’t seem to remember anyone named Himeno or
Shinju in our family.”

“What? Um...”

Seiko got me. My celebratory feelings vanished in a flash.
She wasn’t affected by the magic for sure.

I 'had to be careful with her.

“I’m a very distant relative.”

“Oh, are you now?”

There was no satisfying Seiko.

But, it’s not like she saw me as a mermaid.

She just thinks I’'m odd. I’'m sure it’ll be okay.

The “Mermaid Legend” says I have until my 16th birthday.

I’ve got a year left.



80
But I don’t think it will take that long.
1 did fail at my confession today, but it’s just the first day.
If it were that easy to do, the “Mermaid Legend” wouldn’t carry as
much weight as it does.
But I’m sure it will go well!
I’ve already found the one I love.

Now we just have to declare our love, share love’s kiss, then I can haul
fin back to the ocean.
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Even though today wasn’t good.
Tomorrow will be better.

I’1l take it as a challenge.

1, Shinju, am going to fight!
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