1000 years ago, the Mermaid
Princess became a human after
finding her beloved - or so says

the "Mermaid's Legend".
Now, 1000 years later, I'm
being told that I'm the

Mermaid Princess! I've got to
fulfill the Mermaid's Legend in
order to beat the evil Sea Witch

Wyndia and prevent her from
destroying my beloved world!

I'll do my best!
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Don't fall in love!

I'm not in love right now!

I'm not in love with anyone!

Don't say "you love me"!

Do you really like me?

| want someone to love!

| fell in love with my best friend!

Fall in love with me!

He's the one | love!

It is okay to fall in love?

s it bad to be in love with an idol?

Don't fall in love with her!

Do you like me?

But, you can't like me that way!

Don't love me the same way as before!

We like the same guy!

Forget about your girlfriend!

I'm sorry | fell in love...

I'm separated from the one | like!

| did it for the one | love...

A trip I'm keeping secret from my mom

| proposal I'm keeping secret from my mom
A honeymoon I'm keeping secret from my mom
Don't tell him | like him!

How to forget the one you love

Have you always been in love with me?

Let's find our love in the girs comic book library!
Let's beat our rival in the girls comic book library!
Let's be happy in the girls comic book library!
Being in love isn't funny!

On a diet for the one | lovel

The person I'm in love with is my best friend...
| heard a rumor from the one | love!

But | should be the one you like!

But, he told me that he likes mel

Don't you love me?

| love being in love...

Think about the one you love!

Please tell me you love me once again!
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Mermaid Panic



MERMAID PRINCESS Q)

Inan ocean pool,

Sun glimmering on the surface,

A white coral reef as far as the eye can see.

Far

Far

Far below the reef, in the depths of the occan,

Itis far more beautiful than the most beautiful aquamarine

In those depths is where | make my home.
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Huh?

You say it's strange to live in the ocean?
You think I'm lying?
Nub-uh,

Itisn’t strange atall

10 not a lie either.
Ireally do live in the sea
Cause I'm hal-fish!
Half-fish.

Yknow, a mermaid.

You know about mermaids, right?



Even I've read books about mermaids.

1 found one in one of the shipwrecks people left in my ocean
Um

I think it was called “Mermaid Princess” or something like that.
Ah,

oh.

Could it be,

You think Mermaids only exist in stories?

That's wrong,

They're not just in stories

We really exist

My flapping tail should be proof enough right?

My name is Shinju

lis a cute name, right?

“Translator’s Note: Shinju means Pearl,
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Llike my name a lot.

Oh yeah, in case you wondered, it’s not true mermaids never age.
Today’s my 15th birthday!

Thave very long, flowing silky hair

Shells covering my chest,

And a pink tail

T can use my tail to swim freely through the occan.

1 can also talk o fish too.

Tama fish-person

Oh! ¥
Bui,

Call me a mermaid! 1 like that word a lot beter.



1 think “Mermaid sounds way cuter.
So,

Make sure to call me a mermaid, not a fish-lady.
I'ma Mermaid! Q)

But on that subject,

In reality, I'm not just any old mermai
I'm a SPECIAL mermaid!

hehehe,

Guess what!

I’m a princess!

A princess,

A royal fish,

A Mermaid Princess,






That i to say, I'm above-average. I'm a remarkable mermaid.
A long time ago.

A super long time ago.

Deep, dep in the ocean was the Remain Shrine.

Abh

Remain was really, incredibly beautiful.

‘You can sill see its walls set in amber.

Anyway.

‘That's where I live, in that shrine.

Solfeela

How - ever.
I'm not a Princess at all. I'm totally, totally, totally normal.

I'spend my time playing with the other Mermaids and the fishes.

Today, with my Mermaid friends, I'll be throwing my big birthday

party. as promised.
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“Shinju! Shinju!”

“Shinjut"

That's the sound of my mermaid friends' voices.
In the sea and on the beach.

‘What should I do?

1It's still too early to be my birthday party.
Huh?

Ttcan't be, did I get the time wrong?
What should I do?

I haven't even gotten dressed yet

And I really wanted to wear my silver-lipped oyster hair
ormaments, | haven't gotten to wear them out yet.

Should I give up on wearing them?
Well, I really want to dress up.

“I'm sorry. I gotthe time wrong. Just wait  minute, whie I put in
my hair omaments.



“Shinju, this s no time for hair ornaments."
"Huh?"

"Shinju, your mom is calling you."

“Really, my mom is calling me?"

My mom is the head of our household of mermaids.
Even though she's been around a long time.
Nobody really knows my mom's exact age.

She lives in a cave in the back of our shrine

And she rarely ever comes out.

Yeaaaaah.

I wonder what my mom is calling out to me about.

Whatever it is, I have a bad feeling about it.
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Do you know "The Legend of the Mermaids"?

Did you know that mermaids live in the beautiful blue ocean?
‘The blue ocean is a gift to us mermaids,

Well

That's an if.

1f mermaids weren't there, what color would the ocean be?

The answer lies inside the world of mermaids, inside their legend.
"The Legend of the Mermaids.”

1000 years ago.

A mermaid princess became a human.



Before my 16th birthday starts, I have to find my beloved.
1 have to find my love.

I wonder if we'll exchange a kiss.

I

IF1 don't find my beloved before my 16th birthday.

If I can't find my love before then..

And if we don't exchange a kiss

The mermaids, all of us, we would lose the bubbles we live in inside
of the ocean.

Losing our bubbles wouldn't mean that we die, exactly.
But it would mean the destruction of our mermaid world.

It means, us mermaids would vanish from the oceans altogether.
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And that's not all.
Italso means that the evil sea witch, Wyndia would gain control of the
oceans, and plunge the world into darkness. We mermaids have been
protecting the ocean from her.

So, because of that,

If us mermaids disappear, the ocean would turn black.

Ifthe oceans are no longer blue, the entire world would plunge into
darkness.

“The fishes would too.
And so would the corals

And all of the shell-fish.

Everyone.

Everybody.

They would all die.

Al of the acean would fall to the whims of the sea witch Wyndia.

Us mermaids have been guarding the oceans from the evil sea witch
Wyndia for the last 1,000 years.



~However.
1t's been a thousand years.

And in one thousand years.

Our kind has only spoken with her once.

Andso

I've only heard rumors about the evil sea witch Wyndia.
None of us have run into her in recent years.

I've got my suspicions about her real story.

I've thought about it a lot.
That being said.
“I'm one of the mermaids of the 1000th year of the legend!?"

Without thinking, I shouted at the top of my lungs.
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Al through the blue ocean depths, my voice spread out.
It surprised the fish, and in an instant, they swam over to check on me.
However.

‘The person most surprised was me.

Today is my 15th birthday.

Ever since I heard my mom was calling out to me, I've had a bad feeling.
Itcan't be.

That I'm really the Mermaid Princess that legend says will show up in
1,000 years.

But I wonder.
If the "Legend of the Mermaid” i really true.

I would be super surprised.

But

Deep inside.

I've got this sneaking suspicion, and a feeling that it s true.

And so.



My mom said it's been maaaaany years.
Maybe it really true, but this whole thing just seems stupid to me.

Hmph.

And then my mom stared up at me with her wrinkly old face.

Bonk.

She hit me with her stick.

"Owwww-"

1 began thrashing my tail around before I could even think anything else.
"So you think what I'm telling you is some stupid tale humans talk about.”
"Whaasat? How did you know what I was thinking?"

"I just figured out what you were thinking, Shinju. based on a simple guess."
"But that really was exactly what I was thinking!"

Bonk.

1 guess it was just as my mom said, she could read my face.

"Shinju, the "Legend of the Mermaid" is really true. And youare the geniune
Mermaid Princesthe legend says would come in 1000 ye:
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My mother's eyes

Like piercing swords.

Even though it was just a joke.

Iwas trying o be funny.

1guess it really, really,really is true.
My mom's eyes told it al

It mot justthat. The evil Sea Witch Wyndia plans to conquer and rule
over the ocean with her Black Pearl"

I wonder what a Black Pear s,
Somehow, it doesn't seem like itd be nice
1 gives me a bad feeling

“Wmla basben guarding ver i e 1 prevent s merics fom
geting it for the last 1000 years

S0 this story isn' just a myth? Is really true."

VI Wi o e chocs,shed e avrhe e ocean s deening

So it wasn't justa legend.



e way she s i soundecd s houghf Wyndi wer ke over e
ocean, it would die.

And only the Mermaid Princess can protect the ocean.
"And I'm the millennium's Mermaid Princess”
My mom let out a huge sigh

105 not just forthe mermaids. Shinju. you have o protectall of the ocean's
living creatures. Their fat is in your hands.

Pang.
A jolt ran through my chest.
And i my head

“The "Mermaid's Legend” began tuming and tuing in my mind.

Once every 1000 years.

A mermaid princess turs into a human.
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But first 1 have to find my love before my 16th birthday.
My promised love.
And then

Thave to kiss him.

Bt
161 don find my rue love before my 16th birhday.
And 1 don't meet with my promised ove

And 1 dont give him a kiss

The mermaids, and everyone el lving i the ocean will
vanish,

Our mermaid world will be destroyed.

‘And mermaids won't exist n the oceans anymore.



How did | end up esponsible for everything
Iesall rally sudden,

Anyway.

Tve never even had a kis before

161 be my first kiss

And there aren't even any males in our mermaid world, so, it be my first

Besides that, being in the human world, how am I going (o get a kiss.
This all just eally pisses me off.

Tdon'tlike it

Having such a big rol.

Fim the kind of mermaid who just wants 0 have fun with humans.
And I'm notthe kind of person who does new things easily.
“Canftsomeonc change places with me and be the Mermaid Princess

instead? I don't think I'm up for the challenge of rescuing all of
‘mermaid-kind.

'said, cheerfully trying (o get out of the chore.
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“Shinju "

Bonk

“Owwww

1 got it on the head again.

My mom stared intensely at me.

“Being the Mermaid Princess isn't just about turning human. Here, hold out
your hand.

s this for me.."
“Here

And my mom put the smallest e ballin my end
Was this supposed t be partofa ecklce?

Atits core shined a small lite pink pearl.

's 5o cute! Q"
Without thinking, without remembering myself, | shricked outloud in awe.

This sure was a lot nicer than the Black Pearl of Wyndia's I'd heard about.



“With the pearl on that necklace, a mermaid s able to transform info a
human for a short while using the pearl's magic

“So if | just concentrate, | can use the magic..."
“Only the Mermaid Princess is able to use the necklace's magic."

So I haven't been the only one to use it

As it s out.

Ihaven't b withp ofus
mermaids.

Ihaven't been the only.
Ihaven't been the only one.
Ihaventt,

e

Lgetit,



2 MERMAID PANIC®

Grip.
e on gl to the pear necklace
And although | didt want i 10 be e
Lcould feel my Princess blood surge
And 1 was filld with courage and pover
Me

Inan instant,  leapt from the scas and stepped out into the human
world for the fist time.

The human world
Everyone would b so surprisd 0 scc e walking aong o o
[

lkiglong ke el 1 i gl oy s hoogh
weren rally a memmi

I felt eally amusing.

Bt could relly believ tis world was e,

It made me uncasy

But il be okay.

Yeah



Although 1 had fun in the mermaid world, the human world doestt

Bt
This s rare chance | have.

Right?

Right, of coure right

I going 0 do m best for everyone'ssake!”
1 yelled out, summaning up all my power

My pink ail

Standing on end

My chestall puffed out with courage.

But
I'wonder even if L am the Princess now, if T can really do it

L diditreally know what 10 do next
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I've got o find someone | lke,
‘Should I be the one to confess to them?

I mean, what if 1 tellthem I ke them, but the other person doesn'tlove me
back.

Should 1 kis them amyway?
1tss0 complicaed

Maybe I shouldt hury, s ot my 16thbirtday yet.

1 mean, L ony tumed 15 years old toy.

There's sl s of e

First 1 should develop some ntrest n the human world.

And fnd out whatthis "Mermaids Legend” is ll ealy about

Imean, i 1 really am the legendary Mermaid Princess who comes around
only every one thousand years, | should do things properly.

Holding out the necklace my mom gave me.
Staring at it swing before me.

The pink pearl



Shining.
‘Sparkling in my chest.

“Hey, when a mermaid turns into a human, what kind of things happen
after that?"

“Hmm. Well, Shinju, | don't think I've ever heard of a mermaid who
tumed human tuming back into a mermaid."

“What? Seriously?”
“Then again, v never seen a mermaid transofim nto @ human cither "
“What if the transformation docsn't work?"

I guess try again afer en minuies?”

“Fsee. What if the person | tur int is bad?”

Tve ot 0 sop freaking myselfout.

B

Tve gota stay brave, ust focus on his cute pink pear.

Yeah! ©

I've just gota follow mons advice, do my best to fulfil the "Mermaids
Legend and
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giveitmyall.

11 do all that, this necklace will help me out,and; its a prety cutc one
if 1 say so mysel

Yeauauah.
Somehow, Im actally rally excited aboutalltis.

*Shinu, you've got 0 lkethe hesrt ofthe person you fll i love with”
"Yeah,yeah.”

Because he's your beloved, you have to make sure you rally,rally
care about him too.

"Yeah, yeah, I getit.”

*Shina, your eloved's lips ren' ke anybody clse's, you've ot o be
sure he'sthe ight one.”

"l getit, I get it
Jeaz.
1 don't want to hear this talk again when | have another birthday.

A,y have o ettt fer you G e Mernaits
Legend!, you won'tbe able to come back to the ocean again."




The blue sea.
My beloved ocean.
That I have sworn to protect,

That somehow, Il do my best to defend, that 1l become a guardian of
justice for it.
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il protect the ocean!

Shinju, do your best.

"OF course I will
replicd, energeically

“Shinja.."

Y won' seethis marina o the beach again.

Hearing the voice o allthe mermaids got me al teary-cyed.

"l can't believe it We'll really always be scparated from now on."

‘But._But you know, | would like to know what is like to fallin
love”

"I guess so. We Mermaid girls have never experience it before."
But,

1 be okay.



My story of love in the human world.

s difficult situation, being the "Mermaid Princess", and when | read
that 1 el lke I should be researching something,

I sure il figure it out.
"l wonit give up.

[

el like my chest is burning up.

il do my best

Definitely, definitely, 'l work hard.

The pink pearl necklace over my chest shining as it sways.

il show this ocean a side of me its never seen before I depart for good.

Into the human world
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My face broke above the ocean waves.
“Its so bright.."

Glitering,

The sun,

“The waves are so beauiful

Andso.

So s the white foam against the shore.
My tail sill completely submerged.

I've got to do something about that before my first appearance on
land.

1 peck around.
Do proper check.
Humans can't be allowed to see me transform.

“Justas | thought, i's oo early in the morning for anyone to be out
here."

Now's my chanc
Bt

Somehow I'm panicked.



What should 1do
Tknow.

Only the Mermaid Princes can protec the world o the Mermaids,
My pink al paring the water.

Splash

1jump above the waves

Giltering in the sun ke  diamond.

“The gem in my necklace shining bright

And then

A sirong thought

Please

“Turn me into a human gir,
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A warm light
The sky flashes, and I've changed

And. ¢

An

At
Asaanaack! 11!
Pant pant.
Heave heave,
I

I suddenly shrick, fecling all the sudden changes 1o my body.



B
B

Tve gott reach the shore

Onee Tm on shore, Tl have 10 try ot walking.

Butfirst, Ive g0t 0 get out of the ogean, T've got to swim.
Howeer

Where my tail was, o lgs and a pink skirt have appered.
really have human legs now

No more pink il

Tt beleve it but

Treally,

cally have tumed into a human.
Ananaack. Justthinking about it freaks me out,
Ive really become human

[

1 know I've tured into a human, but now I'm even more worried
about what | have to do.
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Because 1 was a mermaid, v never wom clothes befre
And because | never had legs, T've never worn shoes

Tim gonna have 0 getsome clothes.

Afer | tumed human, 1 thought sbout that - bit to lt.
But

11 e out how to wearclothes propey.

And how o wear shoes

m

Stowly

Figure outhow 1o sand.

I've got no balang

. 50 1l probably be wobbly at

Ohhey, I stood!
1 el like e been reborn, standin here
s amazing.

Butcan fel a st of wind

Here goes,



ey to walk now.
Tkeep twisting my lgs over themselves
Twon't be able to walk ik this

My walking is 5o wabbly

Tve got o valk properly

Properly this time, withoutalmost fllng over
1 keep wavering

Bu

Thisisit

“This s how it fels to b a human el

realy have turmed nto  human,

“The ocean

“The way humans se i

Does the water always scem this serenc?
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Gentle curves.

ery beautifl.

unbelivable
The fteofthe ntire ocean rests with e, unbelevabe.
Ah..something’s brshing my check

s that he wind?

165 making my hr move ke P simming

e s e

Vm gettin resly exctd orsome rsson.

“Okay, I'mgoing 0 do my best”

1 sid acing the sea and akinga victory pose

Firs have to find the person love

But



How do find him?
Ohno.
I'mstuck already.al alone on this sandy beach

Lam relieved I was ablc to change from a mermaid ino a hurman, but
ot knowing where the person | love s puts a wrench in things.

The person love
Well o tat with, 1 should try fnding some men.
1 can't just stand round doing nothing.

v got o keep walking

Okay. Time 0 g0 find the man love!

A

My feet got stuck inthe sand, and | tmbled over.
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Walking i il hard for me,afe all.
Swimming is so much casir

Onmy.

1 gotback up,but I'm il sumbling.

B

Myam,

1 instant, rippec and hed st o 1 did’t il
“Are you alight?”

Hol?



Hub?

‘When I turmed in the direction of the vaice, there was a man standing
there.

“This was the first time I'd ever scen a man up close ik this.

He held me withhis large hands.

“Thar's what happens if you walk without paying attention.™

yeah”

He was right, I was thinking abouta o0 of things and trying to walk at
same time.

But that wasn'tthe only reason | fel






Because P'm a mermaid, 'm not used to walking. but | can’tell him
that.

“Well, take care.”
He said

He It go of me with those hands, and tumed his back to me, and
begun walking along the shore

He had a big puppy with him. He was walking his dog-
“The legend of the Mermaid”
1000 years, the mermaid princess becomes human, and

s il e 16 ity o nd soneane Sh ove,and the
swear their lov. th
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“They confirm thei love with a kiss.
1 decided! @
LI fll i love with him.
He'll be the one | love,
Yeah,
That's a ice dea.
T s0 elieved I found him so quickly.
Tm supe lucky.
1just have o swear my love to him, and give him  kiss.
Aaliht @
Now the sa will be safe.

Tmight b the greatet Princess ever.



But,
Even after deciding i would love him,

He kept walking further and further away.

“Together with his dog,they went futher and frther
‘What should 1 do?

Ohyes,

T've got o follow him quickly.

But, Tean't

sill can’t walk well, o | can't follow him.

My legs won't keep up.

Wail”
Y eried out without thinking.

on
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Oh good.
My voice reached him and he tumed back my way.
v got 10 use this chance o catch up to him.

“Thistime I was able o go without topping, so well, that I was going to
pass him a this rae.

iied o sop, but
“Assaght”

Along with that loud yeIp, slam!
Tknocked him over

“Thisis terrible. %

But it lokslike i’ going to get worse. since I had knocked him over
Wit such force, n0 one was thee 1o stop me thistime.

"



We bothcalapsd together.
On the shore,  haies bredth away from cach other.
“Lidmsosomy..”

I sammerred an spology:

He showed itation on his face

What do 1 do?

Helooks anc hundred percent done withme.

Coliding with i like this he must think ' an oddbal. That would
But, 1 can' el Him the eal eason i appened . A1l can o s apolo-
sise profusely

U0 fine i’ not that bad.
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T not the type to apologize for much.
“Thats really what he sid to me.

Well,Im glad.

*Anyway, o you have any need for me?”
o
Twas talking about fllingin love when that gy -
Iwas talking o him about falling in love and then -
s just s | thought.

As he walked away, [ stood up sraight and tall.
Sand flling from my clothes.

And ofTof me.

Tknew it would be lke this.

T got to stand up strsight and tal

Goslowly.

Falling in love.

Teant et it defeat me.



s o good lke tis
AR, hey!”

I shouted outinbis direction.

"Big brooooooother!”

Agitts voice

Seemed like she wastalking about him.

Hey

he
And e began running in s direction.
But 1 was sbout o talk to i~
"Ah-Hey. Wait justa sec..”
Yay!

1 finally stood up. Q

Again,



S MERMAD PANCT
eantdoit e doit

Ohh,not hesestbbom emotions agin

v gota restsin mysef when i comest i

e got 1o remermber thal, next i i happens

Pap

Y was sanding just fine il thought bout i again.

e ot gota ake it i and slow,build p strength in my legs.
Thats all 1 should focus on.

Bt cant.

[rm—

Novay.

No, no, no,no!



Imall wet,
Andit got my .

S0 my mermaid tail retuned.

But why?

Why did my legs tun back into a ail?

Whyyyy?

e,

T guess | didn'think about that unil now.

When [ saw him, | was stnding on dry lan.

And when I transformed. | lew up out of the water.
Big splash

‘When the water touches me, I tum back.

o can sill swim in the sea.
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Ireally did tum back into a mermaid.
Just because my legs got wet

T can sl tam back into a mermaid.
Hey.

Maybe

hen this s alldone, I can
mermaid?

Jeaz mom, why didt you el me sbou his?
Yeah

15 ke her o o tll me sommething ik this.
B

B

Irealy did tum back into 8 mermaid.

Maybe my mom just forgot

Because she's so old



Evenifshe'sspacey, she's notnormaly that weed
Bt
1 don' know that shed frge 0l m someing 5o imporant
sear

Il it e g con o e Rk
forthetime being

11 only had one shot a this human business, Id be out of uck.
already.

ihis.
Shake shake.

While st in mermaid form, | pecked over at is face - and stoke a.
glance at wht he was up to.

I started to pecr around for what 1 was searching for.
(Could he have dissppeared i an instant ke that?
Maybet he timing was bad and he sav me as a mermaid.

But then I saw him tum around to face me - sianding before him as 2
human girl.
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siste.
1 et the fcling she came to help him.

“Big broher I saw you scarching around, what ae you lookng for?”
“Oh,nothing, just now,there was a gil.”

“Ther'snobody here.”

“Yeah, seems ik ..

1 had dived undervater.

asat where | was standing before.

A,

But

wont be able o return o the human world again.

“Thats why if you'e going (0 transform into  human,
important no to be scen.

Doing otherwise is a aboo.

“Come on big brother, et go."



I guess you'e right”

And with that,the two of them disappeared across a brdge leading
from the

‘Aftera while  saw them enter into a house ofF i the distance.
“That must be where they live.

But
Now that he's gone.

L

T alone, what should I do?

Now that finaly found a person that I could al in love with.
e Gou 1t O

just had a good ides.

Maybe I've got a good head on my shoulders aferal

But

Twonder if tis will m out OK.
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Ima litle worred.

Bu

Bu

What should I do.

Lwonder i 11l be good at his.
Imnervous,

Veah.

im worried.but it can be elped
im gonna push forvard
“The fte ofthe occan workl s relying om me.
Sove ot do my best

“The Mermaid's Legend”



Anyway.
1 found the person love

Tt tums out he and my love weret far part atis e
Wellkiss

And hen

111 be OK to et t0the ocean

I held this thought tiht, clutching my pink pearl necklace.
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Go for i, Shinju!

“The dog with him carie wastied up outside.

This s th place!

Istopped in fron ofthe gate. I stopped to check the name on the
e Ldida'

anyway.
Yeceah.

Ieracked open the door and pecred inside



It felt ke T was doing something bad, but there ws really o choie.
had to confim the magic of the pear for myself.
Ldidn't fully believe n s power.
Would I really tun back into a mermaid if I got wet?
“Hey, Shinu, what are you doing there?

I tumed around to see who had called my name, my eyes weat
wide,

T was him!

Hey, just now, h called me Shinju.
How did he know my name?
‘When 1 met him earlie | didn't introduce mysel.

How did he know who T was?
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Even so he knows who I am.

Does that mean the magic of the pearl worked?

While inreality,  had no intention of entering his home as a

magic worked.
Bt 1 had to check one more time o be sure.

“Well I thought s a frecloading relative, 1 shoulda’tjust barge i to
something...”

Ab, That was teeible. lease understand Chiro.



Tooked up to see his reaction.

o, whats i s fcloading el crp, you v never
n one 10 show

Oh good, it looks like it did work.

But..

“Lam a frecloader though.”™
1 confirmed again.

“You idiot, Shinju. Why do you keep repeating that?”
he said with a look of annoyance.

Good.
T’ a female relative staying over, a family member.
oh.

Why did I have to be a family member? No brothers gonna fall
inlove with his litle sister
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That's why while we were apart I came up with a good idea.

His name s Ryuichi Kaidou.

1 figured that ut from his home's nameplate
He has asister named Seiko.
“There was no other name.

Twonder i he has a mother or father?

“Hey, how long are you going to stay in the doorway?”

Oh,right”

‘Athis invitation, I icked off my shoes and went inside



Tih

and tumbled over agan.

Washt”

Tscraped my hip, it st

“What are you doing?"

“Ljust.”

“Come on.”

Ryuuichi stood before me offering his hand.

Heehee. O
He'salready calling me by name and taking my hand.

ways away.
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well,

would be my firs iss.
‘There are a lot of things on my mind.

Itook Ryuuichi’s hand.

Gulp.

Ryuuichi locked his big hand with mine.

‘own. but with the help of Ryuichis big hand I was on my fectin
‘moments.

He's a huge help.

“Thank you™

1said my thanks, but wat was bothering Ryuuichi?

Al of a sudden he looked locked i thought.

“What's wrong?”

“Just thinking each time I sce you you're falling down today.”

Ohno.

Did the magic not work properly?



Ifthe magic didn’t work,that would be bad, rally bad.

W-Whatto do..?

Oh yes, before it ges any worse, kecp moving along

Yeah, that's the best thing.

1 found the person 10 all n love with, got to it the next hudle.

“Um, you know,”

“Whatis i7"
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“The fte of the ocean world rests on this.

Of course I would wear a seious face, but that made Ryuuichi’s
expression tun confsed.

Butl can'tlet that affect me.

“Ilove you, Ryuichi.™

Ryuuichi's eyes went wide.

s usual smiling one.

“Thanks, 1 love you too Shinju."

Tswhathe'lsy. O

‘That means we've exchanged our vows of love!

Now all thar's et



Isthekiss.
Jr—

T'mso embarassed!

“Are you stupid?”

Hob?
Ryuuichi called me stupid?

That's his response?

Love.

Stupid.

That's no vow of love.

I've never been in love but even  know that.
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“Come on then, let’s get some medicine on that knee scrape. There’s a
first aid kit in the living room.”

“Okay.”

And Ryuuichi, once he said that, began dashing through his house at a
swift pace.

Come on! Jeez.

It’s not about to fall off or anything.
Well, it’s alright.

Until I can get to the point of love’s vow, I have to figure out how to
get a confession of love from him.

I won’t lose!

I’ll give it my all!

Oh yeah, I have to put some medicine on my knee.
These legs of mine weren’t easy to get. Gotta take care of them.
He said the first aid kit was in the living room?

Where am I now?



Click.
I opened one of the doors and looked inside.

Oh, this is the bathroom.. Wrong, wrong.

What about this room? Well it’s not the one I was looking for, but...

Wow! Q

Wow, there are pictures of fish hanging everywhere.
It’s like being back under the sea.

I’m just zoning out... huh?
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There’s a fish tank!
Without thinking I ran up to it and put my face up to the glass.
“Hi there!” Q
I’ve only been in the human world one day, but still, I felt homesick, so
I thought I’d chat with the fish.

“Huh? How is it you can speak with us?” the fish said with a confused
expression.

Yes, fish have facial expressions.
“Because I’'m the mermaid princess!” Q)
“What really?”

“Yes, how else would I be able to talk with you?” I said, holding up a
peace sign.

Clack!
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Huh?
That was the sound of the door closing.

No way, did someone hear me talking to the fish just now?

“Hey, what are you doing in here?
This is Dad’s room.

The living room’s over there, remember?”

“Um £}

I turned around and Ryuuichi and Seiko were standing there
with exasperated faces.

“Ryuuichi...”

“Why do you look so suprised?”

“I made a mistake, hahaha!”

All T could try to do was laugh it off.

“You’re acting like this is the first time you’ve been in this
house.”

“Huh? Oh well... That’s not true... hahaha...”
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In the end, laughing it off was all I could do.

At least they don’t seem to have noticed me talking to the fish.

In any case, (sigh)

I’ve got to be more careful.

But...

“Hey, how come there are all these pictures of fish?”” I asked without
thinking. That was a big mistake.

“Because of dad’s job. There’s no helping you is there?”

“His job?”

“He’s a college professor. He teaches marine biology. All he ever does
is research fish.” Ryuuichi explained clearly.

“Studying fish...”
Wow

I didn’t know there were people who did that in the human world.
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“Where is he now?”
“He’s of at some conference or something in America.”
“America...”

I see, so he’s not at home in other words.

“Hey Shinju, how come you don’t know anything about Papa’s work?”

Huh?!
It came from the doorway.

There standing in an imposing pose with her hands on her hips was
Seiko.

She was looking at me, her eyes colored with doubt.
It looks like the magic wasn’t fully working on Seiko.
Which means the magic of the pearl wasn’t 100% effective.

Man, why did I have to open my mouth about their dad?
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No use crying over spilled ink, as they say.
“Shinju, are you really related to us?” Seiko said bluntly.

“Yeah, of course I am,” I said swiftly hiding my uneasiness, “what are
you talking about, Seiko?”

“It’s just that...”

“While her dad’s away we’ll all be staying together and taking care of
her, remember?” Ryuuichi covered for me.

Looks like that’s how it’ll have to be.

“Shinju, what’s your last name?” Seiko asked me out of the blue.
Last name...

What do I do?

I hadn’t thought of one before.



Um... ’'m a princess so... the word for princess in this language is
“Hime,” so...

“I-It’s Hime-

Himeno.”

Himeno works for me. My last name will be himeno and first, Shinju.

Himeno Shinju

Yeah, I like it. It’s very cute sounding. I thought of it on the fly, but I
like it.
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But it wasn’t time to celebrate just yet.

“Himeno? Odd, I can’t seem to remember anyone named Himeno or
Shinju in our family.”

“What? Um...”

Seiko got me. My celebratory feelings vanished in a flash.
She wasn’t affected by the magic for sure.

I 'had to be careful with her.

“I’m a very distant relative.”

“Oh, are you now?”

There was no satisfying Seiko.

But, it’s not like she saw me as a mermaid.

She just thinks I’'m odd. I’'m sure it’ll be okay.

The “Mermaid Legend” says I have until my 16th birthday.

I’ve got a year left.
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But I don’t think it will take that long.
1 did fail at my confession today, but it’s just the first day.
If it were that easy to do, the “Mermaid Legend” wouldn’t carry as
much weight as it does.
But I’m sure it will go well!
I’ve already found the one I love.

Now we just have to declare our love, share love’s kiss, then I can haul
fin back to the ocean.
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Even though today wasn’t good.
Tomorrow will be better.

I’1l take it as a challenge.

1, Shinju, am going to fight!



Temptation in the Bath Tub %

"Shinju, go ahead and get in the bath tub."

I could hear Seiko calling to me.

"Huh? Bath tub?"

A bathtub is like, um, something with a lot of hot water in it, right?
And if I go inside one, it'll make me transform.

What am I gonna do if I turn back into a mermaid?

What should I do?

"What's wrong? Aren't you going to go in?"

Seiko, I don't want you to see me like that...
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I agreed, happily, figuring a way out of my dilemma.
SPLASH!

I jumped in, sloshing water everywhere.

I thrashed in the water.

Making big waves to keep it away from me

It was almost like a dance.

I made tons of bubbles in the water to hide my tail.

Soon there was so many that no one could see inside of the water that I
had transformed.

No one could tell that underneath, I was still a mermaid.

I felt a big wave of relief that my secret identity as a mermaid was still
hidden.

I succesfully got inside of the bathtub.

Whoaaaaa!
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I let out a huge sight of relief.
After I transformed out of my mermaid form, I felt even better.
I didn't feel like I was going to have a panic attack.

Maybe there was a way I could use the magic of the Pearl to stay in
human form all of the time.

I'm just glad this is such a huge bathtub.

Still, it was nice to feel like myself, like a mermaid again.
"Ack!"

Oh no.

I slipped.

On my out of the bath tub.

I wobbled, trying to regain my balance.

I forced myself back upright.
I clung to the wall next to me for support.
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SLAM.

A big thud.

It was too slippery, I couldn't stay upright.
"Owwww, that hurt!"

Man, I never knew how much things could hurt out here in the human
world!

Owwww.

Throb.

My tail was hanging out of the side of the bath tub.
And the doorway was propped open.

Anybody walking by might see me.

Crap!



Huh?

I could hear someone enter the dressing room.
Who could it be?

The glass in the bathroom was too cloudy for me to see who was there.
I could hear someone creeping closer.

"Who's there?"

It was Ryuuichi's voice.

And my tail was still hanging out of the bath tub.
This is no good.

What am I gonna do?

I've gotta transform back into human quickly.
My pearl necklace...

No way, no way!
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Thunk!!

Ryuichi was about to come inside.

I stayed silent.

"S-shinju, I didn't realize you were in here. Seiko said she was going to
get you to come in but I never heard back so I just - I just thought -
Shinju I'm sorr-"

He blushed, ovbiously embarassed.

And then he left.

I couldn't get that lucky again even in 180 million years. He left the
bathroom.



And just in the nick of time, too, because I wasn't able to transform
back into a human yet.

My tail was at least underwater in the bathtub again.

Ryuuichi was only able to catch a glimpse of my face and chest.
That's all.

But Ryuuichi.

Seemed a bit weird.

‘When he looked at me, his face turned all red.

Hmm.

Anyway.

With the pearl back in my hand, I could transform back into a human.
"Shinju!"

Someone was coming back into the bathroom.

This time, it was Seiko standing before me.

88



89 MERMAID PANIC()

"Seiko?"

Her eyebrows were scrunched together.

She looked mad.

"Shinju, how could you!"

She shrieked angrily.

Yep, she was definitely pissed off.

"What's wrong, Seiko?"

"I knew that you had a crush on my brother all along, Shinju!"
"Huh..."

"And you knew he was outside of the entrance to the bathroom, you
intentionally lured him inside."

Oh no.
I couldn't believe what I was hearing from Seiko.

"Why were you trying to lure him in like that? Why would you do
that?"
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‘W-wait a minute.

"I wasn't trying to lure him in here."

"Liar."

"I couldn't even see that it was Ryuuichi trying to enter."

"When he heard that loud thud, you had to know that my brother would
come to investigate what was going on."

"How is that my doing?"
The thud she was talking about was the sound of my tail, of course.

Mermaids don't really have the concept of temptation, but I guess luring
or tempting someone is something humans get worried about.

Still.
I couldn't figure out what Seiko was talking about.
Her words weren't making any sense.

"Listen. I know what you're up to. I won't let someone like you trick my
brother."

‘What was she saying?
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What a challenging attitude.

I bet that even if Seiko understood what was going on, and knew about
the magic involved, she still would be the way she is.

But I get the feeling that's not all she's thinking.
"Hey, Seiko, do you love your big brother?

"Yeah, of course I love my brother. I've loved him ever since I was
born."

Ahh.
So that's why she's giving me such a hard time.
"But you two are siblings, right?"

"Yeah. And there's nobody in the world that's good enough for him, if
you ask me."

And then she stuck her tongue out at me.
Jeaz.
Well, I won't give up.

So I stuck my tongue out right back at her.
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And with that, Seiko huffed off.

She's so annoying.

But I'll get her to come around.

I'm not going to give up because of Seiko.
"Pbbbbbbt!"

She stuck her tongue out and raspberried me as she went on her way.
"Seiko, what the heck are you doing?"
Ryuuichi.

"Oh, big brother! Q"

Seiko immediately rushed over to Ryuuichi.
And ran to hide behind his back.

She made it seem like I was the one teasing her.
"Shinju was teasing me!"

"What! That's no true. She's the one who was teasing me!"
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Ryuuichi was trying to figure out what to do.
Ryuuichi...

Hmph.

He kept looking me over.

Huh?

But why?

I've never noticed him doing that before.

Oh yeah.

It must be because Seiko was still hiding behind him.
"Let's go, Seiko"

"Okay! Q"

And the two of them walked away.

"Hey, wait a minute!"

I yelled out.

Ryuuichi turned back to look at me.

Seiko turned back, and immediately stuck her tongue out at me again.



Even though I said something, I could already tell that it was in vein.

Was he going to just avoid me from now on?

Could it be... does Ryuuichi hate me now?

But why?

I don't understand.

I don't understand at all.

And it's not like I can confess what's going on to him.
But.

I do plan to tell him what's going on one day.

But.

Right now, he won't even meet my gaze.

What am I gonna do?
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Ugh.

This is no good, but Shinju, you've gotta do something.
Otherwise the world of mermaids is going to disapppear.

And that's not all.

The sea witch Wyndia will plunge the entire world into darkness.

And who knows what would happen to the ocean with the sea witch
Wyndia in charge...

On my chest.

A pearl necklace.

Weighing heavily.

I can feel its heaviness.

Father's room.

Creaaaaak.

Without a sound, the door opens wide.

And on the wall, a large painting of the ocean comes into view before
me.
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And there was a fishtank full of fish.
Seeing them, I felt a bit releived.
"What's wrong, Shinju?"

I could hear the fish say to me.

"Oh, fishies...oh, you're butterfly fishes, aren't you?"
"That's right, we're butterfly fish."

They were beautifully striped, black and yellow. They were tropical
fish.

Hey, what do you think I should do, should I tell him what's going on?"
Without even thinking about it, I started to cry.

"Well, Shinju, when you're in love with someone, you've got to do more
than just tell them."

"Really?"
Is that so?
1 didn't know.

"You have to consider his feelings, t0o."
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His feelings?

Ryuuichi's feelings?

"Being in love means you have to put in a lot of effort."
Without thinking, I stuck my face up against the fish tank.
I didn't even notice that I was smushing my nose against it.
"Are you putting in effort?"

"I don't even know if Ryuuichi likes me or any other girl for that
matter."

"But you like Ryuuichi, right?"

"Yes. When he was little his mom died, and so now he seems really
family-oriented and concerned for their well-being."

"I see!"

Oh.

Tcan't, I can't.

I can't talk so loudly.

I put my finger over my mouth.

"I haven't been in the human world for very long, and there's lots I don't
know."
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"I see."

In the human world, I was like a newborn.

But the butterfly fish had been around Ryuuichi for a long time.
So I thought I'd get their advice.

He really is family-oriented.

Huh?

Who was that, just now?
Seiko again?

It felt like there was someone standing in the doorway, listening to my
confession.

What a relief.
I could hear Seiko's voice from far off in the distance.
So I guess I'm safe.

It must have just been the butterfly fish.
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Peek, peek.

I looked around the room but didn't see anything.

There's no one there.

Maybe it was nothing.

Now where was 1? Oh yes.

Ryuuichi's... feelings...

I hadn't really thought about them.

If I thought he liked me, I'd be OK to tell him my feelings.
But.

It just wasn't that simple yet.

It ould be terrible to find out that I was in love with him and he didn't
feel anything in return.

He wouldn't kiss me, for sure.

"I'll be okay..."
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"Why are you being so timid? Shinju, you're the princess!"
"Yeah."

"And Shinju, everyone is waiting for you!"

"Oh, fishies..."

"Shinju, we're the butterfly fishes, and we're here for you."

The fishes swimmed around in their tank, lovely butterfly fishes so far
away from their own real home, here to support me.

I felt a lot of love.
It'll be okay.

I've just got to keep doing my best.
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It’s not just an unrequited love!

"Hey, hey, did you see the new transfer student who joined the class
next door?"

"Whaaaaat, another transfer student?! But Shinju just transferred into
our class."

"T can't believe we're getting transfer students this close before summer
vacation."

Isn't it a shock that the magic of the pearl lets me pass for a student?
I can't tell if it's just really powerful magic, or if it makes people dumb.
Anyway, since I'm 15 years old I'm in my third year of high school.

And by a stoke of luck, Ryuuichi is 15 years old too, and he's also in his
third year.

1 think it's super, super lucky...
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But it's too bad.

Ryuuichi is in a different class.

Ah.

Seiko is in her first year.

Since she's in different grade, she's in a different class too.

So at least she can't get between me and Ryuuichi at school.

I'm glad.

But.

Maybe the magic only did half of what it was supposd to?

Anyway, it would have been nice if | were in the same class as him.

But now, somehow, like Seiko and Ryuuichi I just want to get through
high school.

I really, really hope the magic pulls through for me...
"What's wrong, [zumi? You were staring off into space."

"Oh, ah, Shinju...."






Izumi is always staring out of the window, off into space.
Somehow, it makes me worried.

She's the girl who sits next to me - her full name is [zumi Imada.
Ever since I transferred into this class, she's been really kind to me.
She's kind of a reserved type of girl, but, she's really nice.
Actually, Izumi is my first friend here in the human world.

"Izumi, what are you looking at?"

"Oh, um, I-I'm not really looking at anything."

It's strange how she gets so bashful.

Hey.

Her face went red.

So L.

1 looked out of the window to see what [zumi was looking at.

And there was really nothing there.

There was just a group of people having lunch outside on the lawn.

The weather outside is really nice.
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Having lunch outside in such perfect weather must be great.

"They really aren't doing anything."

Izumi's face melted into a smile.

"Could it be, Izumi, that you like one of the people sitting out there?"

Just then, the gil who sits behind Izumi, a girl named Harumi sat down
and interrupted our conversation.

Maybe Izumi really does like someone?

"Ah, Harumi."

"Shinju, didn't you know that Izumi is involved in an unrequited love?"
I thought Harumi must be teasing poor Izumi.

"Come on Harumi, knock it off."

Izumi's face went bright red.

She looked like she might burst into flames at any time, she was fuming
so badly.

"But Izumi, I didn't think you liked anyone."
"Tha's enough. Let's change the topic."

And Izumi shifted uncomfortably in her seat.
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Harumi finally shut her mouth.
But, I think Harumi shouldn't let [zumi give up so easily.

"So changing the subject away from [zumi - Shinju, is there someone
you like?"

So now Harumi was going to question me.

Without thinking, I started to nod my head.

But.

I caught myself before I said anything out loud.

Just like I had when I was talking with the fish in the tank.
It's a lot of effort to like someone.

I can't believe I'm the only girl who likes Ryuuichi, though.

But I'm glad I had that talk with the fish, I think it made me stronger.
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"I bet he likes the kind of family-oriented girls who make boxed
lunches and stuff."

Harumi looked at the boxed lunch Izumi prepared as she opened it
"Huh, family-oriented?!"

My ears perked up.

I think I had heard that word somewhere before.

"Hey, I bet he does like family-oriented girls, boys definitely like girls
who make boxed lunches."

Both girls stared at me intently.

"That's what I think. So Izumi, with boxed lunches like yours, you've
definitely got a shot!"

Looking inside her little lunch box, I saw a neat little line of gyoza in
various colors.

They looked really delicious.
"Boxed lunches..."

"Izumi, your boxed lunches are so great they could be featured in
magazines!"

"Yeah!"



"Show me how!"

"Okay."

Izumi showed me one of her many magazines.
I bet I could be a natural at cooking.

Of course, I was just eating a sandwich I bought at the convenience
store.

"Oh course! Boxed lunches..."

"But you know, the boxed lunches can't just look great. They have to
taste great too."

Harumi nodded.

Mmmhmm.

Izumi gave me a sidelong glance.

"I see. But I already decided to give him up."
"But why?"

Without thinking, I asked.
"Because...nobody...could like someone like me."

And as she said it, [zumi turned bright red again.
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Uggghhh.
I couldn't believe her.

"But anyway, Shinju, I didn't know you had an interest in
family-oriented hobbies!

Izumi had no idea about the situation I was in. How could she
understand my problems?

But, I guess it can't be helped.

"Yeah, what's the deal with that all of a sudden, Shinju?"

Now Harumi was piling on too.

So I just gave them the first excuse that came to mind.

"I guess the truth is, the guy I like is into girls who have those hobbies."
I blurted it all out.

Just like that. This is bad.

"Whaaaaat! Shinju, there's someone you like? Who, who is it??"
"Shinju, you like someone too??"

"Well come on, who is it?"

"Harumi, jeaz, keep your voice down!"

"But come on, me and Izumi wanna know!"



"Um...umm...."

"Come on Shinju, tell us who it is you like!"

The two of them stared at me with complete interest in their eyes.

"Ryuuichi."

I said it.

So clearly.

Outloud. I said it.

But.

They were just staring at me.
But why?

They were making such a face.

"Shinju, how did you just admit to that so easily?"
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"It doesn't seem like the truth."

"That does seem like a lie... Ahh, sorry. I shouldn't have said something
like that. I don't usually just blurt things out -"

"Are you just joking?"

Izumi listened intently.

She thinks I'm lying?

That I'm joking?

"I'm serious. I like him. I think he's interesting."

But I was really just telling the truth.

"You're serious? I wouldn't have guessed you were into him."
"Yeah"

"Seriously?"
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"Yes."
Both of them nodded their heads in confirmation.
Izumi just looked at me in disbelief.

"It's odd that you started to like him just because you think he's
interesting."

"It's not odd..."

Yeah.

Me liking him is not weird.

"But it's not weird..."

Huh?

Do they really think me liking him is weird, too?
"Why would it be weird?"

Without thinking, I blurted out the question."

"It's not exactly weird...but...it just seems that you don't really like his
company..."

Huh.

What an interesting scene I must paint.
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So I thought about it.
Did I dislike him?:
Did I ignore him?
I tried to stop and remember anything I might have said or done.
"No, it's not like that."
I said clearly.
Huh?
In the instant I said that.
Izumi's face.
Turned deep and dark.
"Izumi, what's wrong?"
"[..see..."
"lzumi?"
Seeing Izumi's face like that made me worried.
She looked like she was about to cry.

What should I do?
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It seemed like what I said made Izumi mad.
"So Shinju, you really do like Ryuuichi..."
It struck me.
The way Izumi said that.
I see.
She wasn't happy.
Because of the "Mermaid's Legend".
I knew.
Why Izumi suddenly looked like she was about to cry.
My chest started pounding.
Without thinking, I paniced.
I felt terrible.
Izumi was feeling so sad.

"Izumi, don't make such a face."
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And then.

Izumi's shoulders stiffened.

Ah.

That's better.

I knew she wouldn't forget what I was about to say.
"The truth is, I was only kidding around about Ryuuichi."
And I started to chuckle.

But.

Izumi still looked sad.

I was surprised to see her still looking so upset.
"lzumi?"

I got really worried.

"But when you said like you liked Ryuuichi, Shinju, you looked so cute
and sincere."

"Oh come on [zumi. Surely you can take a joke."
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Harumi looked back and forth between me and Izumi, and then puffed
out her chest.

"Yeah, yeah, when I think about what Shinju said, it didn't seem like
she wanted you to feel sad."

"What about my feelings?"

I wonder if Ryuuichi would feel sad if he knew how I felt for him.
Ughhh

I won't give up.

I've gotta do my best.

That was my only thought.

And I don't want anyone to feel sad about it.

"Izumi, I didn't want you to feel sad."

"Shinju"

"I do like Ryuuichi, but, I don't think he's interested in girls - he really
only cares about his family."

I was letting it all out.
"Wow, that's really kind of him don't you think, Shinju?"
"Definitely."

And with that, the tension was broken.
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"He really is a good person"

A small smile returned to Izumi's face.

It was surprising how suddenly it came.

"I'm glad you said that, Shinju"

Izumi said to me.

I felt a lot better.

"Well, tomorrow we'll have to remind you again"
I started to tease her.

"Oh there's no point. I already know I'm involved in a one-sided
romance...I just thought...he might like me back."

"Really?"
"Yeah."
I think she knew she wasn't the only one who liked him.

Because of the "Mermaid's Legend", I have to stay strong and go
through this.
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A Rival Appears!

"Hey, wasn't that Ryuuichi down there having lunch?"

I looked out of the window.

Izumi turned as well.

"Oh, oh, where, where?"

"Look."

Izumi squinted, searching for his face in the crowd outside.
"I can't see him anywhere."

"Shinju, do you know if he's out there with someone? You look all
pissed off."

"Nah, nothing like that. Just curious."

I decided to take a look outside. Back in the ocean world, I had really
good eyesight.
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And just like that.
I made a super shocked face, just like Izumi's.

"No way...it can't be...I didn't know Ryuuichi would be out there...who is
that he's with?"

"I don't remember ever seeing her before...could it be, all this time, he's
had someone he likes after all? I mean look, he's staring her right in the
eyes!"

"R-really?"

L

I thought I was the only one who looked into Ryuuichi's eyes like that.
I was shocked...

I see.

I guess I really do like Ryuuichi.

That must be why I'm feeling so upset.

But.

For the sake of the "Mermaid's Legend", I've got to do my best.

"Hey, who is he having lunch with?"

"I'm not sure - I couldn't get a good look at her face."
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Once again.
Ouside of the window.
On the awn.

Staring a him,

Rywichi ©

He really was cating lunch on the awn,
Without thinking, 1 sprang out the window and ran 0 hin.
“Ryuichiiiii ~

1
1 caled out his name, shouting and waving my hands.

and met my gaze.



He was fcing me now.
Ors0 you could sy,

Actually, he seemed o b diseegarding me completely

T never been ignored by him before.

B

So long s 1 can become the girl Ryuuichi lkes,  dorft mind.
And Tknow he il

Hu?

Suddenly, | noticed a gir sittng next to Ryuuichi

1 Twas before,
behind him.

She scems quiet and sweet and she's cute 100
But
Hald up.

Stop.
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e

Was that just my magination?

e g siting nex 10 Ry

Y could ave swor she was there st a moment go.
And she was staring back at me

Hinmin,

1 don' think 1 s ust imagining it

She was saring at me.

i

Butit waseta regular sare.

She was smiling

A smile ke she had just beaten me ot something
She had long stghtblack i

And dak eys.

As deepasthe acean.

My grandma would have said that she was a dangerous sort of person,



Like the depths ofthe occan.
THook a decp breath
Twonder.

Why tha girl was smiling at me like that.

Like she had won something.
A

like s
spoke

1ty o sce heraround again
Noteaetly y" - Tl defnicly s that g again!
Adival

Inmy head

Those five letters lashed before my eyes.

"Hey, did you see that gir? | heard she's a transfe student."
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"0 Harumi-chan, el
" havrtt s her yet mysel, but thats what | heard”
et shetl end up in Ryuichi'scass”

"What?! The same clas as Ryuuichi?”

Suddenly, 1 had 2 bad fcling

s he unch bov, and i was amazing!”

Haruma suddenly raised her voice

e tats it the s vty vl s ovr - snd e
ol aron

Serousy

Soltook a peck.

Twas ulradusuriows

Was it thisbeavy befors?

Thre i onsof food packed i hre

Ryuuichi was eating i ke it wasrally delcios.

But
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Fdontt really cook.
Fwonder f 1 could even do it

Bu

Iwonitlet this get me down,

e got o succeed because of the "Mermaid's Legend”
1 won' give up. 1l have to leam how to make lunches."
Leurled my hand into a fst,

Fildo my best!

e gotia do my best.

*Shinju, you'e srong ™

v

“You look really posiive all of a sudden.”

Tzumi tumed her gloomy face towards e

s only because | have a mission”

“A mission?”

O, um, it nothing
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1 0 good. 165 1o good.

Without thinking, I alimost told someone all about the "Mermaid's
Legend".

A
“Thats right.

“Thats  good idea

Later that day aftr school -

“Hey umi. Wil you plase do something for me? @
held out my hands in fron of me ke 1 was prayin.

"Do something for you?"

1 wantyou o teach me how to make  hunch for Rywwichi.*
And bowed.

Howered my head

"0-okay. 1 show you how | ahways make mine."

And Lz gave a itle s

Loumi, youte so nice.



Thats resssuring
Do you want 0 come over 1o my house today ™

Hub, o your house, Sinja2t”

“Yea! Actualy, Tm kind of fecloding over atthe Kaidou's house”
“Wha the heck!t”

It fin, i fine - ome on.”

Lyas bsially forcing her tocom.

Maybe we'd run int the gl wha was sittng near Ryuuichi while we're

Andil all o smooty.
‘And Ryuichiwill fall i love with me.

And then, of course, he'd want 0 kiss me.

But for the ime being, 1l sette or & vow oflove.
Until then, 11 jut remain cheerful and hopeful.

Then,

W strke when theironis ht!
My bag and Izumi's bag.

‘Were swaying back and forth behind us as we walked home.
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“Shinjua?”

“Lets go, baumi. O

AS Tsaid i, Lzumi's bag stopped swaying.

had been walking along prety briskly

“Waita minute, Shinju”

zumi was almost having 1o chase me to keep up,
“Harry up, Lzumi, come on, come onnar-~ AHHHI™
Thud.

“Owwwwwiicseee”

Dang, that hurs,

Luipped on a rock.

And banged my knee pretty bad

L crossed my legs and held my knee enderly while rcking back and
forth,

Ontop of that.



N
my house.

And worse

1 had tipped Lzumi too, and al her st was spiled all over .

'm sormy. lzumi

s okay, Im fine, are you alight?"

I didn' expect that, Shinju, ae you realy okay?”

"Yeah, I should have practced more before zooming off ke that*
"Practiced more?”

Lzumi repeated back what I seid 0 he.

O yeah.

i does sound a bt strange 10 say that you ned practice running,

"Oh b, haha, its

thing, eally! Hahahahaba!”
1 idt fee the last bit exhausted at least,

11 sce. fzumi,this may sound bad, but the truthis 'm clumsy and fall
down allthe ipme? 1 y
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s fine. Ml go."
“lzumi®

"Bt Shinju, you hurt your knee when you fel down didn't you? I¢s il
ed.

lighty,step step sicp.
the sairs.

Tzumi s realy,really, really a g00d person

171 could flfl the "Mermaid's Legend” with another g, then Lzumi
would defnitely be the one I ipek.

pr—
i o i, i really made an impression on e
Yes

Belore my eyes.

Tzumi bent aver and picked up my notebook and rulr, which were:
scatered down the stirs.

"Thank you very much.”

She'sa really kind person.



1100k back my notebook and rler, and was 5o moved by Lzumis
kindness

‘Something fell out o my notcbook

A photo?

picked it up, and it was definitly a photograph.
A photo of Ryuichi

But how?

How did a photo of Rywichi find its way in there?
Man, I want to keep this. Q

m lucky I in good company when | found this.

Lzumi was busy looking in her own notebook.
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Tzumi scemed ik she was wating for something

Butwhy?

I an instant, 1 felta pang of doubt.

There wasn't a clear answer.

L don't know much because thisis my first experience with love.
Tove Ryusichi, so | want o keep his photo.

But Lzumi likes Ryuuichi t0o.

“The person Lzumi loves s Rywichi,

T dontt know why 1 wasitsble o admit that carlir

BuL

1, exactly the

kind he said he'd ke,
Maybe Ryuuichi docsrt eally want that,
But thats what Ryuichi said when we alked about it

Her fuce looked so sad and disappointed when talking about her
unrequited love.



But
But
“There's nothing | can say 0 help exactly.

1wish there was something I could say o
elp with herlking Ryuuichi so much.

But

Iwonder i I'm n the same boat in love
with Ryuuichi,carring his photo around.
wih me.

Tcan' confess my felings 0 anyone, and |
can't give up.

T can' confess anything 10 anyone unil his
sall over, | tink,

And because I can't confess anything,
there's no one who can help

“This really must be fove.
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Could it be,a

lack pearl2!

Hey.

My mecharical pencil i gone.

Thbet ost it in one of the hallways at school.

Isquatted down to search for it in my bag.

Everything el s there.

Laumis

Under the sars.

Waiting for me to fiish picking up al the things | dropped agin
1

Looked at my photo of Ryuichi.

So
uniform,



Even though it wasjust one oo, my pocket el heavy
Whatshould 1 do?

Today, Lz promisd that shed teach me v o cok.
"Yorite Shinu Himeno, righ?”

T

Someone was standing beind e

Sudenly, | tmed my head s hey sid my name

And they met my eyes

o the il with the et black saight i

With et blackeyes

el ik v seen her somewhere before
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on

Oni.

Ohbhlih.

Tremembered.

1t that gl with the smiek Tike she won something.
s thegirl who was having lunch with Ryuuichi.
“Iknew it you e Shinjo,

“How do you know my name?”

“Tee hee hee.”

What the hc.

asked her a question, and she just laughed in response
How rude.

She was looking at me like my sience was cute.
Hertrue personality didnt change at all though

She must be the new transfer student everyone has been talking abou.



Hu?
There's something shinin.
Onerchest.

Aneckisce.

Apeart?

Just ke mine?

No

s difeence.

Tonly s it or  second ot

st pik

Tewas atouly difentcoor

Ttwas acolor ke the dephs ofthe sa

Dark black.
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My necklace has a pnk pear.
Bt 1 was surprised at how smila her necklace s 0 mine.

A black pearl

My grandma said something about tht once.

1t had o do with the sea witch Wyndia

‘She saidshe used magic with her black pearl.

I'wonder ifthe black pearl onthis gifs necklace is magic too
No.

Ican'tbe.

Im overtinking this.

on o

Tound it



Rywichi
He must be on his way home afte extracurriculars.

Lois of people were clamoring down the hallway with him
But

My eyes instantly focused in on Ryuichi.

“Ryuuichi! Q"

Lealled o him.

Actually, 1 kind of shouted down the hallway o him,

But, the gl n frontof me did't seem 1o ntice Ryuichi,
‘When I called Ryuuichi's name. he jumped and looked round.
“Hey, what are you doing shouting at Ryuuichi ike that?”
Wl ifs crowded s0."

“Ifhe loved you, he'd notice you right away and you woulds't need to
shout”
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Thats what Lzumi said.

Attunch.

Outside the window.

‘e fist ersont look fr Ryuuichiwas Lzumi,

o have noicd him without he saying something
Andso.

Alhough Ryuuichi makes me happy. h cat be mine alone
B

wonder i Ry could at et rtum my fecins,
Ry

By my side

Thinking of him next to another girlsends a ol o pain through my
chest.

“What are you doing?”

A, Rywichit Q"



She was smiling a Rywichi,

msorry."

That gl

She's totally different around him than around me.
She almst scems kind of cute.

i, oy Ry snd | made promie o exch ol nd
Tl o mdencs o

Whassat
A promise?
Noway
eantblive it
Wha thehel.
“Big brother”
Sudely, Seiko ppeared and sood igh next 1o Ryuichi,

“The freshman classroom had just dismissed
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B, thats Siko for you. An overacheiver

e rally does love her big brothr, though

iko, what are you doing here?”

“Hey, b brothe, who s that il with you? Are you o going
someihere together?”

Even though [ wanted o hear s esponse, | could tell Seiko was
intently lsening (oo

"You goof. You know I'm partof the committe in my class who does
orientation fo allthe transfer students”™

Ryuuichi explained 0 Seiko.
on.
Thank god.

But

“That gt smile - ke she had won something

Tt bothers me.



Ryuichi
ook a fina gance at him.

He tumed his head back o glanceat me 1o,

And he trmed and facd me while walking ackvards.

Fora moment.

He el looked at .

e almost seemed ik he realy took e of me for the st .
“The Mermaids Legend”

Once very 1000 years.

A Menmid Princess becomes human,

1Fshe inds the personshe loves by her 161 birthday

And makes a vow of ove.



15 MERMAD PANC(D

Bu

by her 161h birthday she doesa i

e lover.
And docsnt make a vow of love.

And docsn't get kiss on the s,

“Then,the mermaid world will dseppear

Andso.

T cant give p!

161 can become the il Ryuihifoves, 11 be OK!
161be kay._sigh?

But

Inmy hear,



Fromthe first moment we met, my heart has made me wonder.

‘Whatif he never allsin love with me...or what ifhe decides he hates
me... what will T do?
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Donit give up, Princess!
Cooking in the Kaidou family kitchen.
Pracicing making tomorrow’s lunches,

I'm doing OK.

making chicken kats.
But, it docsn't ook anything ke the kind Izumi makes.

Then again, Lzumi s 100% the family-orinied type.

e wouldn't be the type to make Ryuuichi complan,
‘Actually, 1 hink the two of them would get along realy well.
But

“Nenolt The water isnt supposed o boil over ke that!



“Shinj, if we don' se wate.then there's 1o way we an coo
"Bt dontwant 0.

I thete some reason you'e agaiast using wter

Tzumi made a myserons fce.

Bt T touch waer, 1l um back info  mermaid

And T don' want anyone o fid outthat T mermid.

So.

Cooking is ard.

anything else o do with wate 1o someone else.
“This i eally fnsportant,s0 T can't s it up and forger.

“Whatsse you doiag. Shinju?”

“Well. You said if dou' use water, [ cant relly cook anything.”
‘Lunch with the transfr stadent il

I my head, 1 kept thinking of her over and over

he was eally gorgeons.

Ste looked reall sweet 0.
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1 glanced over a Tzum's hunch, and it looked realy good.
Even though T cant use waer, T shouldut just give up.

T dont want Rywnichi fo hate me.

T can'letanything other than him iking me be an option.
S0, e o 10 ecome the kind of gir that Rywuichi likes.
Wha

What should 1 do?

Tzumi's "over.

“The transfer studea gils "l

Seiko's lover.

Andmy "Love” 100

“Lzumi, Tcan' give up."



ve got o be true to myselt.
“Shinju”

I never going 0 b family-riened. s | give up on tht
Really

1 can' be around ater.

“There's noing 0 b done bout ha,

“Are you going 0 give p on Ryuwichi, 107"

Wl

“Imean, | can do my bestat cooking, but | think others will il be
better than me a that.

And thats true but,
L
1 donft want to force someone o like me.

And when I met Ryuichi for the frst time.

realized lked




151 MERMAID PANCE
il confess,

Imshaking

Bu

ihink T be okay.

Bu

He might hate me,

But

Maybe it1l make Rywuichi ke me.

ut, that's o good.”
"I being serious. I really do like Ryuuichi, | think ™
“Llike him. But.."

I even one drop of water touches me, 11l definitly trm ino a
mermaid.

And Tcan' et him see me as anything other than human.
Fean'tgive up.

Tcan't be helped.



®
But-

My hear stoppect

Isthis - *The Legend of the Mermaid®?
Maybe my felings re wrong.

Magbe e misunderstood how @ ealy fel
Bam.

The fontdoor suddenly slmmed
Soonafe,Seko's vice ollowed

“Big brother, are you home yer?”
“Scikochan?”

Whatis she doin her

She was huffng and wheezng

Did she rn home?

She scemed completely out ofbreath
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Her fuce looked blue:
“Where's my brother?”

“He's not home yet”

s i vaiin orsomeone t hshoo i, nd thought s
he had gotten home and came in through the bac

Seiko.
She was always waiting around for Ryuichi
She rally docs love him,

" . 1 hought T saw that gir he was h .
before.”

“The girl from before?
m sure she meant that transfer student gir.

Ste was with him,

Rywichi
transer sudents through orientation

But



“The clock on the wall
Showwed tha it was nearly 6 PM.

There was o way he was sil doing an orientation by now.
"Lean't believe i, eeeecez. He should be home by now.”

ko hit the nal on the head.

gz
Withou hinking. 1 souted
Scikojumped,and made waer splash e me.
Oh o, m n dangernow

I notied that Seko was ll et

A, sory, it was rning on my way home”
Rain?

O, its mining.

Tean see it outide of the window.
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s stillrining

"Hey, Shinju, you dropped something.”
Hu?

Dropped something...2

Lzumi looked thoughifully st me.

And suddenly 1 had a realy bad feclng.

hatis this?"

h, thanks 12

i T pick it up.”
Thars what 1 sd.

Butit was arady to

i s what 1 dropped

"Shinju, that picture.



Tknew 1 had a bad feling fo a reason
My picture of Ryuuichi had fallen on the ground.
Tzumi tumed to me with a shocked face.

Feould el from her face tha she was upset.

‘m sory..When you dropped yourbag, Lz
“That partof what 1 was saying was .
“Ljust forgot o give t bk to you™

Well nove T guess you know how | rlly fel.”
1 new about it even before this.

Lzumi untied her apron.

e had fel the

same way about him.

Lzumi's face looked sd.

In Rywichi
that fce.

“Lknow tha the person you lked, Izumi..was Ryuueh, all along,
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zumi nodded her head.

Tzumi must realy,really, really b in love with Ryuuichi.

el then - why did you say you wanted my help with i

feel about him.."

“Because | though that out of the two ofus, Ryuichi defintely likes
youbeter”

eumi smiled assoon as 1 said that
i prety sue Ryuichi ik you more than me, Shinju.”
Ko hinksthat Ryuichifkes me more than hr.
Secrety 1 agreed.

But

ol et her know that

“The rain outside ofthe window.
Kept geting heavier

“What's wrong, Shinju? Are you waiting around to welcome Ryuuichi



s jus that, 1 can't go out here "
“Why nt? I donft hink you'l gt locked out.”

just can't go out”

IFeven one dropofth i touches e, 1w ino @ mermaid
And another drop ofrain would tum me back into & human again.
Anyway,the humans dfiitcly must not e me in my mermaid form.
And then T wonbethe gilthat Ryuuichi ks,

He wont ke me atall.

o e st got 0 hope that he lkes me ik this st

Lama Princess, e .

“The one the"Mermaid's Legend” foreels of

Y though that being more ke Lzumi would help my chances.

Bt maybe that's ot cnough.
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“The Sea Witch Wyndia?!

Spash.

Iswooshed my ail, and water sprayed everywhere.
Inthe ocean.

Tean swimfreey.

The night sky is clearer than yeserday.

Butit looks lke t might rain

On days ke this,is safer o fust stay in the water.
Swimming i the ocean fees good.

Tireally docs.

When I'm in here | feel ke a birdin the sky



s defintly beter o be a mermaid than  human,
Al

1 been a whilesince s a mermaid.

“O, Shinj, hey s been  whilel”

1 kept hearing the same thing over and over from all th fish a they
passed by.

"Ohhey, good o s you gain
Againand again

Tt was i o swim among them agan.

ey Shinj, have you gotien a kiss yer?”

sz

11 had become  full human | wouldi' be swimmin here
Being here el ke | had 0 give a report.

“Habata.."

aughed like nothing was the mateer.
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But, 1 had o at east give an updae to the fish
"0 see, 50 you haven't yet.*
T could hear the disappointment in thir voices.
“Imsorry.”
“Its okay,its alright, You've only juststrted out, aftr all"
Thats e,
1did justtum 15
And the "Legend of the Mermaid” has really only just begun.
[
Tim not thegirl that Ryuuichi likes yet.
St canitbe helped that we'r not inlove yet.
1 have o confess it to him somehow.
Andirhe reects me Tl be sad.

1 just didaft expect  have a ival for hisaffections.
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‘When 1 look around, | see a lot o people that | ould "k

Tsuppose.
Maybe my "liking’ someone i the same a5 real “love”.

171 don' ke them, and I'm nat n love with themn, maybe there's no
pointin rying.

i
1 ould really ke o find somseone o love.

Ve

Sodo your best, Shinju.

ve g0t o retun 0 the uman workdnow.

1¢1my grandima finds me here sh'l be really upse

But you know, i eallynic o 80 ou for a swim for a whil,

Bobbing up and down between the waves.
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1swam up and pecked my head above watr.
Peck peck
Ttook a look sround.
“The wind s really sirong today

had a fecling the waves were going 10 get even taller.

bad the fecl

it was going 1o rain soon.
“This s not good.
Wit s, 1 getal wet.

AT gt e e sl o st sk o o
my mermaid

My pink pear ncklace
his s what e o transform n  human,
B

Ve go 10 head back o the Kaidou esidence
101 don' hurry,  wonft be able 0 sce Ryuuichi.

Orseiko.



T wouldn' be able to see Izumi again cther.
And Lzumiis my friend now.

But

really want ber to keep doing hr bst for Ryw
She cant give up o that e transtr student g
“The carly moring coasline.

1 o tink 1 un i anyone here

Bt someone i walking longside i from 2 disance.
Rywichi

10 just ke the frst e we e,

Walking his dog long the beach.

Bt Ryichi. st lone

Hun?

Who s that?
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“That looks like that new transfr sudent girl

Novay

black aura

Tt mustbe because of her black pearls magic tha she was able (0
ransorm into a human, into looking like an ordinary high school
Student,

Fswam closer.

Tcould clearly see her now

Ste was definitely enveloped in & black aura

hini, that's Wyndia.”
"Huh*
‘Wyndia, as i the Sea Witch Wyndia?

Bu



Itcan't b,

jarn magic

oty St
Nowy”

Wit thnking bttt

[T —
JET——

o somstin i offf e shs
s bk e e

L R——

“The Sea Witch Wyndia appeard in our world in 2 bubble 1.000 years

And when she came in e bubble -

‘When the Sea Witch Wyndia appeared, she plunged our blue oceans
o a world of darkness inan instant.

Using her povwers, the Sea Witch Wyndia almost destroyed our world.

And the "Mermaids Legend" is what stopped her.
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“The Sea Witch Wyndia, wilding her black pearl magic.

“Shinjo, he'sin danger.”
“Hah

“Wyndia i going to manipulate him to do what she wants, Shinju, by
any means necessary.”

By any means ecessary
Wehat dos that mean?!

The wind stated o gt sronger.

And the waves grew tllrand tller.

The wind felt ke it was blowing out f ontrol.
e waves ot bigaer and buger.

Rynich ganced ovr 0 lookat then.

“Chek outthose waes -

“Wyndia is making the wind sironger,he's in danger!”



“Wow, check that ot he waves ae geting realy huge.”
1 would hat fo Ryuuici 0 get injured and have it be my faut.
Yeah

IFthese waveskeep geting bigeer, ' going 0 gt hrt

“The ocean was gtting s restless it was puling me under

But cant et him dic.

Yt this bemy ful.

L donftknow i T'm n love with Ryusichior not, but e got 0 do.
Something t save him.

Maybe my "liking him" isn' realy "love” but.
Lean et anything bad happen 1o him because of me.
Andso,

‘What the heck am I gonna do now?!

“Ryuuichit”



1 MERMAD PANCD

Wyndia caled ut Ryuuichi'snae,

Atthesound ofhe vice, Ryuihitumed 10 fce her
Andin that moment -

N000000!!

A whitpoolformed n the waves.

And it sprang upt atiack Ryuihi

In the midde of th ocean

“The water swired around Ryuuich,and pulld i undervate,
Fahabab, buabahahahata!

Wandiscackld and e was scked nder

A she shook with aughie i limmered on herchest

“The black pearl necklace.



Wyndi's hest glimmered.
And her form,

Began to change.

e et lack har gre longer and longer,
And he eyes grew narower.

And then,

o zotdark,and her voic grew deep.

“T'm going to il the man you love, Mermaid Princess. And the
"Mermaid's Legend wil b over, and the whole ocean will be minel”

Wyndia tumed o face me, with  glosting smi o h oce
“Moront”

sereamed at Wondia with all my might

"What did you sy

“Tm ot even really in fove with Ryuuichit”






v got 0 taysometing
Somehing in my et wascrying out.
“Dont et

“Butits e

i

Was geting anry

1 putted up my chest.

And for some resson

Atear

One aferanoher

Falling down my fice.

Tears ik baby pearl.

Y ealized 1 st reslylove Ry affral,

And because ofthat fact, | was crying.
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“Tve gota save Ryuichi
“ButShinj, i e ses you ke that.

Y vas sillin Mermaid form.

Y wouldt b sbi o sce Ryuuichianymore

Bt

The waves were ovetaking Ryuuichi.

And bumans an' breathe undervater

1 donthep him, and quick, heldic

He'sgoing 0 have t see me in my Mermaid form.

I have an dea. 1 break Wyndia's black pearl necklace, surly thatll
interrupt her magic spel

“But, what should 1 do.."
Fwas in such a panic, | coulda' think of how best o do it

“Shinju, well chew through her necklace so you can go and save him!*



m
“Everyone..thank you

“Leave it o ust”

‘And the e fish swam off o approach Wndia.

“To chew through the chain of her necklace.

A moment lter.

“Guahhh..”

Wyndia crid out.

‘And her body started t shrink smaler and smaler

It sounded like her death rtte.

But if we don't want our Mermaid world to lunge into darkness, we're
ot done with her yet.

“The whole ocean, and everyone i i, could dic.



s

MERMAID PANICT

Lsped off o find Ryuuichi
He's going to sce me as.a Mermaid.

And we probably won't sec each
other again.

He was deep, decp n the ocean.

And I swam down afer him,



6

Awaken, with a kiss o ove!
“The Mermaids Legend"

1000 yeasago

“The Mermaid Princss became human.

She found er beloved befor he 16 birhday.
And made  pledge o ove

And hen,

Theyexchanged  is of ove

B

171 don' find my beloved before my 16th birthday, then -
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11 don't make a plede of love then -
Andif | dontexchange akiss with my lover then -

“The mermaids, and everyone in the ocean will disappear.
Everyone inthe depths of ur ocean bubbl wil dic.

The world of Mermaids willbe totally destoyed.

And Mermaids will cease 0 exist

And hats ot al,

The S it Wy il pngethe o s, e v the
orld, into the depths of darkness

“The oceans willall tum black,

The fish

Andhe corals.

Andhe shellish,



Everyone.
Everyone

Everyone will ic

And the ocean will bcame the property ofthe Sca Witch Wyndi

For 1000y the Mornats v i wlin rhe S Wikh
Wyndia 0 retun to thraten them once ag

b

“Oh, T glad  found you."

s dripping
I seemed that when he was washed ashore he had Iost his memory.
Tam so elived.

"Who are you..?"
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U, T the il from the e class over.. Lzumi Imada.”
"You saved me.."
it was nothin..
s e

Tumed brghted.

Hang in tere, zumi,

Bt had agood fecling bout i

Thank you, b

The e is.

When  pulld Ryuichiout o the ccean.

T tumed back no s human, and then called zumi,

"0 of our fiends from shaol i passed out on the beach.” s

And of course, | hope that there is  happy ending for Lzumi and
Ryuuichi

Ihope Lzumi can tell me about it some day

As for me, Tve got 1o retum 10 the ocean



S0 0w, I've got 0 g0 back to being a Mermaid.
v got 0 go undercover o check out th siuation
And honestly, | dorfthave a moment (0 spare.

Something has been reaaaaaaaaallly bothering me.

"

How errible.
But

Tguess

e got o remember that 'm really 2 Mermaid
Yeah.

Yea,

Sigh.
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Wanting to See Him One More Time ©)
“'m home! "

1 rushed through the door excitedly
Andran into the living toom.

“Moron, where are you running off o exactly?"

Tcoukdn meet his glance

“No matter where it i, you should slow down and walk."

Tkinda lied



Actualy. it more ke | havert old you th est of the tory.
Hlooked outofthe window.

“The ocean.

il shining s blue and quicty s ever.

recently

Came buck o live with the Kaidou iy

B

Ryuuichi does' have any memoryofscing me a5 a mermaid
Which i no problem.

Bt came foranothe reason.

Wl

1 donf know why exaetly.

1just wanied to sce Rywichi again.

Ireally, really, wanted to come back 10 this place.
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[

Really want to hurry and find the
person who will be my lover.

Butthe Sea Witch Wyndi's been
eting n the way of that plan

SoT've heen doing nothing on that
ront,basicaly

Andreally.

ANl know is that 'm the Mermaid
Princess

Anyway, 1l keep doing my best! ©

to be continued



Afterward
Everyone, did you ik the sory?
Did M Koizumi's sory surprie you at all?

At g

Te

el you what will appen next.
‘You'l have to check out Ms. Koizumi' next book,
Inthe next volume, shell tellth story of what happened with Lzumi

“There's a ot of school romance in the next volume too.

L Ms.

that when there’s an epic legend going on?).
Anyway, defniely check out the next volume

There'salot more Mermaid Panic next time!

181



185 Afterward

Hothers, e Ko e e i e i s
“The Litle Mermaid”,

ol
ot mikin st sy ot id have s mppy i

Anyway.
“Thats how I came about writin ths book about mermaids, and ucky
me, | getto work with the incredible Naoko Takeuchi who i taking

care of all of the illustrations, @

i itsalotof
them. The series I'm creating continues on

1¢sa ot offun o develop all of e chaacters.
Andis a ot of fun for me, personaly. o work on i,

Anyway, T have ot of pople 1o thank fo making this siory possible.
First s my manager, Mr. Mursi

He's my most important, most important, most impartant person n this
because he gives me so much support

Also, Ms Naoko's manager Mr. Osabu has been great - he's been
bringing us lunch!

Im also teribly erateful fo Ms. Naoko herself since she's been
readjusting her whole schedule to help me when t gets busy.



“Thank youallso much.
Andof course

Ms. Naoko. Q)

Thank you.

Tove you.

Even in tough and busy times, she's done an amazing job withallofthe
illustrations and with helping me.

I prty lucky, dont you think?
I sory,Im pratling on
T justglad wee frends.
Anywiay, we'e done with the frst book!

We'l have to do some research at a delicous restauran.
And then wel go shopping aferwards.

g0 t0 Hawaii)
Yest

Actually, 1 have a free pass 1o g0 for a swim o a hoel pool. Lef's go
there together!



W Aterward
Well war baby pink swimsuis
Sounds good. ight” ©
Anyvay

Thank you orreadingthis ook,
Thank you so much

Y appecineyour patonage

“The next ok will go on sale on October 4.
“There will be a ot of school omance stoies in the next volum.

“Mermaid Panic”

Dont forget, be sure o mark October th on your calendars.

Uil th

Well meet againin October, 1 look forward 0 it

Marie Koizumi



So. it i you thin of M
Koizumis fermaid
i otane 1

M. Kojzumi and Ms, Takeuchi
both send their thanks  for
checking it out!

1 you want 0 write them a fan
Tetter, here is the address:

Atention: Marie Koizumi

Atention: Naoko Takeuchi
Kodansha Ediorial Department
Postoffce Box 45
Tokyo, Japan
16291
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