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Mermaid Panic o



“Think of me sometimes, will ya? Q)

1

Im Shinju

My fll ame is Shiu Himeno.*

L 5y ol on ey
You could say I'm an average.

Bt i i, et i i
Actually,

So
T not that normal aftr al,

“note: hr lastname is  pun that means “Princess”
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Mermaid O

Princess @

Andreally,

m ot even an average Mermai
T Prncess.

Really,a rincess.

The Mermaid © Princess.

Tee hee hee ©

Isot that awesome?

Bu

Even though I a Princes, 1 sl have to work hard.



How should T say this.

“The trth i, Imin ot of troubl.

In fat, have o flfill a legend from the Mermaid's world.
“The "Mermaid's Legend”.

10 eally awful, but i1 dorst il the legend then,

“The Mermaid's Legend

Every 1000 years.

“The Mermaid Princess must become human

‘And on her 16 birhday. she must met her lover.

They must make an oath of love.

And hen

“They mustsea their oath with  kiss

Bt






11 donf fnd my beloved before my 161 bitday, and -
1w dontpledge ou ove o cach e, and -

We dont seal it with a ki, then -

The whol world of Mermaids will disappsr.

he whee underwater bubbi world willdie

The enie word of mermaids wil b destroyed

i "

And thats notall,

The evil Sea Witch Wyndia il plunge the oceans into a world of
darkness,turning the seas rom blue to black in  terble nstant.

So thats why.
Ihave to defeat her, and her evil black pear,
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e fh.
Andihe corls.

And heerabs

Everyone

Everyone

eyl st

And i all be because ofthe Sea Witch Wandis

Every 1000 year,the Sea Witch Wyndia threstens o plunge the world of
the Mermaids into a voi.

Wyndia
Last e, she sunk down intothe sa.
But m sureshel come back again
And

Every 1000 years, a Mermaid Princessis o (0 vanquish her.



Aot
e terible o be inthat sot.

Because th Princes i esponsible o deal with his, very 1000 years,
Anyway.

I i the ghiing spiic.

i going 10 do everything | can o proteetthe world of the Mermaids.

Sparkle f
My grandma gave me this pink pearl necklace
And it sways back and forth over my chest.

Butthe truh s

“The pink
o & human and back.

105 pretty convenicnt,
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As for now.
s time 0 geton the bus. ©

Ihave to avoid water, because i it oches me the magic wears off,and |
um back info 2 Mermai

And o i o time o be in Mermaid mode.
Tine -

it does, il grow  long pik tail

And I ncd t prctce walking round more.

eing a Mermaid caming all of thes human tings i hard.

Bt T taking i one dy ata time,lving ike I nota Mermaid.
But

Going on thebus i hard,because it socrowded.

I used 1o swimming i the BITIG open sas.

And 1 can'saysnything about b fresked out crowds made e

Anyway, one day Il be able 10 go back (o living my normal e s 2
mermaid



1

Like I was saying,if water touches me the magic will wear offand Il
turn back into & mermaid.

“That's why I have to be super careful shen I'm taking a bath,

i Tiake abath, 1l
inthe bt

And that would definiely shock anyone who saw it
Ontop of hat.

I anyone saw me as a mermaid, it would be bad because it would sart
ahuge panic i the houschold.

People would really freak

Sol
Iy human al the time.
Especiallysince.

“The Sea Witch Wyndia s trying to siop me whilk 'm on my mission.

With e pearl

oo ot by upand v the e ok, o the o Lovs,
make 2 vow with

But
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“There's a problem,

And hats,

Me.

And the person ik,

“The person | really ke

The thing i, the person I'm n love with, I'm not sure he fecls that way
about me.

I realy like him, and when | gt near him my heart pounds,and everything
feelssimple and easy like | should just tell i,

realy like him, and when | think about ifhe rejeced me, it makes me
sad.

I realy like him, but s awfl, because | have arival for hisatention.

And everyone knew about t.
Thatis.

Everyone knew but me.

Actally, it was a huge failre on my part

[



thought 1 was the only one who lkes Ryuwichi.
1 dido otice that anyone else iked him t00.

Butactually
him for a long tm.

I ‘s my best frend, I shouldt s

"

"
between them.

Yousee, we dont have men i the Mermaid world.

So 1 dont relly kow what i fecing,

But you know

Somehon, il work ou.

I sue 1 e it out.

However

No matter what, 1 have o find somcane to fll i love with

A o if Ryuuichi s in ove with Lzuni,  have 10 ethink my sirategy.
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Anyway, before | knew what was
‘oing on suddenly my best frend
Lzumi was acting weird

She was angry

Really angry

Ihad never seen her get so mad
before.

So T thought, T should study up on
what wes going on.



Let's Study About Lov

“Shinju. what are you reading s serously about over there?”
1 spun around.

And behind me, watching me read  book, stood Seiko

An

o, Seiko s Rywuichis lte sster,in case you don't remember her
from our st adventure.

They're siblings

‘And my grandima used magic to give me  ink pearl pendant, which
human when | need to. Its 2

But,um,

Ryauichi,and Seik t
pink pear.
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Inotied she wasn't realy paying atention
Youknow, [ wonder if there’s something about be that Seiko doesn’ttrust.
Anyway

“There's nothing 1 can do about it cithr way.

"Special rport: Do you wan to find your beloved?”
Seiko blurted out a dramatic eading of thetde of the book in my hands.
Then she sarted rummaging through the ther books on m table.

7O all hs e boks and agasies bt ve ad romancs e
they?

Seiko sounded toally disgusted.
B, can' et hat gt to e

Tye gottostdy:

Sty

Ive gotto keep rading and keep stdying.

So.



“The bookshop owner is getting t know me.

But
“The stack of the books and magazines on my table s like a mountai

How-e-ver,

» of
And that 1l be able o sealaur love with a kiss.

“That way I be ableto save the world of the mermaids. ©
That would be great

just want the ocean to be safe 5o | can go back someday.
"Hey, whats this magazine sbout.."
Seiko grabbed one of the magazines from the pile on my desk.

‘magazine i her hands.
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And thats ot al

Her face got sl excited looking, ke she was abou to consume some.
really delicious food.

I'wonder what bappened al of a sudden?
Was there something
O the cover ofthe magazine that she thought was so weird?

"Hey, Shinju, can | lp through tis magazine?™

fcourse, but why
"Thanks, b, yeah, grea”

“Thats sl she sad.

She was all fustred.

Seikotook acouple ofthe magazines fom my il
Huh?

Seiko, you didtas if you could go that fr

Iwonder if Seiko s interested n romance, too



Bu
T notsure Seko will be compatible withanyone.
Andifshe knew L am in love with Ryuichi, that would be awful

Anyway 14 beter gt back o studying, 5o Tl be abl to gt rid of the il
Sea Witch Wyndi.

—y

Lm s shocked.

Seiko shouted from acrossthe house

When locked in on er, hr face was once agai bright red. O
She looked eallybappy,and i doze.

Seiko, you'e being s5-50 wel
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“What are you two going on sbout in there?"

where Seiko and 1 tood.
Ryusichi Kaidou

“This i the guy who 1 was telling you about before. Hes Seiko's big brother.
And he has o idea that 'm compltely in love with him,

Rywihi
Seiko

Andme

Ryuuichi and Seiko's momis gone.
And

“Their dad i a professor at the local university, actually he'sa lecturr on
‘marine biology.



Atthe moment,his job s taken him abroad.

Andso,
T the house, i ust th thee of us aloe.
“Hey, hey, Shinju, can | i out this page?”
Seiko heldan armful of my magazines.

And she was al teary-
S oo et o g

oure being weird, Seiko,
‘What s going on with you?

“Can I take this page?”
“Twant this ravore model’s page.”

Flip,
She apened the page she had in mind and shorwed it to me,
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et her borrow, maybe it was something different than what I've aleady

Whats a gravure model?

There's nothing but pictures on this page.

On the gravure page,there was  big picture of  siling man.
Where have | sen that before.

Mayhe he i somcone I mt at shool.

B

ik Tve scen him sround this house befor oo,

Whois he?

Ot

really don't kaow.

"Who's this?*

blurted o, withou hinking.

"Whasaaat! Shinju, you don't know? I cantbeleve you, you're such
stupid gir and you dort know anything



Seiko was shouting

!
about,

Seiko held the magazines up against her o 1 coulda' see thern.
I you want that gravure page | promised you, et m see t"

“Thats what I sid
nd suddenly

Seiko threw the magazine up over my head and an to my other side (o

catchit,

Before | cven had a moment 0 react she wasaleady scrambling avay.
“Thepink parl on my necklace swayed from the moton
Wel i thats how it

“That gy, bis name is something ike.. Kazami. o somehing."
Ryuici tried o thin and remenber.

Kazami.?
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Yeasaah

Speaking of which, it feels like I'e seen that name waiten somewhere
before 0o,

Ryuuichi was lost in thought, whie he was tying to emember this guy's
“Big brother, how could you forget? His name is "Yuu Kazami’you
Knowt”

Yuu. Kazani..?
I wondered if that st the name of someone i my clas.
Hearing th full name sl didt ring any bels.

Seiko had o tell me mor.

“Seiko, wha i this Yuu Kazami guy?”

Isaid, without thinking.

Andin an insiant

Seiko stopped, sared, and without thinking sid -

“S.5:5hi

. T eanft believe you'l”™



K]

Love,ifshsys one mors e ting o me i going gy
sath and give her apicce of my mi

“W-swhat i your problem? What dont | know about so weird?”

Weird

As soon as it came out of my mouth
Tregreted it

But
T don' remermber exactly what she was fresking out about,
“Big brother, you know who I'm talking about ight?”

“Seiko, do you honestly expect me fo have the na
er been 0 school with memorized in my head?”

s of everybody I've

Hun?
“This was oneof ur lassmates?

et like

My fce wasjstone b question k.

“Yuu Kazami, he's 16 years old, and jeaz you guys, he's a super dol.™
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Super?

Tdol?

Asent those the people on TV?

What do you call them, entrtaners?

Ant ¥

Isee
remember.

iknow tha ce

Tye seen ton TV before.

And sround shool. | thin  heard the name somehere.
Harumi and Izumi might have been tlking bout i

Ve,



imes before.
e’ that super, super popular idl.

*Shinju, you realy donftknow?”

No, know T've heard that name somewhere before.

“Jear,you dontsay ~
Seikoss vice boomed throughout the room.

e sared

i o

P T——
it ek ot i of st
D———
[T—
P —

You could even se the queston marks registeing in her cyes
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Yeah
She looks fotally dumbfounded by me.
She almost looks like shes been defeated
“Wel,you see, i because Seiko is a really big fan of his.."
Ryuuichitumed from Seiko o me.
I,
Seiko sl looked dumbfounded.
Ryuuichiwas trying his bt o be supportiv:
And then
"I ot justa fan of his. Tm n love with him."
She really
Really

Justsad that.



She'sinove with him -
Seikoreally just i she's in love it i,

Waita minute

Wait just . second.

B

Nena way.

“This means Seiko dossnt have  brother complex afcr .

"Sciko, do you really love this guy?”

15 ot st me, ther ae ons of il wh s i love with Yu. 9"
Seiko told me proudly.

Seiko,do you even know how autrageous what you st sid is?

Tean'tbelieve it
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But

fices are inthe magazines | buy

Seiko..did you justsay..that tons of il e i love with Y s
o

Bt a g

"0 course you are, i, do you think T some kind of dio”
Ofcourse.

Sciko would say tha,

But what 1 mean by sying that [ g 100 is.

Really,do’ have o b i love with that guy ta0?

Huh?

What?!

h, ok, just1 love him..Ms. Kazumi
is name s Yo"



%

Oh s, wll he..1 guess I supposd 1 b n love with Yau Kazumi
oo, rght”
ear

Seiko sid it withouteven linching.

L absoluely must?”

“Vep, you defiiely have o ke bim.”

She sid it o pliny.

Soclealy.

Seiko was compltely fervent when sh said tha.

That ave o love i oo

vonderif thats e

1850, wow, thats wild

*Seiko, do I reall,eally, ey bave o love this guy?”

"0 course you do”

*Seriously?””
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“Yourejustbeing nonsensical Not al girs have o be in love with Yo"
“Really”
“Really”

Seiko realy docs stand up for what she beleves n, thas for sure

hada brother complex.
Should Ireally like his Yo Kazami guy?
Flap fap

1 fipped o the speeial feature in the magzine on this uy.

“Yuu Kazami? had a whole fll pag

e spread.
0 he center of  gavure magzine

“Thee he was, with  big grin

Ao agan on the next page.

‘And on the next page.
‘And he one afer that 0o,



1 held the page faturing the main
Yo Kz,

see

Yuu Kazami

He hasrally long har

And s picring in one car.

Really thineycbrovs.

An super deep,dark Due xes.
Th s

Sparkling white tcth,

He's bt mysterious loking but handsome.

e,

®

‘ws Kazami” spread ot n my hand.
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Pale bue
Dark bl

Aot stormy.

Bat e looks kind.

Likethe cccan.

Ve

ik hefooksrally ot
Definicly.

105 asy 0 see why g are atraced.
But

noticed.

On thepage that says"Yuu Kazami®
“There's something.

Something sbout this guy tht  notced.



165 Seiko's .
Bt ke she sid h s lovable

That i, | don't beiev all grshave o love i,
Jeaz

i supposed b using thi thing 1o sudy about love.
Andso

Lihink no mattr how many books | buy or how much I study, | just have
10 ot get distracted.

Y can study this mater at shaol, oo,
Lunch time!

1 study while I eat my funch.
And-while -t -at- it

L worit give up!
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Lowent back and paused on the page for "Yuu Kazami sgain.

O, its Yuu! ©
“HeHarumi”

s suprisd.

Gitls were sereaming.

“Shinju, let me se thatpage. Q)"

GRAB,

Before  knew i, the magazine was snatched outof my hands.

s really shocked.
“Shinju, et me have "

No



Lanswered before even (hinking about i
“Shinju, do you like Yuu Kazami oo?"

“Well.L

Iwouldsftgo a far as all that
Lanswered withoutrelly considering it

Was it hecause I b spending so much time reading special editons
out love?

1 guess.
Butthats notall,
Overtime, my feelings had been changing 0.

E " "
et imvolved,

him."

1 dontt really hate i exactly.

s looking down at the magazine, stopped a the page where Yuu'sface
was smiling from.

“Fthink, all girls are fans of Yuu',thatsall”

“I mean, fan, just ke me, but she's also in
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When it comes to Kazami,Seiko and Izumi are o the same page.
B

Holi?

Waita sec

Is zumi really a fan of Yuu Kazami the same way as Seiko?
thought Tzumi was i love with Ryuwichi, ight?

“laumi..”
“Vuuis a specal case.”
Naway.

Do zami ike Yuu Kazami t0o?!

“But Laumi, in your case your avorite person s someone else,Fight’
“But ook at Kazami.."

Taumi'sface was bright red.

Her favorite person i definitely Ryuuic

She loves Ryuuichi but she also realy likes Yuu Kazar,



And s the same case with Seiko.
Fwonder ifhis s what love realy s

s Yu's new drama seri

1 s it 0o, and it made me falinlove with him all over g

have you bought his latest CD?"
“I baugh it and got the exclusive limited edion poster 0o."

Ttwent on and on ke that,
Twas llthe girls could alk about
Allof our conversations became sbout "Yuu Kazami

wowr
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Lm shocked.

‘Suddenly, Yo Kazami was sanding rightbefore me.

whatthey'e calld?
s his body printed o a lrgepicce of cardboard
1 wonder what thy'dsay sbou his back n the occan.
Abh

Vo Kzam

Everyone rally doesfove him

Allofthe i are tosally i love with Yo

Yeaaaah.

Thatsright

Allofthe girs are saying it o0,

Magbe.

Maybe tha

whtlove realy is.



Oh yeah.

ve got 1o get refocused, s0
R “anunl» e
Ready. s, G
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“The Idol and the Mermai

Thats right.
When | started all of this, that was my goa.

and Seiko in the

“Thats how [ became rinds with Harum, and L
place.

Since then weve all becn checking up o cach othe.
Butno.

Ty b disacted by keeping my eyes o this guy nsead
Which means.

Slowly, Ive notced.

Tye slowly,sowly ralized.

That



Whie ' been looking at i
While scarching for my destined lver.

-

e otied that there'sonly one person ke
Thatlove. @

Andso-

ik ve e i v, el
Like Seiko said it would be.

Butalthough | think Yuu Kazami s cool, he's not the one 1 love.

ettt s how sy .
Inmy

‘When I hear the word "love” there's ony one person | think about.

There's only one person n the world who comes o mind.
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Anyway.

“The person k.

“The person I fove.

e found i,

And

“Thistime.

Tknow for sure s love. ©
Thistime.

m going 1o make it happen.
Thave a feelng il work out.

Tt must be Mermaids intiton.

“Hey Seiko, did you sce that someone put a new posterup i the
bathrooms?”

“Stop i, no way, v gota go chesk it out
Sk, it wasn' you,then who postd it

Rowichiwould hve gt Skt p thepostr 0, he'd b
doing it all over the hou



“Acually, it was me Q"
And 1 rose my hand.

Ryusichi had a stumned expression on his fce.

“Well, ke him to0
Ryuuichis expression looked even more shocked.

“tear

el 1 don ke him staring at me while m trying 1o use the bath-

Was Ryusichi geting upset sbout Yau?
“That can' b,

Because it just a poster.

That 1 postd up.

1 thought it would make peopl happy.
Thats why 1 did it

“The paster o Yuu

Was staring back at .



S MERMAID PANC@

She looked my way thoughtflly.
*Ah, O not1! Yunsltestdrama episode just started!”
Jeaz

Ryuuichilooked in the direction of the screen of 1o the sid, where Yuu's
drama ws playing, and seemed 0 be los n thought.

Yo wasinthe drama.
And in th snging varicty shov.

Andin commercals.

Exeryone  seemed 0 be glued o her serens.
Everywhere, people were bscssed with Yo

171 say so mysel, whoever put him on the sercen had a nice ides.

his gravre f
Towas eally perfect
Bt forsome reason, it el lke something about Yiuu was missing.

Brenthough Sl wa s
total admiraton.

12 up at his face on th sercen with alook of



However.
Heisnita love rival of mine.
And L won' give up.

Fans like Seiko were on the TV and they are't giving up
cher

Ireally ke Yo too

But | want o flfl the "Mermaid's Legend” even more.

B! Yuuut1 Q)

I an instant,  shil scream rose from the TV sereen.

s b spotted Yuu and were ina frenzy.

I guess thats how it s
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“Hove yo
Tevas Yuu's voice

Saying it as if b noticed e

Asihe were staring into my eyes s e sid i
Llove. you.

Wowhatshould | da?

Tharmp thump sy,

My hear sared o pound.

vas paicking

Thatsright

“Thats hov this esly fcs.

Al



b
Bt

Whatshould | do about this?

“Hey. what stupid thing are you doing while iting in frontofthe TV?2"
“ReRy-Ryuichi.L, L h,  was just watching Vos..*
“Areyou a moron now 102"

1had never heard him call me a moron like that before.

“Whatdo you mea
“Being absorbe ina drama scricswill ot your brin.*
Ryuuichi said mater-of fuctly

B

He would even fae me as e said .

geti,

He must be copying, because that must be something Yuu says 0o,
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Or maybe it because... 1 said 1 ke Yuu.
iguess 1 studied those ove magazines more, 1d know whats going on
Like about what the rd thread of destiny s

had read that lovers whoare destned to be together boh have red threads
tied around their pinky fingers

Bt donft see any

Vo docsnt have a red thread on i

I sce him, 1 tell i hows much | ike him.™
1 puffed out my chestand said confidently.

Andhen,

B i
want o say 0 me

Ryuichi said.

His eyes were flashing (ul of passion in my dire
But why?

Did 1 say something strange?



“Shinju, wha did you say about that idol guy”
“What about 2"

I guess you don' understand. But Shinj, if you relly jus ik idols, then
Tauess you'e jus

Hiving on the planet.”
Ryuuchisoid with asgh.
Whar?

Whatthe heck?

A diffren than the others?

“Are you saying 'm not ke other people,that Im not ke a human, that
i like someone who s from the occan?”

n

and,
‘An ordinary person or an entertainer.
Me,and Yo

Like someone from the occan or land.

What the hell,
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Jear
What has goten nto Ryuuichi laely?
Hes ealy shocking me with his atitude.

But ' sure hell be fne.

“Wel, thatsfne by me,ineither case.”
Tsaid,smiling.
But

Iwonder e knows that I'm realy a mermaid

some point.

1 ot care i Yuu i a entertainer of not”
L said again, beaming.
hins, do you really ke i

Ryuuichiasked, puzzled.

es, 1d0. Q.
1

said,even happier than during my fast reply



But
Really,all | care bout i fulfling the "Mermid Legend".
just want o find m beloved:

And Sl my destiny.

"So you're saying you'e going o chase’ i ke the others do
H?

“Chase?™

We dont se that word i the world o Merids.

Whatdocs that even mean? I got o respond befor | s weird
Bt

T don't know what it .

“What do you mean, chase”

s going t be ke the other diots,lning up in front of the st
and TV sations tying to et elimpse o him?”

“Imean,are you going to chase’ Yuu and ry 0 meethim n person?”
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m sure il
oh
So thats what hase’ means
165 the apposic of wat around.
1 doit even keow where | would begin o try and ind Yo
1 s  will g chase him, | donft want o waitaround hre.”
Ryuichi clenched his fst
Fd e sen him do that beore.
Wel, do whatever you want”
Rywichi somped offna fury
Yuu

Wit for me.



Tstared into his brown

Shiingbck st me
fom the sereen.

Wait fo me, Yu.
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1l follow you anywhere!

“Shinjo, T follow you 000
“Seiko!”

“IFyou're going to chase’ Yuu, then, U definitely going (0 00! Q" Seiko
suid, aising her voic (08 evered pitch

e must have averheand me and Ryuuichi's conversation.

But

. ehasing an ido topet
srange.

“Well, Shinju, how do you intend to ‘chase’ Yuu?"

“Huly

Thad no idea wht she was saying.



Ohyeah
1 s 1 ave o figre out whre 14 find him.

et think about tha,

Buteven when | think about .1 dot gt any dess.

1sce

Ot yeah.

Seiko's my rival, even in‘chasing’him, 50 be weird 0 el her.
Nope

Well

' ot alone. There are many others chasing afe him 100 and waitng for
him, though | don' realy understand why.

I him, Sk 1
said, tuming away from Sciko.

I mean, Yuuis all over the TV, and at concerts, and at a bunch of

ifferentevents. Tm sure Ul un into him eventual
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msure you will,Siko.”
Clap lap.

1 gave hera round of appluse.

“The magazine | own hs  schedule ofall uu's pcoming concets.
Butubbh

Whre st cxactly?

Fip .

1 went searching theough the magazine.

“Oh, hre t st 11l defnitely e Yo atthis concert! Q)"

Tomorrow.
Yo willbe performing tomortow and Il meet him there.

Welllmeet, wel fll i love, and our romance willbegin

Allofmy il
model Yuu.



Allin one short.
1 ko thas o il b

Meand Yuu will mect -

And first well make a pledge o ove

And then el sal it with a kiss -

Andihen

“Thee will be  happy ending fo the Mermaid World
And Il retur back 0 the ocean.

looked outof the windov at he sea.

I¢Tooks o pleasan.

Boththe marina and the besch

Twant o hury nd getback 0 the ocean

Twant 1o swim n the sea again
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Andiso v got 0 do my best.

1 bet L have many love rivals for Yuu,

Buaut, v sl ot o give it my best st

“Thistime, T going 1 put away the Sea Witch Wyndia for good!
Thats my goal.

o flfl the Mermid's Legend®

Tve ot o sucseed.

And 1 donthave a moment 0 wase

1 doll it akes.

And on that note.

[ —
m going 10 check out this coneert
And T going 1o take this poster with me (o,

Bt



Nomatter where it happers,

ve 2ot to meet Yu,

Peck peck
Lehecked around.

Ouside, it looked like some sightsees wer taking in the view
Huk?

What the?

And it did' scem right
“There wasa crowd o i,

Abig crowd.

And they all urned to e t the st
Temade me jump a e it

Tevas weird

Twonder what they're dong.
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“Hey, what are those people doing
1 said utloud, without thinking

hinju?

chasing afer Yuu alo.”
“What

Allof those peaple ar also looking for Yuu?
“Theyre allchasing him?

Somany gis?

Thatss0.

So

S

Somany!

“Everyone’s witin for Yo"

Naway.

gasped
Won

canttstop gaping.



“Slow down, Seikl
“S-shinju!

Seiko staried waving her hands and dashing towards .
Her stroll broke nt a fll it s 0 where | was standing.

Tha

just ke her
Just ke Seiko,

“Thekind of i 0 ush up  mountan

She joined he o

“They were swirling around fke & huge storm

“There were oo many girls to coun.

hadjust
of mé and behind me.

And they were all us ke ach oter
Jumping and jumping

Jumping and srcaming.

Thatwas i

front
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front o'
ofit

How was Y going o get through?
Tt made me ncasy, and then | hard the sound of n cngin roar
Andin an instant

“AAAAAAHHHHHHHHHHHHL

Allofthe il began o shrck.

The car drew closer and all o thegils siared o franically wave
“They began shouting Yunis name.

It a eally loud situation

“W-Wha-Whatshould | do2t”

1 was toaly stk i place.

1 didnt know what was going on.

“Shinju, Yin s driving in his car towards o

What



Hub,
Acar.

Tesopped just at the ntrance of thetiny opening i the crowd.

‘And the gils began 0 rush at him.

And then,

“AHHHHHHHHH!

“The gils sarted to seream even louder than before,

“Theie shrcks were so high-pitched you could feelthem i the sir

What?

Huk?

Butme - 1 was in a total panic

Was it possible that Yuu was going 0 come through the crowd in hiscar?

Or maybe he'dgetout
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Now s my chance to meet Yau!
But s, Fye gotto make eye contat
Standing on my iptoes wan't be enough
Whatshould | do

At

e gotit

il take control over the siuation.

And

And hen,

Here's here! ©

Vuuis getting out of the car!



AHHHHI Q
e scen him in gravare shots.
e seen him in dramas.

e seen himin

e videos.
Andin commercials.

Butin person, he's even cooler!

Bt

No.

L shoulda' jurmp a i i & public plac lke this.

And my fiekd of vision is clouded by all of the girls in fron of me.
Maybe Pl ry to make my way over o him,

Badum @

My heart skipped a beat,
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Meand Yuu.
Here ogether,
“Time has stopped.
And

Oureyes

Have

Mt

And

Now

Stowly.

Stowly



“Theclock sarted 0 sy move again
Yo

Sumounded by gis.

Guarded by is sl

He began to make his way nta the concert hall.

Badum, ba-dum, ba-dum

‘You could hearthe sound of my hears thumpin.

Even over the shrieks and squeas of the women surrounding .
We had a moment.

Bt

Meand Yuu

We didteven really meet.

Butin one glance from Yuu, | was changed.






“Shinu, i you get 0 se Yuus

Seiko was talking to me.
“Yeah, 1 saw him perfecty.”

ihoughtabout it,smiling.

ealows, 1 couldt see im at
“Fmean, we did glanc atcach other, but | didt get to meet him."

it mean to, but 1 Kind of bragaed to Siko.

“The previoussccne.
Happened inan nsant,

Bt

“That moment has burmed into my mind.

As brightas thesun
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s engraved.

On my hear

“Shinj, you have such a grea it sense.”
Jez

Seiko s, ot even looking at me.

She pulld down her eyl and stuck ot er tongue at e
“Lshould have b the one 0 s Yuu”

Tl just have to imagine i instead”

Seiko

iy concluded.
Butjez.

1es fin,

1l ave o keep on beleving.

That defintely.

Somedsy.



Yo, he saw me.

And Vo confident wel see cach
other again.

Mermaids dort make mistakes
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Idol¥¢Declaration of Love

“Its awful ifs awll”

Harumi nodded he head while looking at the newspaper.

Everyone scemed to be reading it

sports section.
“What happened, Harumi?* Lzumi asked.
Without missing a beat, Harumi spread the page out befor her.

‘Vuu Kazami - Declares his love!




She shricke.
“Decares his love?”

*“Shinju, have you ead his aleady?”

Harumi flatened out the paper.

began o read th atice while standing next 1 Lz,

i love with he and-

What?

While I was chasing’ him

And I never gota chance fo mest him atall

Yuu...has declared his love..
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B

Rightafte ve me.

She dectred her lovefor Yo
And sa mmaybe.

Yes.

Maybe she.

Maybe she ealyis oved by Vi
Theye n love.

Andme.

Definitely



“Ugh,until now whenever he's been nterviewed about i, Yo has never
talked sbout having a lover before, This an't b,

Harumi said.
She seemed on the verge oftears.
Even though as she sad i, she was smilin.

' been waiting for my chance to meet Y1
“To see him outside ofa scene in a drama show,

And 1 beieved it would happen, a5 if we were bound by a red thread of
desiny

I never even considered another aption.
justassumed everything would go my wy.
Alightt

1 give it another ey, "chasing” him!

I'm determined to make this work.
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Nomatter where [ have (0 g0 0 see him, Il ind Yo again.I¢s important.
B,

Of course.

I need t do some more investigaton,

Butmy love i srong.

And oday, Yuu s performing ina singing competiion

s v o, 0 maybe i1 g0 ousidsof s TV s T b able
o bump int b

And his time 11 go alone.
But

“This time e got o make Yo kiss me.

“Oh wow
‘Without thinking, I raised my voice.

Shouting to mysel like some weird county bumpin, but, 1 can'tbe
helped.



As for me, | felt ik splashing up from the sas and ino th skies,
ascending ke 4 mountain climber nto the i

But
Lastt climbing alone.
“The crowd in frontof the TV sation was roarng.

“There was a huge fine i front ofthe entrance.

ank.

trying o s
inside of he tank.

Sparkling.

Gilitering in the water.

There were so many people tying 10 s t.
Mosty the same gk "chasing” Yu atth concert th ot ight
And men it camers.

Mostafthe people there weregirl around my age.

And they were all swarming the entrance.

There were gathering, but that wasnt ],



“There were also many aduls around.

“There were cameramen and microphone staff from the TV siation there,
oo.

And there were even newscasers seting up cquipment.
Heas ke watching  sene on TV already.
AHHHHHH

1 sce. They mustbe here over the e confesion
Thats igh.

1 came here to because | heard o ha.

Man, whatshould 1 do

“This many people being around i going t be a huge problem for me.
achieving my mision.

Even i met o, | would't be able (o get  kissfrom b ke ti.
on

Bt be okay.

1 mean, 1 haven' even confesed my love o Yuu et

Anyway,the reportersand securiy gusrds would swarm Yau even ifhe
Even i he liked me J

Y cant clearly decide what  want to do or o 1 want o el i how 1 el



O, butthats rght.

Tee hee hee hee F

Man, it fels uny.

R and |
but just ke everyone else I'm here tying to et closer.

And once | get his attention, Yuu will be mine. Q)

Somehow,

allwork out

At
His cor!

He's in the same one now that he was during the coneert

TV saton,
door-

s Yol ©

Wait- who i that?
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There was someone inthe car with Yo
He's cooland even alle than Yo

Wearing a business st

Even tinner than Yuu

He had the stern image ofa caleulting youn .

He sepped out i front o thereporters 0 sheild Yot from then.
1 s he mustbe You's manager.

o

Noway.

Even thereporters were totally cut off. There'sno way the rest ofus il
even get close.

Allof Yuus fan girls sighed colectively, exasperated.
Alght.
Here's my chance!

Towon' e it end like the lst time.



Allofthe "chasing” girls were now totally surrounding me, and | wasntin
e coean and coldat s rpicly swim ey o

a
the huge fsh tank.

It hing sips on e ' i i rouble.
e it i,

AR I id that n front of so many people. it wouldt b good.
1 woulds be able 1o sce Yuu, thats for sure

But there was na way out of the crowd.

How am | gonna fulfill the "Mermaids Legend” now?

Ughtin

1 doft ven want o hink sbout .

1 el like i e oo much presure.

“You seem ke youire mors st t being in water”

Huh?
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Whats that?

Suitd 0 being n the water?
Who s tis?

Do they know that I'm @ mermaid?
It can' be. b,

Somehon it sounds s fila
Ba-drn.

Ashiveran up my spine
No.itcan' be

1 flt 0 o guard,and ere 1 wassanding igh nar  vater founai o,

“Oh, ohh.. Wahh

ried 0 steady myselfwith both hands to keep my balance, but it was no
go0d.

s losing my gip!



SpLASH.
Rightbefor my cyes.

1 saw wate droplets ying owards e
Andin an insant

FWoOSH!

Somehon

n another insant.

A billan ightofight

A lightas brightas the sun.

Whersdid it come from?

“The fash oflght asted only for a moment

Andin the et instant -
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“Hee, hee, hee."
e heard that laughing voies before.
My pears perked p.
1t was coming from where the light was before.
turmed to face where the voice was.
And 1 saw something glimmer.
Shining on herchest was a black pearl necklace?
Wyndia2t
Tcan'be,
Shes revived herself and come back from the ocean.
Noway,
105 definiely Wyndia

Bt




the Sea Wich
the oceans and even the whole world nto 1000 years of darkness ifshe
had the chance to.

I sure thatsher plan.
O, but,but but,there's o way to o for sur.
Butthen -

Adrop of water from the water fountain fel on my leg.
BWOOSH! ¢

A lash of pink lght

From the water fountai

Everything sared swirling.

Wyndia, but T

here for now.

“There's so many people around, plus reporers with camerss, and T need to
form,

i e, T ettt e Yo,
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e gt to get vy fromtht wate fountan,
Now s o time for taking a swim.

“That black par neckce

1 waset wrong about scing it befor.

T sent shivers up my shine, o se i shimmer on her chest.

“The Sea Witch Wyndi

1 won ive . o matte o much she i o et in my way
Onlyatiny dop of water ot o me from the water ountin.
Bt couldfel my g ingling from it

m sure Wyndia would love to use this problem 10 trip me up,



Huk?

Even though a drop of watr got on
me, 1 haven' tansformed

Iwonder why | didn't change?

Beter not stop o think abou it in
front ofallthese people.

e decided. 4
Just waitand see.
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T'm supposed to hug which guy!?
Humuuush?

Behind the water fountain
‘Something looked ke it was swimming away.
Have  scen that fce somewhere before?
And anyway - whats tis building?

Isce.
“There's something up on the ceilng.

But there's all these people near the ater fountain, and tons of TV camera
erews in front of the buiding entrance.

Idoeart oo ke e any e he biling s he e
i the big water fountain,




Bt
But
Ohh, lucky! @

ofthe TV camera crew moved out of the way. and now there's no
evon <ango trought

Yay, this s grea!
Pesk peck.

1 chesked around.

Playing i the fountain

form and rush thrgh.

st 1o ke my bk 0 the vt
i sure nobody will notice
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Tiucked my pink pese ncklace ina my shit,
And hen

Withall my migh.

prayed -

Please et me say a human g,

Abeam oflght,
Came down from the sky and shone on me.
Alight, it OK!

T sl walking on just o fect.

any water droplts.

1 checked myself ou quicklyinthe gass befoe the entrance.



dropletof sl

i, even though I got
Tooklike  human gil. ©

T
But

et Wyndia know that 1 have my eyes on Yu.

Fwonder shere Yuu s right now.

pas
wide rght in frontof me.

And i an nstant T had a premonitin.

Tt mst have been my sixth sense.

Bt could el that Yo was upsais, walking around.
Veah 1%

Tha

right
He must be o the 3rd oo
T don't have any reason for knowing that.

Bt just have a feling that's where Yuu s
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‘Someone rshed intothe levator,and up it went. So 1 decided (0 take the
sars

Fovas a total outsider here, after al.
Sol think 1 should b careful.

Whew, | finally reached the 3rd floor
ook & peck aroun

Y stuck my face out a tiny bitfrom the door.
And here he was - Yuu! ©

“Huh?

Did.
door?
It looked ke TV setwarchouse,
Ttwasa shock.

But Again, my sixth sense prked up.

Thave a eird ecling sbout all o his,



1 should sarch around.
betthe Sea Wich Wondia i luking around here somehere
Yeah

1 doithve i to be carces.

Geta move on, Shinju!

Ba.dum.

She's hre

‘Swat roled down my forchead

Okay

e got o open my eyes.
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But, even it been a while since we were inthat duskness together, you
couldnt el at all, she was totally normal

ANQ

Heshere! O

Well finally mest his time! ©

I definiely going 10 happen for me this ime! O

o sure of i, this tme, 1 see Yo, and we'l fll in love. ©

B,

Yuu

‘Wht s he doing in a place fike thi, urking near  sorage room?
it think we'd e here.

But Vuu s here, just ke me, 5o this time w

I defniely meet. O

Tee hee hee Q'



T sure o i
Soon, Yuu and 1 will behand n and.

However

Badu

had adark ecing come ove e,

Yo ganced my way, bt then loked in anther dircton.
i

There st be someone cse Y i ooking o

And theyre closcby.

Twonder

Y almost saw them in Yo' eyes.

on,

ontih.
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Ontn
That voice | didt want o hear

Bt

But.Yau

B

Bt bt we wer going (0 embrace
And now Yuu s holding someane clc
Hey,waita minute,

That il

Iy scen that person bors.

Y defiicly.

in the car with Yuu




Hesal
He's cool.

“This has go 1o be  misiake.
Ive got o hold it together
bt

Yuu's manager i - s-a oy
Yusand o man..

What th heck.

Yoy-Yuu was embracing another man?!
Another man,

Another man

Witase.

Bt

0
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B
IFtheyre holdin esch ther.

Hult ot

Vi having touble brething ke s out of water.
Step.

By step.

Carefully backing away.

s creeping backwards without looking when | sceidentaly it
Something.

Clang.

Aloud erash,

my direction.
Andin the next nstnt,
Rush rush.

“The sound of people runing.



vt going on?
Who's there?”

Y manager was walking towards me
“The ootsteps were drawing neaer

Eek

h, um, i just me.
el nto a panic s they drew closer:

Badum

Justwhen | thoughtthe fotscps would stop -
Someone grabed

My arm.

and plled me

"Ackr”

And 1 almost el forward
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And then,
My hand ent behind my back.

Clench,

Weshewhat?

What?

Before | could turn around | was being embrace
Hiltd my head up o see who -

YeYuir

“The person holding me was Yo,

Acki Q@

Thnew i, Yuu really does love me! Q)

Tknew it



He's inaly hugging me.

I sure now we'll make a vow oflove. ©

Hehu?
Butvait-

Whatahoutthatscene from befor, Yuu hugginghis manager?
How did e get fom there 1 here?

Why s Yuu hugeing me now?

How s this happening?

Aremy eyesbetraying me?

O that must b .

Hmustbea daycream,

Justa daydream.

i '
magining t, nd | s someone elsc with Yo

Allalone, 1 felt understanding registr in my eyes.






FLASH!
Allofa sudden,there was  blarofight,

Just ke infrontofthe watercounting

And his time it was really bright oo,

FLASH FLASH FLASH FLASHI!

Atleast, 501 though.

Bt now there wre microphonesin front of me oo just ke befors
"M, Kazami,tis g i defiicly your lover right?”

"M, Kazami, will you please ntroduce her o us2"

"Miss,please tllus your namel”
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A lusy of questions.
Lighs inmy fac.
Reporters flooding in from all o the entrances.
Surrounded by the sound of ootsteps.

sur they're looding he building, hoping 0 et sn3p of Yo
A

Teotit

Thatlight

s fromth flash ofcamers.

Butwai

Was that flash 1 saw near the water founainaso from cameras?

Teuess so.

But 1 could have swom | saw the image of a mermai

Maybe | canthave my picture taken eiher?

water fountan.




Whatshould 1 do
She doestt have any proof that ' mermaid.

Bt st should hury and complete the "Mermaids Legend”.
And umn,

o do tha, I nced t rceive a vow of o,

And Tve got 0 be Kissed.

“The Mermid's Legend”

Once exery one thousand years.
A mermaid prncess becomes  human,

And she mustfind hr loverbefore hr 16 birtday.
And eceivea vow oflove.

And.

She must be kissd.

nz
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Yeah.
Shinju
Youive got 0 geta kissfrom your ove,

S0 do your best

Bu
Bu

These reportes.

The flash s i the watr fountain.
Ughhih.

Right now I don't have any use for kissing.



A Fantastic Photot!

1Tl have to postpone getting a kiss for now.
BuL
Fwonder how long | can get away with it and sl be in.

11l be my 1611 birthday soon.

And if Wyndia had goten me to fllinto that water fountain.

And i1 hadit notied that Yu and his male manager were ineresied n
hother,

I'wouldthave had a cue,
ol wont forget tis fesson

Shin.
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e just got 0 take the nexe sep.

And do m best!

Hey, Shinju, what the hel were you doing?”

Ttvas carly morming, and Sk was in my room shouting

1o her hands she hld  newspaper

And she was waving it in my fce.

‘She had the nterainment scetion open.

“The newspaper musthave ol of sesterday's news n i
Seiko. et e s that paper”
Oh, e it i, you vt 0 secee.”

Seiko spread he newspaperoutbefore me.

And there was  bie huge picure.

A gt picture,
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Andit was  snap of me and Yuu embracing. O

We ook a e bashil

on
Butat the bottom of the photo with Yuu theres -

Wovewhatdoes that soy?

Mermaid Discovered?!

“Thats the headine.
s this what i s ke whensour blod i boiling?
1 could el my body empersture rising.

“That hedline.

e its sl

Bt
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s such  ice photo
You canseethe TV sation reflected i the water ountain
Andifyou el rally ook at .

You canseelightshinig i the wate founta 0.

Must becn the camera's lash,

"What s the meaning of this, Shinju?”

What,
WoWhat should 1

[ E—

Imallnervous.

Seikos face looked lke she had o dea what was bappening
s this photoreal?”

Seiko flaened outthe newspaper and poined at th pictre.



The photo of me and Yuu?
on.

see

Whata relif.

enc of me and Yuu embrac
bl i ey & ot

2.t lookslike a posed shot, nobody

“The photo looks ke
Nobady wouldtink otherise
on

Thank goodress.

“Shi

1 oy v exlin o o S g 1 pll s o
Sekowas ik with e

“There's nothing (0 explain, you se the shot exacily asis."
1 explained, brimming with confidence.
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e you bing for real?”

And she cheered right up.

tyou the one who encouraged me tochase afer him? [
Tty oo s e

Lcould el Seiko didnt really believe me ye.
It bappened suddenly,but.*
Seika was gathering up he newspaper
Ohjeaz, what s she thinking.

~what's wrong Seikol?"
And then she sudenly hugged me.

1 was shocked

*“Shinu, you look ke you made Yuu really happy.
She wasall eary-eyed.

"Iy ahways, always wented for s o getslong.”




What did Siko mean, she wants us to be close?
BuL

Once the "Mermaid's Legend” has been fulflled we'l go our scparate
ways.

il etum 0 the oceans heough the magic ofmy pink pesl
We probably worlt s cachother again

OhTsee

el will Bve o part from Sciko at some poi.

And no just Sciko

ot see T or Haruka anymore citer

Or. Ryuuichi.

Ohno.
il have 0 retum 10 the blue seas

And 1 thought that ulfling the "Mermaid's Legend would ony be
happy thing,

But guess.

Ihad o Jeave my fher's home and ll ofthe fshes o be e,
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That's right.

I should check in with the other fish and let them know about Yuu.
They all told me it was no good anyway.

They had realized I liked Ryuuichi too.

Ohhh.

I tiptoed without a sound into the room of his father who was overseas.
There were tons of pictures of the ocean.

And

Ohh I found it! Q

A giant tank full of fish.

"Shinju"

"It's been a long time."

I held my hand up against the tank.

The fish inside all gathered together as if to greet me.

"Everyone, I think I need to go back to the sea."

"What, what do you mean?"
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"I mean, look at this."

T held up the page from the sports section of the newspaper against the
side of the tank, spreading out the photo of me.

"Who is going to kiss me after this?"

"Shinju, did you really like that guy anyway?"

"Besides, you can't force someone to like you anyway, right?"
"Umm..."

I didn't have the words.

Didn't know what to do.

But then.

It came back to me.

"I do like him, I really did like him, I made up my mind."

"Ohh, really, but I thought you liked Ryuuichi too, and you were going to
tell him about it, and you were going to have a happy ending together."

"Yeah, but remember I told you about Izumi?"
"Yes."

Jeaz.
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That's right.
Ohh yeah.

Izumi also told me she's a huge fan of Yuu's and she said something about
Ryuuichi over the phone too.

Suddenly I felt terrible.

That's right...

"What's wrong, Shinju, did you think of something?"
"N-nothing, I was just lost in thought."

"Ohh really, because you looked pretty upset."
"I'm not upset."

But.

My face was flushed.

And.

It was reflected on the side of the tank.

I wasn't happy.

"Hey, Shinju."



124

It was Ryuuichi.

He had come into his father's room.

And he was standing right in front of the doorway.
And.

Badum.

My heart beat.

It made a huge sound.

Oh no.

What should I do.

"Hey, what are you doing in my dad's room, and who were you talking to?"
I-I-

I've got it.

I've got to calm down so I can come up with an excuse for being in his
dad's room-
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and why he found me here.

My face looked really unhappy.

It's everyone's fault.

Yeah.

It really is.

"Shinju, what are you doing in here alone, making such a bizarre face."
"I -um, I-I-I..."

I nervously laughed.

"Shinju, Shinju, it's terrible!!"
"What?"

Seiko was shrieking.

We turned to face her as she bolted in.
"What's happened?"

"There are a ton of people outside of my window!"
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After she said that, we peaked outside of the window.
"WHOAAAAA"

I shouted without thinking.

It was as Seiko said.

There was a huge crowd outside of the window.

I could even see people standing around with microphones and cameras.
Oh.

I get it.

They're TV reporters.

"They came here to hear your story, Shinju."

"W-wh-what should I do?"

I wouldn't be able to see Yuu like this.

Wyndia would come by and ten minutes and get in the way.
Speaking of which...

I could have sworn I saw the glimmer of a black pearl out among the
reporters who were with Yuu yesterday...
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I had a bad feeling.
"What should I do, I can't go outside." Ryuuichi said.
It would be like Ryuuichi to complain about that.
It's true that if he went outside, he'd get rushed.
But.
"If I never go outside, I'll never see Yuu again..."
"Well, come on then, out you go." Ryuuichi said.
He seemed so careless.
So frigid.
The way he said that sent chills up my spine.
I may be the Mermaid Princess.
And I have to fulfill the "Mermaid's Legend".

But I've got to do my best for the sake of everyone in the ocean...



Ryuuichi.

Left me alone in the room.
BANG.

The door slammed shut.

Fine.

Whatever, I have nothing to do with Ryuuichi.

Nothing...at all...

That's right.

Ryuuichi was saying I should go.

I guess I must, or else, I won't see Yuu again.

I wonder how I'm going to meet Yuu again.

I wonder if we'll seal our love with a kiss after all.
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But.

There's a ton of reporters in front of the house.
Ughhh.

What should I do.

Maybe I could put on a disguise.

Or sneak out of the window and dash.

And then.

Run all the way to the ocean.

And figure it out from there.

Okay, you can do it Shinju!!

I'll have to get to the entranceway to grab my shoes.
And then slide open the window...

I'll have to make sure none of the reporters are around one of them so I can
sneak out.
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But this is going to be a problem.

I'll have to cross the street to get to the beach.
And there's tons of reporters, everywhere.
"Shinju"

Huh?

What?

That voice...

It can't be...

But...

"R-Ryuuichi?!"

I looked behind me and there Ryuuichi was.
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It was definitely Ryuuichi calling out to me.

"Hey!"

Ryuuichi turned to face me.

"What?"

I caught his glance, turning in confusion.

Thud.

Heavy.

"W-what's this?"

"Moron, just from looking at it, can't you tell it's a helmet?"

"A helmet?"

Ryuuichi took a good look at me and waited.

"Oh, just hurry up and put it on."

Ryuuichi came closer and put the helmet on me, and adjusted it, but no
matter which way he turned it the thing completely covered my whole
head.

Tap tap.

He knocked on the top of my helmet.



132

"There's a motorcycle parked in the parking lot outside, but we
should be able to use it to speed away."

"Ryuuchi..."

"I don't have a license of course, but I think this is a special
circumstance."

Ryuuichi...

Was going to do this...for me...

"Come on, let's go."

I ran after Ryuuichi towards the parking lot.

Once we get to the middle of the parking lot, it'll be fine.
But until then, we were being chased by reporters.
Ryuuichi put on a helmet of his own and rushed on the
motorcycle.

"Come on, hurry up and get on."

I climbed up behind Ryuuichi.

"Let's get out of here."

I wrapped my arms around Ryuuichi's back.
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Ryuuichi...

"Let's go."
”Okay.”

BRrrr----roooom!

The engine roared to life.
GO.

The reporters were closing in on us.
But we surprised them all.



We sped towards Yacht Harbor.
"Hey, so where are we planning to go exactly?"

"Umm...I guess now that you mention it...I don't really know, I just
thought we should speed off today."

I couldn't see his face from the back of the motorcycle.
But Ryuuichi sounded shocked.
"I always feel like that too during the 'chase', you know?"

When I said those words, I could tell that Ryuuichi was upset.

"Shinju, you really like him don't you?"

What?

Why was he asking that?

Hmm.

In the instant [ heard Ryuuichi ask me that.
It was like hearing a playback.

Of an old recording.
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Replaying in my heart.
Just like when I saw Yuu and his manager embracing together.
I definitely wasn't mistaken.

It was replaying like a scene from a movie inside of my head.

Those two are lovers.

Shake shake.

I shook my head left and right.

But there was no mistaking it.

Even though Ryuuichi and his manager are both men.
Which means...
Which means...

There's no way Yuu could like me.



I was just one of many girls 'chasing' him after all.
Just another one who wanted him to hold her.

"I'm sure Yuu likes me."
I said, waiting for Ryuuichi to hear me.

L.

Said it plainly enough.

But.

I was really just waiting to see how Ryuuichi would respond.

But Ryuuichi didn't respond at all, he didn't even sigh.

But he seemed irritated.

I know he heard me, but now Ryuuichi was just being weird.

AH.

I see.

We finally lost sight of the reporters, our prayers have been answered.

Still, somehow he seemed irritated.
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"Ryuuichi, thank you."
I

Took off the helmet.
Thunk.

I let it drop.

"What are you doing, all of a sudden?"
Huh?

Why was he being all gloomy even though our prayers were answered?

"Aren't you happy that we got away from all of those reporters who are
after me and Yuu?"

"You moron, Shinju, didn't you think I noticed? I saw the photo of you as
a mermaid in the newspapers t0o."

"What?"

"You must think I'm some kind of idiot who has never seen a mermaid
before, right?"

"Ryuuichi..."

After all, he did almost drown because of Wyndia..
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Me and the other mermaids rescued Ryuuichi.
Back then, Ryuuichi had passed out.

But.

It seems like he actually remembers.
Ryuuichi...

Isee...

You really do...remember somehow...
But then...

He seemed...almost happy back then...
Y-you idiot, Shinju.
If he remembers, he wasn't even bothered by it.

"Hey, what are all those people doing over there, and why are there TV
reporters?"
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Huh?

Ryuuichi pointed in the distance.
There was a row of tall palm trees lining the road.

I turned to look.
There was a line of white yachts.
"Yeah -"

The Yacht Harbor was huge - and the decks of many ships bobbed along
in the waves, all moored along the shore.

And there was a huge crowd of people.

There were TV cameras everywhere.
Ugh.

There were a ton of reporters, too.

And Yuu's fangirls, too.

Ah! Q
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1 found him.
Yuu.

He was standing on a yacht.

"Let's go."

Ryuuichi said.

"Okay".

I nodded in reply.

"OK, I'll wait here"
"Ohh".

Ryuuichi waved his hand.
I waved back.
...Ryuuichi...

I was saying farewell to Ryuuichi...
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"The Mermaid's Legend"

I am the Mermaid Princess.
Everyone under the sea is waiting for
me.

But I've found people I like.

I've found people I love.

And I must share a kiss with my
beloved...
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Boy! Girl?!

SPLAASSH!

It reached all the way to the edge of Yacht Harbor.

If anybody saw me, they'd know for sure I'm from the ocean.

There was a bright flash of light.

My whole body was enveloped in a warm glow.

Splash.

My two legs.
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Turned back into a pink tail.
In the ocean.
Through the magic of my pink pearl.

I can harness my pink pearl's powers to turn from human into mermaid
and vice versa.

It feels kinda odd.

There are so many big white yachts here, it feels almost like a floating
city.

And of course, those persistent reporters are here too.

Naturally.

SPLASH.

I've got to find his face in the crowd.

Huh?
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Isn't that weird?

There's no one on deck?

Last time I looked, I saw tons of people on board.
Peek peek.

I decided to search the nearby yachts.

I checked out even some of the biggest yachts in the harbor, but no one
was around.

Oh!

I found him.

I'saw Yuu's face through a small round window.

Yuu. Q

Tee hee hee.

As always, he looks so cool.

I couldn't believe I saw him hugging another man yesterday.
Oh.

He's right there next to Yuu.



Mr. Manager.

It seems like Yuu's manager is with Yuu, even when they aren't at work
together.

but...

Somehow.

No.

I must be mistaken.

They were probably hugging as part of a scene being shot for television,
and my head was just spinning.

What's that.

Yuu.
Looked like he was panting.

Yuu was taking long hard breaths, and he looked like he was involved in
heavy exercise.

But if something were wrong, shouldn't Yuu's manager look worried?
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WHAT THE HEEEEEELLLLL

M-m-mr. Mr. Manager...

W-wh-what are you d-doing....?!

N-

No no no no no.

Mr. Manager was panting just like Yuu was.

And he was behind yuu.

ACK.

T-they were embracing again!!!

"STOP THAT!!"

Without thinking, I shrieked.

But they couldn't see me from the other side of the small

window underwater.

And so.



This time.

I wasn't mistaken.

That Mr. Manager.
H-he's a total pervert!!!
Yeah.

He's definitely homo.

For sure.

I felt myself.

Draw back.

After seeing that scene go down.

I had to recollect myself.
I wasn't mistaken.

It's exactly as I thought.

But.
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I wasn't mistaken at all.

I'm sure of it.

Yuu and his manager were making heavy panting breaths...
I'm embarrassed.

But.

Mr. Manager was definitely thrusting himself into Yuu.

They were embracing, and Yuu wasn't trying to escape from it -

Yuu, why didn't you do anything?

Being held like that.

O-of course.

Yuu...

Yuu is in love with his manager?

I-it can't be...

Especially because I’m here for Yuu’s sake.



But I guess you aren't really into me after all.

I'll have to tell Ryuuichi about this.

He'll want to know.

There's still a bit more time.

Maybe I'm not too late.

Suddenly, I want to tell Ryuuichi everything.
Maybe...

I should...

But.

At least, I've got to tell Ryuuichi about Yuu.

So many people have been 'chasing' after Yuu, trying to get in his line of
sight.

And I put so much effort into getting his attention too.

But he doesn't like me back.
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The one who liked Yuu, was me.
I was the one who liked him.

I was... the one... who liked Yuu.

What's this...?

Why did I get attached like that again?

I feel strange.

Shinju.
You've got to take another step towards the "Mermaid's Legend".

You don't have time to be overthinking this other stuff.

I swam away towards another yacht.

Holding my pink pearl necklace wrapped in my hands against my chest.



But.

I can't help but think about it.

Please.

Let me become a human girl.

Ohhh yay!

I've transformed back into a human girl!

I swam up towards the yacht deck, and peeked to see who was on board.

It wasn't just Yuu and his manager.
Tons of their staff members were on deck.
And there were reporters too.

How-ever.
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At a time like this, you've got to try to think ahead.
First, I need to make a success strategy.
And then I can worry about Yuu.

He's still down in his cabin for now.
Peek peek.

I want to find him.

But he's not here.

Oh.

I see.

He must still be staying inside his cabin.
With his manager...

Okay.

Let's try to make it into the cabin.
Where is the cabin?

Well, it looks like there's a big staircase leading down to where the cabin
rooms are.
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T just can't get discovered by the reporters -

"Hey, there she is, Himeno Shinju!!"

What?!

‘Whhaaaaaat?

No wayyyyy.

One of the reporters already spotted me.

Huh?

Ohhhhhh!!!

It's the same one from outside of the TV station near the water fountain.
Which means...

I knew it.

On her chest I saw a glimpse of a black pearl.

The mark of the Sea Witch Wyndia.

I knew it, there was no mistaking her.
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It's definitely Wyndia.

Wyndia must have used the magic of the black pearl to turn herself into a
reporter and infiltrate Yuu's staff.

"Did you come here to see Yuu Kazami?"

"Didn't you say that Yuu has a crush on you?"

"Are you guys on a date together today?"

The reporters questions came streaming in.
And there was nowhere to run to.

Maybe into the sea?

Yeah.

But if I jump into the ocean, I'll turn back into a mermaid in front of all
these people.

I wonder what Wyndia would think of that.
But.

Ohh, where can I run to?
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"Hey, over here!"

I'spun.
I turned behind myself, without a thought in my mind.
Maybe -

I don't know what to expect to see behind me but -

Oh, of course!

"Yuu! Q"

Yuu came to help me out.

"I didn't think you'd make it past all of those news reporters up on deck."

"Y-yeah..."

Yuu led me down the staircase.

Seriously.

Just as Yuu said, it didn't look like any of the staffers other than the talents
were below deck.
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"Mr. Kazami, don't leave, I want to hear your story."

"You too miss, please."

Even as we went down the stairs the reporters kept badgering us with
questions.

They really had a lot of nerve.

But this isn't the place to be worried about that.

"In here."

I turned to look to see what Yuu was talking about.

He was pointing to the top of the yacht.

As though we could climb up to the control cabin and get inside.

"Maybe if we wait in here, Takashi can do something about the
reporters..."

"Huh, Takashi?"

"Yes... That's my manager Mr. Kousaka's first name. He might be able to
help..."

Weird.

He used his manager's first name, definitely strange.
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Thud.

"Huh?!"

1 didn't expect me and Yuu to be here but -
Both Yuu and I jumped and turned to see the source of the noise.
Someone was standing at the top of the stairs.

And I could see her black pearl necklace shimmering.

Wyndia!!

Wyndia had transformed out of her reporter form and stood plainly before
us.

"I left all of the reporters up on deck to take care of news coverage
themselves."

Yuu cautiously took a step forward.
It was definitely Wyndia.

"Wait a minute, shouldn't you be with the reporters?"
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Yuu, sensing danger, took another step towards Wyndia.
There must be something I've missed.

Yuu took another step towards Wyndia, and got close enough that they
could touch hands.

Wyndia's black pearl was shimmering directly at Yuu.
"W-watch out!!"

I grabbed Yuu's hand and dashed off with him.

Ohhh!!!

It's too late!

There's a tremendously strong wind!
It was blustering all over the deck.
"Yuu!!"

I've got no choice but to jump into the ocean with Yuu.
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SPLASH!

A huge whirlpool started to spin around Yuu.

"You're both coming with me!"

Wyndia was aiming her black pearl at us.

"It's time to let you both finally see my mermaid form"
And in an instant a storm kicked up.

I noticed a big swirling menace inside of the ocean.

This must be her mermaid form.

Yuu!!

The depths of the sea.
Were pulling us both in.
This is bad.

If it keeps us like this, Yuu will die.
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I have to help him.

“If you help him it means exposing your Mermaid form. You do that and
the ‘Mermaid Legend’ will end, and my world- this ocean will expand!”
A low bellow came from the sea.

Jet black hair.

Eyes lurching out of the dpths.

A black pearl dangling at her chest.

“Even so Wyndia, I’m going to save Yuu!”

Replying to Wyndia, I descend deeper and deeper chasing after Yuu. If he
sees my mermaid form...

Even so,

I can’t watch Yuu die.
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I caught up to him.

I’m so relieved.
Yuu is unconcious.
In this case, he won’t have noticed my mermaid form.

I grab his arm and start swimming upwards with him.

But,

Even though I have to hurry, I stop for a moment.
You see...

In the ocean, Yuu’s pure white shirt is soaked through and transparent.
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On the other side...

H-H-Hold on a minute!

H-h-h-huh?

What?

The other side of Yuu’s white shirt...

Uh, I-It looks like a girl’s chest...

No way...

But...

B-But...

Let me just check under the white shirt to be sure.

No doubt about it...

Yuu is a girl?!
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Yuu was really a girl.

Wyndia spoke.

“As I thought, the ‘“Mermaid Legend’ cant be about two girls.”
“A girl...”

Yuu is a girl.

Which would make us both girls?

Me and Yuu.

When we embraced, it was between girls.

Hey, isn’t this really bad?

Doesn’t that make her embrace with her manager that much more
romantic?

He called his manager by his first name, not family name.
Does that mean...
But,

She still embraced me.
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Now, I see the reporter was helping me out.

“It seems my appearance was unnecessary. The ‘Mermaid Legend’ will
fail even without me. Why don’t you sit back and wait patiently for the
time limit to expire, and my ocean’s expansion.”

Wyndia’s deep voice rings through the sea.

I hate it, but I have nothing to say back to her.

Wyndia disappears back into the depths.

Forget you!

I stick my tongue out at Wyndia.

But if I can find a partner for the “Mermaid Legend,” I can still...



I can still stop it.
I’1l use the magic of the Black Pearl.
I'won’t lose.

I’ll save the ocean world from Wyndia.

Oh.

Oh no...
Before anything else, I have to get Yuu back to the surface quick!

If I stay here any longer, she might die.

What?!

Oh no!
Someone is swimming this way,

They’ll see my mermaid form!

168



169  MERMAID PANIC@

What do I do?

Oh!

It’s Yuu’s manager swimming this way.

He came to save Yuu.

He’s swimming this way deeper and deeper.

I can’t hand Yuu back over in my mermaid form.

For now I’ll peek up over the waves and see what’s happening.

Waaah.

Everyone’s freaking out on the yacht.

I guess so.

Yuu fell in the ocean after all.

If I come out right now in my mermaid form, they’ll take pictures though.
Yuu’s manager is swimming right for us in a straight line.

W-What do I do?
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Darn it!
This is literally sink or swim.
T have to let go of Yuu,

I’ll sneak back to the yacht on my own.

Please, Mr. Manager!

I hope he understands.
Yeah.
They’ve shared a vow of love,

I have nothing to worry about.

Look, before my eyes,
Yuu’s manager caught sight of her.
He drags Yuu to the surface and relief floods my heart.

For a moment.
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In a flash they’re back on board the
yacht.

Her manager looks relieved.
He’s looking at Yuu with warmth in

his eyes.

Yuu slowly opens his eyes.
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One More Happy End Q

“Hold on, Yuu was a girl?”

“I was surprised to learn that her manager was her lover.”

Throughout the town everyone was talking about Yuu.

After the boat, when Yuu’s manager saved her, all the reporters and
photographers onboard saw Yuu’s secret laid bare and it was totally let out
of the bag.

There’s a picture of Yuu and her manager in the sports paper.

Yuu is smiling.

She’s really pretty.

She shines even more brightly than when she pretended to be a man.

She always looks so happy now.
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Well then.
Yuu is re-debuting as a woman.

As she does...

“Yuu is so much cuter as a woman. It’s good.”
“Totally! Q) I’ll never stop being her fan.”

“Neither will 1.”

She’s really popular.

Her female fans have increased, and she’s made new male fans too. She’s
more popular than ever, I think.

I’'m happy for her.

I say that but,
Now I’'m back to square one.

I’'m back to staying at the Kaidou house with Seiko and Ryuuichi.
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I go to school, I see Haruka and Izumi.
Though it’s a bit different from before.

I guess I feel a bit sad. If the “Mermaid Legend” ends, I’ll be forced to say
goodbye to everyone.

‘When I think I’ll never see them again,
Haruka,

and Izumi,

and Seiko,

and Ryuuji.... Meeting them has made me so happy.

Summer vacation.

“You were camoflauged, huh Shinju?”

Haruka asks, her face peering over the edge of her paper like an old man.
“What’s camoflauge?”

I ask not sure what she means.

“In here, you hid from Yuu and her manager so you wouldn’t get caught
up in any scandal.”
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Izumi taught me kindly.

To hide from her manager, huh...?

Now that they mention it, they might be right.
Camoflauge, huh?

Yeah, I guess it was.

It was probably just my imagination that our eyes met.

I was probably confused wondering about why she embraced me at the
time.

Camoflauge, huh?

Hubh, so that’s what it was.

I can totaly agre to that.

I nod my consent to myself.

“Shinju, why did you camoflauge yourself, weren’t you mad?”
Haruka asks me.

Mad?
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I was surprised to hear her say that.

I mean,

I never felt that way at all.

I thought I liked Yuu, that she would help me with the “Mermaid Legend.”

I can’t blame Yuu.

Outside the window,

The brilliant sea spread out.

I still have time until my 16th birthday.

A setback or two isn’t the end.

“The Mermaid Legend.”

I’1l keep trying my best.
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After all I’m the mermaid Princess

Fight on! Q)

oOT O

LOSBS~+300



Afterword
How are you guys doing?

This is Marie Koizumi as always.

We’ve made it to Mermaid Panic volume 2.

This is the first time I’m doing a series like this so Koizumi’s pretty
moved.

Please tell me how you all feel too.
Just kidding.

I sound like an honor student.

But,

I really do feel so moved.

Ahv%
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I would really be happy if anyone hasn’t read volume one, if they would
read that too.

Volume 1 has more illustrations done by Miss Naoko Takeuchi, and the
pinup is especially great.

So,

That’s enough with the formalities and advertisements. I’d like to really get
into the afterword.

Miss Naoko Takeuchi, who has been producing my illustrations in spite of
how busy she’s been, went out on a date with me.

I want to tell you guys alllllllll1I1I~ about it.

Oh man.

Mine and Naoko’s date.

Deciding between Korean BBQ or Thai food.

We wound up going for Korean and a trip to a spa.
The place we went to was a great spot for exfoliation.

The old lady who did the treatment and the rest of the staff were all in black
underwear.

Not to say they looked uniform or anything.

Just very common black bras and panties.
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Though us customers were naked, so if anyone was going to be
embarassed, it would be us, I might have been a little.

It was a shock the first time I went.

Anyway, the treatment they did felt really good. Q)

Very refreshing.

Then we had some BBQ afterwards. it was kind of an old man’s date.
Ah. ¥%

But hey,

We went shopping.

We also had tea and cakes while chatting at an open terrace cafe, so it was
a cute date too.

It seems like Naoko likes chiffon cake and black tea.

I ordered a matcha cake with ice cream.

I don’t know if I really cared for the tea.

But,
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She ordered sour fruit teas frequently.

She seems to like onigiri and umeboshi too.

She must really like sour stuff.

I had a chestnut flavored cake myself, but lately I’ve really liked having
cheesecake.

Oh yeah.

I’ve had occasions I’ve gone to Naoko’s office to help out (though those
times weren’t dates...)

T used to draw comics a little myself, but that’s ancient history.
I don’t think I’m much help to anyone these days.
But Naoko’s assistants still seemed pleased all the same.

I wonder why.

Maybe just having any help at all?

But,

I liked helping too.

Il have to bring fruit and black tea with cakes next time I go )

Maybe we can take the car and go to a hot spring Q)
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Oh yeah.

Speaking of Naoko’s office, there was something unforgetable that
happened.

It was May of 1996’s issue of RunRun, in “Codename Sailor V”’
I’'m sure you know that’s one of Naoko’s comics.

Anyone who missed it should definitely pick up a volume.

I’m pretty sure there were 3 volumes altogether.

Maybe it was 4?

I can’t remember how long it was, but you should check it out.

Before the May RunRun came out, I got a fax that said “Marieeee, I'm
sorry!”

I didn’t know what she was apologising for at the time.
When I read the magazine after it arrived from Kodansha, I was surprised!

There was a comic artist called “Marie” that seemed to be modeled after
me.

I was floored.
Now that I read it, I understood. How mean!

Now I know why she apologised.
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Truthfully, I have a dog named Luna too.

Everyone,

Make sure to read it.

But be aware that Naoko was making a joke, that I’'m not actually like that
in real life.

That said,

I’ve written so many letters to everyone, but I still want to thank everyone
here as well.

My editor Yonekura.

Ms. Takeuchi’s editor Mr. Osano

Thank you both.

Ms. Naoko Takeuchi, for drawing such wonderful illustrations for me
while she’s already so busy.

Thank you so much.

Also,
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To everyone with this book in your
hands,

Truly, thank you so much.

“Mermaid Panic” is still ongoing,
join us up until the very end.

We still haven’t decided a release
date for volume 3 yet.

1 want to write more as soon as I can.

The next chapter is releasing
February 5th.

As far as romance goes, I plan on
doing something a little different.

Well then,

I look forward to seeing you all
again next time Q)

Kozumi Marie



How did you enjoy Marie Kozumi’s “Mermaid Panic” Volume 2?
Marie Kozumi and illustrator Naoko Takeuchi are waiting for your feedback.

Marie Kozumi’s fan mail can be sent to
162-91 Tokyo-to Ushigome Post Office PO Box 48, Kodansha “Marie Kozumi”

Naoko Takeuchi’s fan mail can be sent to
162-91 Tokyo-to Ushigome Post Office PO Box 48, Kodansha “Naoko Takeuchi”



OMAKE NO PAGE

Wh-wh-wh-what? Marie Gets G new car editionl

R’
fEN
Bum bada duuuuuanuuaum! ¥

The other day she let me know the rews I got 4 new
Maybe it was a year ago? Never mind &

Ampay I wanted to let you quys know she S 4 g

got 4 new car 100 & rivgr/

She got a mini—cooper and it's red. [T
"4lY a thing anymor,

God, the thing has three keys ( door enging and trunk) It seems super annoying.
It can't hold much gas either The wheel is hard to move, so is the brake. The
door too. And the trunk is ting. [ wouldn't ecaxtly call it a convenient ride &

1 tease her about it, but she's cute in it.

It's very like her

So cute!

She said she's been wanting that car for a4 long
time. I saws her flooring it and peling away in it.

Marie mignt be meeting her summer lover.
I just hope she doesn't get pulled over &

or get in an
accident

Naoko, would you make
me a Poruporu sticker?
|4
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