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damage caised by Kodak.
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Sorry, Wednesday -
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JUST WHEN | THOUGHT I'D
NEVER WRITE ANOTHER
COMIC AGAIN, ALONG CAME
"PRISM TIME” - | WAS 50
A LUCKY TO BE INSPIRED TO

‘ A WRITE THIS BOOK! "PRISM
'YX XXXXXXXXXXs TIME" ACTUALLY BECAME MY

MANGA DEBUT, AND LED ME TO MY CURRENT SUCCESS (IT MAKES ME SO
SENTIMENTAL)! -

| THINK "PRISM TIME" WAS ONE OF THE FASTEST COMICS I'VE EVER WRITTEN. I'VE
COME SO FAR SINCE THIS ONE, THANKS TO ALL OF MY DEVOTED FANS. THANK YOU
FOR BUYING THIS BOOK! | HOPE WHEN YOU READ THIS, YOU DON'T FEEL AS OLD AS
| DO. AT LEAST | CAN LAUGH ABOUT IT! <3
THANK YOU FOR SENDING ME LETTERS ABOUT THIS COMPILATION, I'M SO GLAD TO
REVISIT IT AGAIN!
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" WE ARE NOW
ARRIVING AT
SHINAGAWA

STATION,
PLATFORM
THREE. WE &

i APOLOGIZE FOR :

[~ Youve \
|\ GOTTA BE'
KIDDING!
I'M GOING
TO BE

Late! Ty %

"W

TRAIN
ACCIDENT,

THIS TRAN

WILL BE :
SHUTTING
DOWN IN
OSAKI.




I MEAN YEAH, T

LOST THAT, BUT
MORE IMPORTANTLY | .
I LOST MY PICTURE

OF MR. SHIRCU

YOU'RE S Tt ConrAT o WHAT?!
SOME GONNA DO IF you LOST
KIND OF S YOUR
AR COMMUTER

PASS?

. SEEMS PRETTY RN s S
% UPSET FOR I JE;;,;I HUH?! 15 W
SOMEONE WHO'S e |
Vs A SCHOOL (i SURPRISED | / CTHE'
y N\ | AssEMBLY. HEADMASTER
JUsT
N - SHOWED
TR o ur

» ) _ouy Founp [
N\ e THanks...

WHERE'S THE

PICTURE?!




THE .
PICT URE’'S,

(XYY 7 4

' YOU'RE TETSURO,

FRESHMEN.

{ RIGHT? I ,.f-ef-i-f . Z4
HEARD FROM ONE U f Ny
w| M OF THE OTHER |

|

/THERE WAS |
APHOTO /-
INE!DE OF |"

BODKLET '
THOUGH, DO

Yyou KMDW
WHERE IT /!

HEY,
WAIT UP!

N

AN UPPER
CLASSMAN,
RIGHT?

THANKS FOR |
FINDING MY F
COMMUTER //

PASS THIS '




VI A 16 THIS YOUR
BOYFRIEND,
MS. TAMAKI? |

{ HOW RUDE. |
‘|1| THOUGHT I'D
—j TAMAKI, WE | COME HERE TO
/ TAKE THE | THANK yOU
| SAME TRAIN [ BUT NOW I'VE
].H TOGETHER | CHANGED MY
} MIND/

NP




HUK?
WHAT'S |
GOING ON7,

EHE*E :I | D- L 'llf., =
GEmNG III' Il | : a1 -. i
SASSED BY | |' S
A FRESHMAN ‘-\ B

oooooooo

<. _FUN OF AN —
>~ UPPER &
/, CLASSMAN!

-~ -y . .

i ¥ 1 x g
r

L

i e

8 MS. \ é

.l; SHIROU'S |I o
| BKIRT [
' SURE |

| Looks |
' /
I

A

AH HA H
il



HIS ’y

VOICE /
15, HIS / ,ff .
VOICE | i |

6...

H

N 7

S | seous
/ A o STUDENT 7= ANSWER
~ \ " (F - v You COUNCIL == HlM THEN

sHouLD | ) )| maars | RGHT? ARE You
| BE? T~ ON THE
/i

ADMINISTRATION

| . T
- R vuMr =
i R 1 X |_X_ -

| THOUGHT You :
MIGHT WANT TO —~" NO. IT's JusT
CHECK IT OUT [ / THAT, AS MY WAY OF
(GIRLS ARE APOLOGIZING
SNOOPY LIKE g
THAT AFTER ALL)

FOR WHAT %~
HAPPENED THE =
OTHER DAY, |

LOOKED UP SOME

\ b DATA ;

o b g

==
: | ON SHIROLL...

| THAT'S ALL.

\

/ ) {

/




HIT ME

i THE
. FEELING
» YOU'RE
/* STILL
7 ANGRY AT
ME .

WHAT THE
HECK 15
THIS GLY
THINKING?
HE'S
REALLY |
WEIRD |

N Y

[ ‘ FROM YOUR \
5 ) s COMMUTER PASS
AN T Ly WAS TOGET ANY
EXCUSE TO TALK |

. TO YOU, Ms.
TAMAKI

4

i '-\\
D - \__

-~

THE
| PICTURE

FRAALG

REASON

EAT, 467, TWRATET ALMINTS: kD LEM

S AR T

CRELLATY GRASAN ALWENTE:  an

STER LI TS

ChRBAT ILLAISSES:

N3 ARk

LUe ¢

RINT 1L FARTILLER



" WHEN |
BUMPED INTO
YOU BACK
THEN, Ms.
TAMAKI, YoU
HAD SUCH A
SHOCKED
NEXPRESSION
ON YOUR FACE
WHEN YoU]
LOOKED AT

THE /
e I ONE TIME | BUMPED INTO

[ MR. SHIROU JUST LIKE | ”
,fgﬁggg'g BUMPED INTO YOU. BUT
THEN | FELL INTO HIS
o ARMS =
TOTALLY * [ [ A=
ouT OF MY i

LEAGUE / /\, -.

T T
= ,’&” ’ﬁ’ '{I/THEREAREEG("
- ,; MANY PEOPLE! { /

- ONLY TIME |

-

WE CAN'T TAKE EE.%LEDE C;E:
ATTENDANCE LIKE 1 UM was
THIS! LET ME DURING
" \PSCHOOL

" L FESTIVALS
.f/_“ AN By yg ,.f"-

/uf uHI .__-}___
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I DIDN'T THINK HE'D
EVEN REMEMBER ME.
| WAS JUST AN o
ORDINARY COMMITTEE

4 | ONLY SAW
I=1-l SHIROU THAT

MY PHOTO IN
YOUR

| commuTER

|




STUDENT |
COUNCIL,
YOU GUYS |
COULD BE | -
TOGETHER

<

ﬂRﬂNG TO HAVE
4 A CONVERSATION
|WITH THOSE GUYS
|16 LIKE GOING TO
ANOTHER PLANET

SHIROU

OPERATES ON A |

PLANE OUTSIDE [~ ~
OF MY

[ a EXISTENCE |#EX

THAT REMINDS
ME. THERE'S A

RUMOR /

THAT SHIROU |5 A
| BIT OF A PLAYBOY




% IF 1 54D
* p4 TOO MUCH

oT

MAKING A
CONTACT IN
THE GIRLS

GUTS,
TETSUROU

S-SHIROU?!
| - P o

Y/

X ‘Ii?!'

! W, . JEMBARASSING
o [ \ij
"- | (=




/\f/

YOU SHOULD
COME WITH
MEe. CYou
COULD JOIN
TOO!N

%

'TD

DFFIL‘E

uw

COME
RIGHT

i'-.I A
X

You
HAVE
TO

HE'S DOING EVERYTHING | CAN'T. |
THINK HE'S TRYING TO MAKE ME

WHAT WERE \ Y,
YOU TALKING

ABOUT WITH }E \ RN
MR. smmu?w "

| COUNCIL!

STUDENT




HEE
o

JEALOUS?,
WELL [

n C-:EEP THAT
SECRET

’f’/ YOUREY( TeE pee

,_/fl.mnM —

TZFWX IO —Z G0,

COME
IN, IT'S

FINE

WERE ON THE

WE'RE
DETERMINING
- WORK
Z ASSIGNMENTS
FOR THE NEXT
FESTIVAL

.._T.....,T?
T ¥ gvd
ZIL0
22
30 =5
SRIYI

>

3




s UsUALLY

*N50 SERIOUS'

THIS IS ALL
THANKS TO
TE‘T'SLIFZGI‘J g

BUT'IF WE
GO WITH \
WE'LL GO
3 OVER
BUDGET!
INSTEAD OF \#
Just -

LOOKING - °©

AT HIS

PICTURE

K
TAMAK], / /;UT
CAN You JUDGING

PLEASE Al LiNDERSTﬂNDr FROM THE
HAND ME U | FlsCAL
THAT | BUDGET
GUIDELINE | FROM LAST
YEAR...

imm" IT'LL

| TAKE /
THREE

WEEKS!,

OH, NO
THIS DNE
SORRY




Lﬁ_

SORRY
FOR NOT
BEING
ABLE TO
EXFLAIN
THIS
EASILY...

[
| WONDER'| |
Rl Y




- "WHENEVER A GIRL'S
DREAM COMES TRUE, SHE
. STARTS TO GET GREEDY
AND WANT MORE

o

I TO TALK

TO HIM

WHAT 1S HE THINKING
ABOUT WHEN HE LOOKS
AT ME?Y HOW DOES HE
FEEL ABOUT ME? | WISH
HE WOULD TELL ME.

S/, COUNCIL

{'ET EURC'Ll]
ARE YOU
GOING
BACK TO
THE
STUDENT

OFFICE




ey DID YOU KNOW? AT
o OUR SCHOOL, k!
P [ 1SASIGN | WALKING A GIRL
b | THAT | /
INSTEAD OF | YOU'RE '
TELLING A | DATING HER |

GIRL HOW ‘\
HE FEELS, A \ /
GuY JusT /

ASKS A ] s

GIRL TO e
WALK HER ¥

.-’-'(/\ — ‘Iﬁf?r—‘q‘q _ ;/\' .
Ve

IT MADE \ | \(/7 | \
[ mwook |\l | [HIT ME WITH
| LIKE WE II o P % R | YOUR BAG /L
| .| :l Ly

2\

\ COUPLE

/ you &TILL HAVE
' PLENTYOF |
. | CHANCES TO GET |
& | CLOSE TO HIM f

| YoUDID THIS,
REMEMBER? |
WANTED TO -
WALK HOME |
WITH SHIROU, |/

\ : ;J‘J}OTF/

| T TR | ":, :

| (Es
SIS !__l—i
i

3 F




o

TAMAKI, YOU CAN
STILL JOIN THE
STUDENT
COLINCIL

SHOULD
JOIN.
SHIROU

SHIROU
WILL BE
HAPPY TO
A HEAR THAT!




e

. A 'F;RQA"‘ S
' |/ OUTSIDE

i
HE
DOESN'T
LOOK
YOUNGER

=

ey PN <L TODAY 1S ON

Q MissY,

g

EVEN THOUGH
HE'S YOUNGER
HE'S SO
CAREFREE

EVEN THOUGH ==
HE KEEPS Bsw

NAGGING ME = R

I'M
HUNGRY

WHAT?! 5
BUT WE

Just )
FINISHED
EATING




o R

.I

IF 1

g

\{'."

TO LIKE HTM\. {1 e
i e S P&

- “ ,:I‘VE

'|F_IT'S BAD
THAT | LIKE Ry , 2N
THIS BOY TOO. — 2 7 T




WOW,
YOU'RE AS
FAST AS
EVER,

HUH,
WHERE'S
TETSUROU?

GEAZ, IT'S
JUST FOR

1) HOME?!

' 6HE SAID
okayz! |

S0
YOU'RE
TAKING

HER

SURVEY
FOR THE

EXHIBITION N

- o BT

s memp
THAT | FIND ™

HIM

CHARMNG?




ARE YOU
PLAYING

| YouHave 4 I
| JoBOR -
1 é_som&mm?f

PLEASE
FORGIVE
ME

| JusT saY
| SOMETHING
| TO SHIROU
| FOR ME

jﬂNTTHINGi




UNTIL
NOW, HE
WAS
CHASING
AFTER
ME

BUT NOT
| ANYMORE,
/ 1 GUESS

|

MISS MILIRA,
You MUsT
BE THINKING
ABOUT

OUR TIME

lsup ¥
ALREADY,
SHALL WE

ISN'T EVEN | .

o\
MOVING 4‘
ANYMORE... |
SERIOUSLYZ/IN A\

= o
ey
R

| M FINE. I'M OKaY,
I THANKS.,




SORRY, |
YOLI'VE BEEN SPACED OUT.
AVOIDING ME ALL DAY, WHAT WERE

YOL'RE WALKING
SOMEONE ELSE HOME,
WHEN YOU WERE
SLUPPOSED TO BE —
WALKING ME HOME
INSTEAD...

YOU'RE
ACTING ALL
STRANGE [“o
AND SPACEY | i)/
Tovay |/

%

H%
)l f N YOU'RE
°© CHANGING
THE SUBJECT! |

L

"

| COULD WALK AT
HOME WITH . '
SHIROU TODAY M badam
IF | WANTED TO
WHAT
SHOULD

| DO

)

W



". __;"f -—
n'.' 4 # \'
You T::\ﬂ_

{ | THOUGHT SINCE

| HUNG OUT WITH

| TETSUROU 80 MUCH |

| YoUGUYs WERE |
TOGETHER M

4
/ I'M JUsT
.-I HAPPY | CAN
] WALK YOoU
MISS MILIRA

| WISH!

MY FEELINGS
ARE ALL OVER
THE PLACE




THINKING | ST EVEN.
IS . S FIWE

GETTING | FWE,
ME ALL | LKED
CONFLISED | ) :
’ ABOUT THIS,
- OHH TETSUROU WOULD

JUST BRAG ABOUT
HAVING WALKED
ANOTHER GIRL
HOME

TOMORROW, TETSUROU WILL TELL ME ALL ABOUT THE
GIRL HE WALKED HOME TODAY, AND AS UsUAL MY
CONVERSATION WITH HIM WILL BE TOTALLY BARREN

WE'RE IN =i \ WHAT
i FRONT OF M SHOLULD |
«? . \YOUR HOUSE }. -, \eal i 4 Do

el




YOU SHOULD

| DON'T WANT THIS




b
Shnmnanin

MS.

| HAVE THIS
FEELING THAT
's GOING OUT
OF HIS WAY TO
GET YOUR
MILIRA

ATTENTION,

HE

Z:s
R
o

|

N
.f/_\
. AND
ACTUALLY,
| DO
|'I|II
/';
A




TETSUROU

PING

Vi AND ME?

A it T THE NUMBER

Gribiddr 7 THREE TRAIN.

bl BOING TO SHIBUYA,
S SHINJUKUL

Al sk THE DOORS ARE. T ki Lo Le L

iy

N
piD You
WALK
HOME
TOGETHER

Pl
7o i ‘ ]

WA

ef Ak . !

/
/ oovousmek |
o ME AND rl
' SHIROU /

TOGETHER?Y




1

HEY
TETSUROU

o
),
Y
II

™
W

)
|




y
.....
.
bl

: PLATFORM, 3§
: SHINAGAWA

3
™
’-

= COWARD
| AREN'T 3
\ you SN




DON'T TELL
ME HOW
AM |
SUPPOSED
TO KNOW?

YELLING 7
INSIDE OF A | HELL? |
i, TRAIN AT HIM : .'
ALY wAS JusT oo ' ]
EMBARASSING

4

~___]



LI T i

JUST SAID
ONE WORD
ABOUT IT

THAT YOU WERE DATING THAT
YOUNGER GLUY, TAMAKI

0D A

SPEAKING
OF WHICH,
HE HASN'T
BEEN
COMING TO

830

/ YOU'RE RIGHT.
| HAVEN'T
SEEN HIM

COME TO CLAS
IN A LONG
TIME. |

\ WONDER WHY?
P

'{‘1




\\ \ DOESN'T
\'\\'HE CARE
\ ’&H ABOUT ME
| }' ANYMORE?

|

Ik

IT HAS
NOTHING
TO DO
WITH ME

n
[

T 7" ViE TRIED S0 HARD TO_ ..
" GET CLOSE TO ME

| WONDER WHAT
HE'S THINKING
ABOUT

)

i

|

7 3".

- s
- .

A
- e

|'.|

/' T/

e

g H__ ,.»/
i s B

[

4

é‘ ACK I'VE
GOTTA GET

DON'T
' UNDERSTAND
i BOYS

\

(| DON'T LINDERSTAND BOYS
EITHER, SISTER!)




COUNCIL
MEETINGS
EITHER

) 'VE JUST MAD A 1. "
LOT ON MY MND |
\ SINCE THEN



WHEN YOU
WENT WALKING
SO | ASKED HER TO = S HOME WITH
COME ALONG WITH [= b VT A SHIROU, | FELT
ME. CAN YOU BELIEVE > B MISERABLE




HOW | WOLILLD
SAY THIS

(=N

FALLING AT THE
CRUCIAL




, WILL

ON
YOU WALK
ME HOME?

FROM NOW

% theend %%k



TONS OF THEM! MOST OF MY STORIES
FROM AROUND THE TIME OF MY MANGA
DEBUT WAS FILLED WITH MEMORIES OF ICHI
HIGH.

1-----.--11-1.-q-||-q....‘."“".../ﬁﬂ’_“‘"..
s e s s s s st s ne UV B R N ol g
000000 2000000000000 . " 0" b 1N
cemMMAMa.:.canmmmas. canmmaa. ', SO Y /]
TAMAK| . FEFP&rmih‘t u:t: 1:.:..-‘-' T /j( t'l\
THIS SERIES OF STORIES ABOUT MY TIME AT+ 000000/ | 4%
ICHI HIGH 1S CLOSE TO MY HEART. MY ALMA  *.* ‘ ¥ " TR &
MATER, KOFU ICHI HIGH SCHOOL, WAS rseaeeyr/
HISTORICALLY A BOYS-ONLY SCHOOL. (THE e ;:t:ij i
FAMOUS GRADUATE NAKAZAWA SHINICHI agenels
WAS THERE!) T LOVED THAT SCHOOL AND e : % n:
ITS FESTIVAL TRADITION - THERE WERE OO

- & & 8

I WAS ON THE SCHOOL FESTIVAL
COMMITTEE DURING MY SENIOR YEAR, AND
SPENT A LOT OF TIME GOING TO STUDENT
COUNCIL MEETINGS. IT WAS A LOT OF FUN.
MY BEST FRIEND BACK THEN WAS A GIRL
NAMED TAMAKI, WHO WAS SMART, FUNNY,
AND A VERY TALENTED MANGA ARTIST. WE

USED TO COLLABORATE ON PROJECTS
TOGETHER (EVEN DURING CLASS)! WE ALSO
WORKED TOGETHER ON POSTERS FOR THE
SCHOOL FESTIVALS.

AND THERE WAS THIS CUTE GUY, AN
UNDERCLASSMAN NAMED TETSUROU. HE
WAS ON THE STUDENT COUNCIL TOO AND
WAS ALWAYS RUNNING AROUND LIKE HE

HAD JUST PULLED A PRANK ON SOMEONE.
OH, TAMAKI AND TETSUROU, HOW ARE YOU
GUYS DOING NOW?

BACK THEN, OUR STUDENT COUNCIL ROOM
FACED SOUTH AND AT SUNSET THE
SUNLIGHT WOULD FILTER IN THROUGH THE
TREES AND INTO OUR OFFICE. "PID YOU
KNOW THAT AT OUR SCHOOL, WALKING
HOME TOGETHER IS A SIGN THAT YOU'RE
DATING?"

THAT WAS OUR MOTTO BACK THEN, AND
WE'D ALWAYS SAY IT TO EACH OTHER AND

GIGGLE.
EITIIII AT I I I LR L L 11l LR
c 000000 - 2000000 ;2000000
8000000 00000000 00000000
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! \'
\__/ WHAT ARE YOU

TALKING ABouT?! |

| JUST SHOWED | .

OUR MOVIE r*1 SUPFORMY FIRST | _

 GROUP MAS | |  MEETNGTODAY | % L

BEEN AROUND || SOWHY WOULD | T e B
FOR A YEAR / | You- e g

NOW \

| HEROINE

W
| A MOVIE {

TODAY 15
OUR FIRST
MEETING
TOO

IT's TERRIELE WHEN THE _
ADMINISTRATORS CAME 4
TO OUR MEETING, THEY ..

0 SAID THEY WERE GOING } |

_ TO CUT OUR BUDGET

Q) BECAUSE WE DIDN'T HAVE

\Awmmc- TO SHOW,
WHICH 15 WHERE YoU

| COME IN.

* g
B-BUT WHY
MEe?!




badum
badirm
badirm

N

HERE'S THE PLAN: TO GET
OUR SPONSORSHIP BACK,
WE'RE GOING TO MAKE A
VIDEO FOR THE SCHOOL
FESTIVAL. YOU HAVE TO
BE OUR LEAD ROLE,
MITSUI, OR WE AREN'T
GOING TO GET FUNDING!

ITLL BE &
FUN, MS.
MITSUI

REQUIRED
TO JOIN AN

_ - IV EXTRACURRICULAR
/ EE_{ Y WANT TO g 2\ CLUB, AND YOU
{; [(Nf| GIRLS N JON A (@ ) LIKE CINEMA,
1l A ) OUR SPORTS | RIGHT?
i /8 GROLIP GROUP, DO

OH HEY, DO
YOU KNOW

——— o
oy

e .

N /
S
' = HIROSHIMAZ ,
é’. ai; e HE'LL~_, ; E K H'. T—
z N\ ALSO BE [ | L, ohE X\ =
7, {:\& NTHE | | PIRECTOR Y
A vaRca

W !
3[|'1\!\}?"3" h \5__. < Zs&




- KNOW
HIM

HE CAUGHT :
MY EYE THE
FIRST TIME |

SAW HIM

OH NO,

WE'LL GET
SOAKED,
HEY, :
[ warra TERE

A

fﬁ HEARTLESS
l JERKS /
\ )







WHO WAS
THAT?

\ yourre KL -
! s0aKING T\ P
"\ WET, AREY

27 OH, L
y /’ A ||i TH ANK 5f I",

L7 ) SAURAL

iy /"I 2 I_zl_-'zlr e o |
Al




i

WILL You

BUY A Y A iy,
PINWHEEL 1 27
FROM OLR y
FESTIVAL

| KIDDING \

\J

."r \\ —
\
|

HERE




» JUusT THE i
¥ EEG‘NN"ﬂG’ &

¢

|". . Ea / ) pien
'I C.ANtT I-' P e
BELIEVE. —:= = THIS ONE IS
THIS o’ ONMe!.
/’ .

~L N JscrPT IS
JusT A
RETELLING

HIROSHIMA

TAKKU., HIS
MY NAME 1S

ISHIBASHI RIYO, FIRST
JUST CALL ME RIYO.
MISS MITSUI, MAY |

CALL YOU SAURA?

---------------

-------------
- " w8
-------------
---------

T/ AND THIS ONE, NV T, TSI TAKKU, RIYO...
:;:;*f 'SALIRA!, 16 THAT - AREN'T THESE
[ SUPPOSED TO BE ME? | - N THE NAMES OF
.| HE DIDN'T EVEN ASK | .o \Eﬁ THE CAST
MY PERMISSION... MEMBERS?

L] -
iiiiii




KNOW?

THIS FILM
ARE
REAL

THE PARTS
ARE ALL
LINED UP,

AND

"SAURA" IS

THIS FILM'S

HEROINE

"& EEEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEER

T ATEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERER

it AT AAAEEEEERP "EEEEEEER

s EEEEEEEP uEEEEES

Eemn e IIIIIII/ ‘EEEEEE

SR o A YTAEEERET TEEEER

B aEEEEm/ EEEEE

IT'S DIRECTOR, | A "EEEE"‘": THAT'S -
| r, o . 1/ ?

JEEZ! DOESN'T | - \\HHE HH

RIYO LOOK 60 | \\ v. 11T

CUTE? \\'s2 |GIRLFRIEND |, aaas

[ eroup ||
_PRESIDENT...

/X\ / DOESN'T |

\/ \'.I |
THEY'VE BEEN | [ el
TOGETHER FOR | A “ 4
f OVER 10 YEARS |

NOW, AND HAVE

BEEN THROUGH
MANY UPS AND

: 1 III. I
DOWNS . /= \ R
\ f’? ! === '
oy s ' S
. "‘ﬂj i ° -

\ /



| GUESS HE
WAS
CHECKING
YOU OUT FOR
THE ROLE AT
THE SCHOOL
FESTIVAL

MEAN? THAT'S NOT
POSSIBLE, WE
BARELY SPOKE TO
EACH OTHER AT THE
FESTIVAL!

k W-WHAT DO You

TAKKU ALREADY"
DECIDED THAT
YOU WERE THE
HEROINE

=

[ YOU'RE QUICK 10)" | oH, come

/ PRy 7 ? / ~
YOU PERVERT, | /o \

| TOUCH HER, ON RIYO,
'y\ AREN'T YOU, MR. YOU'RE
\  DIRECTOR? ALWAYS

FLIRTING

E TAKKU! COME
} ON, HURRY UP |
AND FINISH THE

THIS 1S AN
f" IMPORTANT
: PROP WE'LL
- » BE USING
THROUGHOUT




—(

HE SOLD THE PINWHEELS
REALLY CHEAP OR JUST
GAVE THEM AWAY FOR
FREE TO HIS FRIENDS AND
UNDERCLASSMEN. WE
BARELY MADE ANY MONEY, -

AT ALL! / |

r—r’"ﬁﬂ.-"f il 'r " 2

Y/ DIRECTOR, '\

YOU WERE
SELLING
PINWHEELS
DURING THE
SCHOOL
FESTIVAL,
WEREN'T YOU?,

_-_'_._'_'_,.o-""

i |

ONE |
PINWHEEL'

/I BET Yﬂu\
| GAVE ALL THE
PINWHEELS
AWAY THAT
YOU WENT

THROUGH THE
TROUBLE OF




WHﬂT EGLILD HIRDEHIM&
P TO WITH ALL OF THIS?

I Wﬂ‘?ﬁlND OF o

FORCED INTO THE
PURCHASE, EVEN
THOUGH | DIDN'T PAY
FOR ONE. HE
WANTED TO CHARGE

La®

ARE ALL THESE | | /

CARBONATED?
HANG ON. TAKKU | ;HASEH?;E
NEVER DRINKS
THESE. ENOUGH FOR

f

NOW /
L G




Y
/\THERE'S BEEN)
[ | ALOT MORE.
| | COUPLES 1P i
| IAROUND HERE.[j b
| | SINCETHE . P .
\|, Feemvagl)

i N

[

S0 RIYO, DO '
YOU WALK
HOME WITH
HIROSHIMA
THEN?

AT OUR SCHOOL,
WALKING HOME
TOGETHER IS A SIGN
THAT YOU'RE DATING

%% "i'i{ AR

" I
¢ !

A

NN RIYO HAE A SPARKLING PERSONALITY

TN
l' .Ill l".,.. |

S

THIS 1S JUST FOR
THE INTRODUCTION
| OF YOU TWO, S0
[ You caN say
'| ANYTHING
\ APPROPRIATE FOR
YOUR FIRST
MEETING, OKAY?
ACTION!

Pt

THE NEXT
SCENE 1S THE
MEETING OF
A - THE MAIN

CHARACTERS,




| WONDER
IF IT'LL
WORK oUT

!

THIS
SCRIPT
ISN'T

FINISHED
YET

Niiiisaanifl®

IT FEELS L:KE"A LONG

CORRIDOR OF TIMEX
THAT COULD STFEETCH
o ON FOREVER



\

| PHANTOM LOVER ON A
TRAIN PLATFORM, é
WATCHING THE OCEAN / i

!
l.'|

— \ 1 I.- 1._ I'.,.r"'-:-1 X : -
et .
. CHARACTER MET A \

_ N
'AND FAR e
| OFF IN

A\ [ o]

v JUST THE

1 | II
I|| \.}‘T_ n ey rIII(F Iil

i\

ALL
ALONE,

) | i
Vi i

WAS A PLANET
WHERE THE
OCEAN WAS

ACTUALLY ALIVE

A

/

\ AT SUNSET




AHAHA, |
COULDN'T
FIND MY CUP

S0 | TRIED TO
DRINK /

COFFEE FROM |

A BREAKER y

| what
DID You
BREAK?!

SUCH A
SERIOUS
EXPRESSION

badur badurm baduom




TAKKU! | WAS 'W_i I

JUST ABOUT TO
ASK YOU THE
: SAME THING. ||

EVERYONE ELSE J
_r WENT HOME “oone
\ ALREADY. HERE?

]

n

ME JUST LOOKS
STRAIGHT AGAN,

' THAT HIROSHIMA GLIY

T e

| JusT |

My |
| PHANTOM |
| LOVER |




TAKKY, | [

DONT

YOU'LL
NEVER
CATCH A |
MAN DOING |
THIS  ~

WERE
you
WAITING
FOR
ME?

HE ONLY GAVE ONE AWAY




2pTn 2pn

: , | WONDER WHY
uegxgsggeh ‘?‘;;gﬂi_;giﬁﬂf } THIS MAKES ME
N | WISH  chatter | NTTT 11| - FEEL SO HAPPY
EXME‘ }.T.i__. 1l 4_‘.__.1__ : :'
[25) WERE OVER 4 Gl i :
ﬂLREﬁWr | L= .

AND | HAVE
MOVIE GROUP
TOO... AND SINCE
EXTRACURRICULARS

END ONE WEEK

BEFORE FINAL
EXAMS,
EVERYTHING'S
BEEN EXTRA BUSY

"I‘ | YOU'RE
| LATE

EVERYONE'

TAKKU AND o
MS. MITSUI t_ ﬂtﬁﬁég‘f L) |

ARE ALWAYS q VB 2
UNUSUALLY Jﬁf’s@:j“u: =i \
CHEERFLIL L7

) DUMB MOVIE i
ANYMORE

Homeroom




a
e

| READ THE }
ENTIRE SCRIPT, |
YOU KNOW. AND |

AT THE END... |

RIYO, HAVE
YOU SEEN
MM | MY SCRIPT
f 5% / ANYWHERE?

KIND OF A
SCARY
MOVIE

Y

HEY DON'T
WORRY
ABOUT THAT




“"‘E ./ WANTTO
47 \ BE IN THIS

ANYMORE

1S
"SCARY"?

MOsT
PEOPLE

/ \ WON'T
W WANT {TO
Mo VLT WATCH A
THINK 4 | } 7 MOVIE
WE'LL GET { i

MUCH OF, .
|

ALUDIENCE

o

1

PLUS,
ﬁTﬂKKUIS
7 KIND OF
INSENSITIVE |
TO BEGIN |

THINK MANY
PECPLE
WILL COME
TO SEE HIS
MOVIE




3

IF WE KEEP
WAITING FOR
LET'S SEE. MS. HIM WE'LL BE
MILURA DOES A UP ALL NIGHT
DANGEROUS

EXPERIMENT WHILE
SHE'S WORRIED.
WE'LL TAKE THE

SHOT FROM
OUTSIDE.

e

£
Soa

BUNSEN
BLURNER!

SHOT ISN'T

=0

GOING TO GJEMICA
WORK. THE S
SUNSET IS || it
REFRACTING STARTING TO. HURT;
IN THE LENS EVEN THOUGH).
BEFORE IT DIDN'T.

THE _ s
BURNER /" ™\ *
IS ON 7 /
' e r"‘-—-—.}
THIS THING 15 A4 €0 = IF LIKE THIS, IT'S ON

BUNSEN BURNER (D =% IF IN THIS POSITION, ITS OFF - NO GAS FLOW



W | /WE HAVE NO
) /’ CHOICE. IF
WE CAN'T
SHOOT
FROM
\ ouTSIDE THE
[\ winoow

THROLIGH 1)

THE GAP
& \\A




| 'M JUST GLAD
ALL YOU'RE ALIVE

YOUR ARM

BLEEDING! /

SOMEONE
| PROBABLY
FORGOT TO
"4l TURN OFF

| THE BURNER
"\ AFTER THE
[} LAST CLASS

" ¥ 1‘ . ol ) B, .
.y
(

| DID SMELL NN /[ you
SOMETHING, ] \

ANYTHING

WHEN YOU
ENTERED




i
e
goE

S

WE WERE IN THE
CHEM LAB JUST A
MOMENT AGO AND IT
DIDN'T SMELL LIKE
GAS. RIGHT?

—
/[ THIS IS \
S[oaweu o
LEFT A
| SCAR. ¢
\ (NOW I'LL
NEVER BE
A BRIDE)

THERE ALONE, BY MYSELF?

o

MAYBE I'M
THINKING
TOO MUCH




| WAS COMING
TO ASK IF
YOU'D HAVE
LUNCH WITH
us. oo you
ALREADY EAT?

o THERE'S A
/EEENE WHERE
g T THE
. O~/ PROTAGONIST'S
- £ PHANTOM

BUT THEN SHE COMES LOVER DRINKS /
| BACK TO LIFE. WHICH 1S LIQUID OXYGEN
SURPRISING, SINCE SHE AND DEES. /
WASN'T HUMAN TO BEGIN e
WITH! IT WAS A HUGE

‘EHOCFII{, JUST LIKE NOW. A-/ff




N

'M OKAY. '.
N/ L HeaL |\ |
. SOON. | | |
wHAT | L
ABOUT |
YOUR =y
R INJURY,
| HIROSHIMAZA
\ -




HAVE YOU NOTICED? THAT HAPPE

NS A LOT
\ \\ ‘ /,{f T
| | f
VL WHAT! THIS
f "nk\ (IS HIDEHIKO'S
| FAULT! HE'S
gl | OUR ADVISOR /
ARE YOU\
GOING | BUT HE MAYBE WE
ON HASN'T SHOULD JUST
ABOUT? | SHOWED UP CALL [T... A
; EVEN ONCE! / POSTPONEMENT
A I f

Sl
NO, WE HAVEN'T

DECIDED THAT
YET. WE JusT
THOUGHT SINCE
WE'RE CLOSE TO
FINALS... AND
THEN THERE WAS
THAT ACCIDENT
WITH THE

T R
HOW CAN YOU :::: vk
TRVTGBLME\FEEEE d B
THE BURNER ‘bt
INCIDENT ON U-;;,:,;\}

SOMEONE ELSE
AT A TIME LIKE
THIS?!
4 ('S NOT
THAT BIG A
DEAL!D




HIS LOVER

{
\|

COME ON, LET'S - HOW AM |
DO THIS! SCENE GOING TO

FOUR - THE FACE
SCENE WHERE / HIROSHIMA,
TAKKL HAS A THOUGH. ..
CONFLICT WITH

I'M ACTUALLY REALLY
RELIEVED TO HEAR THIS

TAKKLU,
YOUVE | | o8
BEEN | 1
INJURED '
ALREADY |
PROTECTIN
SALIRA

¥\ whatiF () 1"

SOMETHING ||| | 48
HAPPENED? | 418

IF SAURA WERE
REALLY IN
TROUBLE, WHY
SHOULD You
JUMP IN FRONT
OF HER TO GET
HURT TOO?

SHE |
SHOULD BE Iﬂ vtter

ABLE TO
HANDLE |
HERSELF




|\ / JUST LIKE

YOU'RE

THE HECK
IS GOING /|

EVEN IF YOU'RE

NOT GOING TO

QUIT, TAKKU, |
WiLL!

J

||'| | CAN'T
: MAKE A
il MOVIE
LIKE
THIS




_______

WHAT DO

YOU
f AM | JUST REALLY
| HERE TO THINK OF

7 PRETEND

TO BE
YOUR

FRIEND?!

L MITSUI

- YOU NEED
e TO TELL ME
= How you
*‘”’/”,’f FEEL
==
———
_____,_,_.—F-—ﬂ_ﬂf |

_—

\ MS.
|




ey

FEESE RS
SELIITILE
et bR

TN

LI

\
\

| a/gy/%%///




0w =

WﬁHRO

J.r...,..-..f m ~ . m
l....nu.. —_ 5 p

YOU ARE

3 = .'.-
e ———

YOU'RE LEAVING THE =
TWO OF US HERE




ARE YOU SERIOUS?

mma

b

.'
!

¢ DIRECTOR,
DIRECT OR/

|

N wow,
THAT
SCENE

WAS 60

| REALISTIC

REALLY IS
CRYING

m

|

i
.
||

I'M REALLY
SCARED




CREAK °

N
!

/ THERE'
| NO ONE
[ HERE

ARE YO \I i ;
ETUDﬂNG?‘

| DIDN'T CALL
ANYONE IN. ISN'T
TODAY THE FIRST
DAY OF FINALSY

| DON'T KNOW
WHAT'S REALITY,
AND WHAT'S
JUST PART OF
THE MOVIE

o

GET IN A FIGHT
WITH RIYO?




DRINKING s ’L .
AND / /e
PARTYING

”ﬁ_

o«

.FOR A REALLY

® &

‘LGNG TIME,
.WHENEVER
ANY.OF US DID

ALL NIGHT _ANYTHING, WE é
LONG ;,, aﬁ'—wwens ALWAYS [ guers
. f. R ,._?TGGETHER JusT
N "_/"%:'y}.“}.'i.{.-ifalfi‘ ‘ REALLY
v ! {,.-: 28l *EQ}K | ATTACHED
- ! o = e WAL .f_-".l' > | TO ME
e oL . f\{;/q:{ I_r|| > \
L o - ' o SRS \d—
~—1
.;: i
/ BUT | § f’@
NEVER |{ e /\ YV
ITHGUGHﬂ eprdl i [ _ 4
nNYTHING: Ipﬁ,gwg g 2

Sz N
\
BUT |
THAT IT'S A Seifl

GET THE

LOT MORE EELING
COMPLICATED F ’
THAN THAT '

\'- WE HEAD i
QUIT THE |\ A Ouﬂ/ |
MOVIE } ; /
J. .;-**-
/ b




AND FIND
EVERYONE |




.'I; . -’f’f \\_

{ Y,

JUST A
. LITTLE
| MORE
| LEFT TO
| 60, 50

| THERE'S |

|

'LL GO CALL

A
[ THOUGHT |
|EVERYONE |
WENT
HOME
ALREADY |,




e

m e

LR A

L

EVERYONE 15 L7
WAITING... LET'S

'EI"

&GO TO THEM




foorm

I GONNA |
TAKE A | |

- BREAK !L"

.-f .-"‘I ! /

/ SOMEONE

i GO FIND
TAKKU,
WE'RE
STARTING




/ EUPP{JEED TO
SCARE YOU. |
D‘IDN’T THINK YOU

A1 THINK [N SIX
MONTHS IT'LL BE
Q) AS GOOD AS NEW.
BUT YOU SHOULD
WORRY ABOUT
HIRCSHIMA MORE

TURNED

ON THE

BURNER ;/
EURNS ARE

A / SCARY] I'VE HAD' <~

LOTS OF THEM




Ill W
;a .1'1\ ‘{"l!t 5
|
| DIDN'T o0,
WANT TO | N
SEE RIYO | i

i

| JUST THOUGHT

THAT TAKKU WAS |

TAKING EVERYTHING | /|
TOO FAST.

GET HURT

THE
DIRECTOR'S
EYES ARE

JUST LIKE'RIYO, SHINING

WHEN SHE TALKS

TAKKU MADE THIS
: AND GOT MOVIE TO TRY TO
. | SCARED, DD | MAKE HIS FEELINGS
; YOou~ CLEAR. YOU DIDN'T

REALIZE THAT/




IT CLEAR
TO YOU

THE PHANTOM LOVER!




SAW TAKKLU
AND SALRA |
TOGETHER

f

- .IJ - II\\- |
\u

¥ FeSTIVAL
AN THE RAN, /

| Tacku, N \
THE
SCHOOL

STANDING

WERE
JOINED
THROUGH

| ALL
\ ETERNITY

ETERNAL -
LOVERS /.

2 Ay

/ a5 IF You',|

.'

THE TWO OF ‘.-"DLJ
. ‘HﬁkD‘ SOME KIND
4 C?F MYSTERIOUS
- ATMOSPHERE
AROQLIND YOU

e

; 3
PR
)




EVERY TIME

I SAW YOU IN THE MOVIES i .

IT'S NOT LIKE
ARE YOU?



T Spin spin sPin ;

AS |[F WE WERE
ON A PLANET
SOMEWHERE

TOGETHER




| WOULDN'T TAKE
YOUR HAND

TAKKU'S
EYES

B\ Y ..____:—-.?‘-:__

,' NYAREN'T LIKE

_ *~ _yy;(rﬁlua'
someroW, THis ReMNDS ME * [N T
OF SLEEPING BEALITY ENJINTA S




| BN | HOPE | WAKE UP FROM THIS

g SN L DREAM SCON
- H‘H{R:_IF_ __'___] ——— I ;

WHEN | WAKE UP, WILL MY
REAL LOVE STORY BEGINY

4 rﬁ i Wit
/\ e fﬁ{ e TS
/_\ //’_"“\“'J_IIIr 'I | : |

THE MOVIE IS'TTHE |~ %
IMAGE OF YOU | 7|3
AND SAURA AT | (i

THE SCHOOL |

FESTIVAL. THAT'S

IT. WHEREVER

YOU WERE}  /(J 7
GAZING OFF\_’

REALY,
TAKKU, YOU
WERE JUST
IMAGINGING
SAURA

\

A
k/ _.




5 TG 16 THE +
BEGINNING

&

gpev




/ & 1
cuT!
%_‘_\ o /x

Sl \ [ TaaTs I |
\ . FOR
'- TODAY

[ NICE
| WORK




\/

e ln.i‘."l‘."lfl'-fvﬁmﬁ o e L DO SOOI i e o o ol g

| wWALK You |
| HOME? :

T T T T TS N T L

PASAS AT T EEEREEE RN EEEN

B b ol S e e R R R I A T e T T T T T e e e e e T T e e T T e T T T T e T e

*%k theend %%




o

& Saura sSpwset

SAURA, HOW ARE YOU DOING? SAURA 1S THE NAME OF ONE OF MY BEST FRIENDS FROM
MIDDLE SCHOOL. SHE WAS AMAZING AT SINGING AND PLAYING PIANO, AND SHE TALGHT ME
ALL ABOUT THE MAGIC OF MUSIC. TAKKU, NOW HE WAS MY DREAM MAN! ZEALOUIS, '
MYSTERIOUS, A LITTLE QUIET AND WEARS GLASSES. TN THE MANGA, T MADE THE REAL
TAKKU LIKE THAT.

THE MOVIE T TALKED ABOUT IN THE STORY |S ONE THAT I'M REALLY FOND OF. IT'S CALLED
"SOLARIS," AND IT'S DIRECTED BY TARKOVSKY. IN THE MOVIE, THE MAIN CHARACTER MEETS
HIS SUPPOSEDLY DEAD WIFE ON A TRIP TO THE STRANGE PLANET "SOLARIS" (I CHANGED
THIS IN THE MANGA TO A "PHANTOM LOVER" INSTEAD), AND OVER THE COURSE OF THE
STORY THE GUY HAS A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN. IT'S A MOVIE FROM RUSSIA RELEASED IN
1972, BUT IN ONE OF THE FUTURISTIC SCENES OF THE MOVIE IT SHOWS A HIGH-SPEED
NIGHT TIME VIEW OF AKASAKA DISTRICT IN TOKYO. THAT'S RIGHT - TOKYO AT NIGHT LOOKS
LIKE A FUTURISTIC CITY. IT'S VERY SCIENCE FICTION!

THE MOVIE IS QUIET BUT IMPRESSIVE. IT'S BASED ON THE BOOK SOLARIS BY STANISLAW
LEM. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED, YOU SHOULD CHECK IT OUT! (BUT BE CAREFUL, YOU MIGHT
FALL ASLEEP!D

WHEN T WAS WRITING THIS MANGA, T WAS STILL IN COLLEGE WEARING A WHITE LAB COAT
EVERYDAY AND DOING LOTS OF ODD EXPERIMENTS WITH TEST TUBES AND A BUNSEN
BURNER. I DID THEM DAY AND NIGHT. I LOVED DOING EXPERIMENTS. (SOMETIMES T USED
TO BRING MY MANLISCRIPT OF THIS STORY TO COLLEGE, AND MY CLASSMATES WOLILD
ERASE ITD

AND OF COURSE THERE'S LOVE FOR MY ALMA MATER. THE BIGGEST EVENT AT KOFU ICHI
HIGH WAS THE SCHOOL FESTIVAL. T LOVED IT SO MUCH.






AT N\

YOU'RE COOL CAND WILYD AND WITTY
(WITH A SHARP TONGUE)

MITANI ~
YOU'RE TOO
SELF
CONSCIOUS

BUT WHEN HE LAUGHS




/EAN |
HELP

you

HE SEEMS SO NICE

S
A1

ueLy 7775

DOING CAREER

gl )}
— [ _SURVEYS ALREADY? Wit THOSE
WE'RE ONLY AL AR CAREER

FRESHMEN CEVEN L NEMFET Y SURVEYS...

THOUGH T'M BIG) [N o+ £ 7 et /

IT MUST BE ALL THE GIRLS ARE

NICE TO NOT SITTING AROLIND SHE'S FINALLY
HAVE TO TAKE | wupou mizukrs seaT, |8 iyl
ANY TESTS LIKE TALKING ABOUT [ DID YOU TALK WITH

YOU, MITANI. MITANI LIKE HE CAN'T MITANI ABOUT THAT
IT'6 MY DREAM. Gt s PAPERWORK AT

ALL?

N




/

[' I'LL TAKE }

THEM OVER
THERE

N

HOW
CAN |
PUT
THIS?

R W MY TIMING IN E |
= -; REGARDS TO MITANI i/,
) IS ALWAYS BAD

HUM, IT'S RAINING. WELL W
THEN, IT LOOKS LIKE TODAY'S
ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATION
15 CANCELLED.I GUESS
SEEING THE CRATERS ON THE
MOON'S SURFACE WILL HAVE
TO WAIT UNTIL NEXT WEEK.

WHAT ARE YOU
DOING AT THE CLUB
WHEN YOU DON'T |
NEED ANYTHING? _ //)




WHEN YOUKO AND
MITANI SIT NEXT TO
EACH OTHER, THEY
LOOK LIKE THE
PICTURE PERFECT
IMAGE OF BROTHER
AND SISTER, DON'T
THEY?

THEY'RE®

T HEARD THAT \| oo
THEY'LL GO COOL \
BACK TO i 4 L ’ .
) MY THEY LIVE \
i iubad s 1A \/ TOGETHER IN
THEIR PARENTS ) niv W N THE ‘
EVENTUALLY HIROGANE

DEFINITELY
HAS A
SISTER

UNDERSTAND N __ COMPLEX*

lw;;;&ns*é ed THAT THOUGH,
CLUB YEAR HIS SISTER IS
2 BOOK? SO BEAUTIFUL

/" HEY, LOOK, HE'S GOING
~ HOME, EVEN THOUGH ONLY

;t%.\ e
[ 2 o N COUPLES WALK HOME
VAN . TOGETHER RIGHT NowW - 10 |\
NS HATE TO BE CAUGHT gl
W Heg B e N OUTSIDE GOING HOME RIGHT (gt
A 5 -'{Lj _,iiLj : : ke 0

NOTE: EXCESSIVE LOVE FOR ONE'S SISTER-=:S+, USUALLY PAST THE POINT OF CRDINARY
BROTHER-SISTER/SISTER-SISTER AFFECTION, OFTEN USED AS A TEASE OR INSULT FOR A SOMECNE WHO 15
OVERLY PROTECTIVE OF HIS/HER SISTER



o i \'L
o
YOU'RE KIND OF TS
L . 1« THERE'S
If.IKEA LONE WOLF - NO SPACE
b FDR e
° - i ANYONETO ‘7Y
C 5 WALK WITH
L I DON'T
" UINDERSTAND WHY
GOING HOME
TOGETHER IS
PROOF THAT

YOU'RE GOING OUT

-

. _
e
@ /" pIp You
/) / DISTRIBUTE THE
: i ~ CAREER
(O SURVEY TO
) EVERYONE?

IT'S AN IMPORTANT
DOCUMENT THAT GETS
ADDED TO STUDENTS'
RECORDS. BE SURE TO

COLLECT THEM AND BRING
THEM TO ME.

PRGN

V=R

HOME G %‘*‘%‘“““
WITHOUT

L B TAKING ONE.
- ] wouLp T ge
A GOOD IDEA
TO CALL HIM?.

HE'LL GET.
ANGRY AT.ME
AGAIN.

IS

SN\ H %)) | mousLe
\

| %@Hﬁ?&\

YUREE 1S STRICT
it 20,9



Hl, THIS IS

(XXX I L]

AH, PLEASE
WAIT A
MOMENT

\
) -.HRGEKY" . 4?'

fassnseeReRBee

KLUDOU, OF
_ YEARONE | MISS
( I\ CLASS YOUKO

f & THREE...

XROCKY 16 A comu &
NlCKN;ﬂMEMamF PEOPLE NAMED HIROKI

e 1




» L
%o, BEoE AH.
¢ ThariE— e H-HELLO?
IT‘E pﬂRT o 5 HM.“
OF YOUR ' ABouT
STUDENT TODAY'S
RECORD OR CAREER
SOMETHING, SLIRVEY...
AND IT'S
IMPORTANT .
ae?®

SaYIT, s
THAT 3
THING &
FROM ¢
BEFORE ¢

o o

ROCKY,
PHONE!

m< D000




) \‘--,
LT ) \
' C\r" | DIp You

EVERYONE
| DRAWN THEIR
| ASSIGNMENTS

FROM THE

/

|'I
|

|' PEOPLE HAVE

D

\
\

MR, TSURUTA

/

YOU'RE SO
SLOW. ALL
BUT TWO «

RAWN THEIR
SEATING
SLIPS, AND

IS ABSENT

WHAT - THEY
PUT ME ALL THE
WAY IN THE
FRONT ROW
AGAIN?
SERIOUSLY?!




| HOPE |
DRAW
NUMBER 3

‘\
NUMBERS 12 \
AND 2 ARE
MISSING

MITAND ISN'T | | 57
TAKEN YET |




{ HE'S IN THE SEAT RIGHT IN ¥
| FRONT OF ME, BUT | CAN'T
CONCENTRATE ON
ANYTHING. HE LOOKS S0
SERIOUS FOR A CHANGE.




MHEY

| Kupou,

| You
s /}j [ SHOULD
. 5o | PAY MORE

-

| e
(1 \\ NN YOUR |

2} OUTLINE? /f,

YOU'D THINK =
THAT SHE'D \b

HAVE A =t
BETTER HEAD |/ Yoy

' ON HER / N4 L '.
SHOULDERS \ 5 ¥ e T it ~.
ﬂ‘@ noles
\" ---ﬁ.r“'b‘ll‘“é{ﬁ’.._ &\/

IN HIGH SCHOOL, |
WANTED TO BE A
DOCTOR




i IT'S JUST AS
WELL. YOU'RE TOO

FICKLE TO BE
GATISFIED WITH A /o
REGLLAR DAY JOB Ao

pr

S

£

=
<

L i 1 i b

’%ﬁ I | et

i T i

B e i
St

| GOING TO
; » CHALKBOARD
! TODAY

_ ]
o

s | g 7
=
) m
£
| o

|
'YOU'RE
| OWILY

Ty

THIS 15 N\ =
T we T \\‘ﬁ# N
(L oANALLY N = o
=2 N | ToDAYS Y
F mizutaNl | g : ,
RGHTIN o\ " [Tk
FRONT OF | /‘u \ .G\ xl.l CHAPTER 8
e W,

(]
ME. 7 A AND BEGIN
-/1 N e READING!

s

BUT NOW THAT I'M 7
NEXTTOHIM |/ _




2F [ vey, war A
r "'-.JI_-‘

MINUTE! BUT

YOU THREW
AWAY MISS
YOUKO'S
STRAND OF
HAIR, HUH?
WHY DIDN'T YOU

\T'\
DID Yc:u\

HAND vcsun\
PAPERWORK )’

|' IN TO THE
ﬁi? | TEACHER,
HIROKI?

_/

\ ) WHEN

fx ey I'I |I ARE
lf |
HEY - WArF-\ [ Yol

JUST A ‘| GOING

MINUTE. YOU || 2e
ooy wanr | | GUYSLVE )
10 see emHer| | WITH ME AND
STILL THINK I'D /
g, x
SOMETHING |\
LIKE THAT?! /)

EXCUSE ME, IS
IT OKAY IF WE
LEAVE THE
ASTRONOMICAL
TELESCOPE ON

f THERG@F?//;E;" |
I o
| l




MIZUKI, ARE

YOU GOING TO

BE IN THE
CLASSROOM
KEEPING THE

LOG BY

YOURSELF

§  HEY, MIZUTANI,

WHAT ARE YOU
STILL DOING
HERE? ARE YOU

i}\ ; .
N WWAS JusT
/N

P

e
7} REFLECTING ON

MY|FAILURES,

"7 BUT T CAN'T

TALK ABOUT
THAT. IT'S TOO




OH NO.

== I-u -\ﬁ

HIS LIPS -

ARE RIGHT A
IN FRONT '
OF ME...

...........

...............................................

OH NO. IF | _
CRY NOW B
THEN... - PP

SOMEHOW | FEEL

A LITTLE SAD



| CAN'T LET

HIM SEE MY .,
FACE LIKE =/
THIS... -t

P




stribble
stribble

stribble

=

!iI MG- | Ly ‘_.1_::_:]
VOUKO :}_ﬁ *1// Y- }’fﬁ’ )
\ LA

| SEE. ,
Topay You| | i |
OBSERVED | | !|

.

/" AND
THAT
| HER |
HAIR IS |




f JUsT

| MISSING s
i MIZUTANI'S
|

" I'M SORRY
THAT IT'S S0
LATE, BUT
HAVE YOU
ALREALY
COLLECTED
ALL OF THE
CAREER
FORMS?

|
| 157

57
s a
e

DOCUMENT ‘%1_\

OH NO, |
DON'T WANT
ANYONE TO
SEE MY FACE

# LIKE THIS

L
A2 g

J z)?.f"'

S
W
N
A\
© | GORRY, HE
__ | ForGOT! |
o - .‘"i _,' _Il
£
You 5mD\\“=—~~” V4
THAT IT WAS ;é
DUE TODAY, PRI
BUT HE WAS (d
ON DAY SHIFT = :
60 HE SAID \ i
| TOBRNG THIS |\ 1\ ¢
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WHAT PO You
THINK, KUDOU?
YOU &UYS WERE
UP ON THE
ROOFTOP
TOGETHER,
RIGHT?
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HIROKI, |
YOU'RE TO CHANGE
THE MY EFAT ,
BEST \/

/ HEY, WAIT.
| DON'T FEEL
" THAT

HOPELESS,
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REALLY
SHOCKED
¢ TOO
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| BET Miss THIS MORNING -
YOUKO WAS
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| SURPRRISED
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MIZUTANI 1S
GOING BACK TO
GERMANY ALL
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ISN'T IT WEIRD
HOW MITANI
CAN FLARE UP
AT PEOPLE?Y
IT'S TOO BAD
ABOUT HIM

AND MIZLIKI//

IT'S TOO BAD
THEIR TIMING |5
OFF. NO POINT |
WORYING ABOUT

THAT NOW
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A SHOT
LIKE THIS
FROM
BEHIND IS

SEE HIM ONE

MORE-TIME
BEFORE HE
LEAVES

flash




ALWAYS HAVE

WHY DO |
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TIMING?!
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DOESN'T
MATTER

IF YOU HAVE
SOMETHING
|YOU WANT TO
'i SAY TO ME, |
'\THEN SAY IT!
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| JUsT
WANTED TO
GET A
PICTURE OF
YOU BEFORE
YOU LEAVE!
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I'M GOING

TO STOP IT

| WONDER IF

NOW THAT |

KNOW IT, I'LL
BE GOOD
ENOUGH




MITANI?

HERE, HUH | ' %

WE HEARD YOU JUsT
HAD THE GERMAN
MEASLES. THAT'S ALL,

BUT HEY MAN,

_ THIS IS STILL

JUST GERMAN MEASLES?, HOMEROOM
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OHH, MITANI, YOU
KNOW WE WERE ALL
PLANNING A
FAREWELL PARTY FOR
YOU, WE THOUGHT
YOU WERE LEAVING

WHERE'S
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WILL WE EVER
SEE EACH OTHER
AGAINY | WONDER
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I'M NOT THE RIGHT TYPE

IF THERE'S SOMETHING YOU WANT TO SAY TO ME

THEN SAY IT

WHAT YOU SAID

MM SURE %

BEFORE

THIS 1S THE
LAST TIME I'LL

e M) | SEE HIM




1 .:..-C-




L
;4?“_-?\-.-'

e




T WANT

TO TELL
PR e You -
. someTang [ [ .




‘?'.—E&

|

|

| LOVE W

N
ﬂTCHING'
/ it A
-'I I| |
R
] O | \L\.
{5 )
o
|II K
IIIIII Y Illi‘
II.I"\ 4
L

YOUR LIPS AS THEY
FORM THE SYLLABLES -~~~ - ~ e
OF MY NAME



BUT YOUR g
| DON'T

PICTURE; |
ROCKY 'KNOW
- ANYTHING

ELSE
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ROCKY 1S MY IDEAL TYPE. HE CAN BE A JOKER, BUT DEEP INSIDE HE'S
RETICENT AND SWEET. (T ACTUALLY LIKE GUYS WHO TEASE!)
WHEN I READ THIS MANGA, IT REMINDS ME OF MIDDLE SCHOOL. AND
OF MY BEST FRIEND IN HIGH SCHOOL, TOMOMI. ACTUALLY, T WAS
TALKING TO HER ABOUT THE MANGA ON THE PHONE. "I THINK IT'S
REALLY GREAT!" SHE SAID, AFTER T HAD SENT HER A COPY. AND THIS
WAS ON A PAYPHONE TOO. "I'M GOING TO SEND YOU A LETTER
ABOUT IT."

LATER THAT DAY, T GOT A PACKAGE FROM HER...AND INSIDE WAS A
SMALL DRUM AND A HAMMER. ON THE CARD INSIDE OF THE PACKAGE,
SHE WROTE, "WHEN T READ THIS MANGA, T KEPT HITTING MYSELF ON
THE HEAD WITH THIS HAMMER FROM ALL THE SHOCK."

...I DIDN'T REALIZE MY COMICS HAD THAT MUCH IMPACT.

BUT ACTUALLY, T DO PUT A LOT OF EFFORT INTO THEM. :

EVEN THOUGH THE TWO OF US TALKED A LOT ABOUT THIS, T DON'T .

THINK T'LL HAVE TIME TO WRITE AN EPILOGUE ABOUT WHAT H#\PPENE

WITH THE COUPLE IN THE STORY. SOB SOB.
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i TIME FOR LUNCH!
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[ AL RIGHT Guys! | WEPNESDAY

4
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|LET'S 6O EAT! MAN, "|

f'l"‘E- S0 HOT TODAY!

. THE SUN 1S JUST

\ EEﬁ.ﬂNG POWN ON
My

chaife

chaiter

BUT FOR NOW, I'M SITTING IN THE
BROKEN CHAIR INSTEAD




.. ...l-lli-l......
_\ Qo B T..ﬁ_T W_G_EEVU il ...t.\ .
uleﬁym_m fumuENERA ' ol
ST $3E2EQek8 \
FoW . - FOE e
ff FQ S . ‘w
-M.H T — .\ £ : .“
T TN W P
= ﬂmww ; oy S \ﬂ.ﬁ. e B S
WHMW _ Sy s B T §- T3 —k
..mm = . _f?, S - ...J.f..,.nd.l.,.:..m J = m ﬁ [ty ll. .
7 - = _ ..I| - .......fzz ) |t ™ : . ..
| | R a | o .
./; = [ [ ] ..\__ - h\\ . \ ., VT..WY.F \..

H-HEY WHAT
| ARE YOU DOING
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* ) HEY Guys! 4
+ | IT'SLKE
VoL MURAYAMA 1S |
' . His WIFE, |
o . SAVNG HIS |
7 SEAT AND

{ PHEW. OH, |

' s |

YAMALCH, |

HE'S 50 ||
coot! i

HE
APOLOGIZED
TO ME, AND -
AFTERWARDS
e B EELL
ASLEEP ON
MY TRAN ¢
< i1 RIDE MOME

Y

g SN SITINTHAT |

b N e CHAIR! T THINK |

S g \I BROKE IT, S0 |
YOU SHOULD

: \ : 'I ’- A f 3 .'I . L

S sIT
it | ELSEWHERE.
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-
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/ HAHA ALL RIGHT, ALL
! RIGHT. T'LL FIND
| ANCTHER CHAIR. BUT
| YOU SHOULDN'T &IT
IN THIG BROKEN i
CHAIR EITHER, OKAY? |

WEDNESDAY * / 2 s



I 'h_”
GUESS - x‘&'
U*i %L‘ N
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MOVE
| 6EATS
THEN

WAE HE
REAVING MY
LIPS JUST NOW?Y
THAT WAS

DH I Wﬂ.E I \
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ITFOR A "/ ™

MOMENT

/ Y YOURE IN My |
ﬁJn SEAT. (THIS
SEEMS
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- AND THANK N,
Y You,FOR |
GIVING ME SO | HEY,

| MUCH GUIDANCE, |

N cLassicaL  YAMALUCHIT | T\

P! LITEL?;ET:;RE ' HAPPY ‘o \L\fi

/ b : ! =
[ voure Q BlrthAY:
{ SWEET, WE

[T HAVE ©

|| CLASSICAL .

| ¥ LITERATLIRE
| AGAIN TODAY,
| DON'T WE?

! YOU BROUGHT
ME A PRESENT,
RIGHT,
F MUKAIYAMA?
JUST LIKE A
PROPER WIFE
WOULD?

WHY IS HE WHISTLING
LIKE THAT?




THINK OF
ITAS AN\
APOLOGY |

FOR
BREAKING |
MY GEAT

' 6OING TO |
| TAKE My |
| ENGLISH - |/
| NOTES |
| FOR ME. } s
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ALL RIGHT, N
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WITH
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FROM LAST :
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SOMEHOW T FEELE LIKE

GUY'S
HAND
TOUCHING : o

MINE

MAYBE T'LL
PLAY A LITTLE
PRANK ON
HIM
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AND IT WAS THEN | o~/ /
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EVEN THOUGH HE'S A BULLY L B
THERE'S SOMETHING GENTLE IN HIS FACE

\ |
it | \/ /|| AND SOMETHING SO LOVING ABOUT HIS WHISTLE




\f} ﬁ\\r

N BUYING ONE FOR |,

\ ME T007 AREN'T ||

il Yo LUCKY, BUYING i

,-;;.;_.. /1 MY BREAD FOR ME ||
s A AND TAKING MY
| NOTES!

?

VR

HEY, HURRY ﬂff.hﬁ
UP, OR THERE |a s .
WON'T BE ANY (®*

BREAD LEFT IN 'e s -
\THE CJAFETERIAI" .

/,f FOR US! ]
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TO GRAB MY
\ WALLET!!
s
h . * . !7' 1|l / -~
o/ 8 e 0% ﬁa{
‘ -" e .\\"- ,,-". ‘-.
." ! * You Have " /?”gf?ziﬂ ‘étﬁ_‘ ‘“\ "= 1‘?/# L-'
Uil Jﬁ'*“ N Hemey, ToONT |
Y y \'\‘1 RV T eayTwas e
| I L H ..i 4 ‘..:::. ‘\
|\ BROUGHT ;j_ - [/ d Gﬂiﬁﬁﬂﬁ DO/ o
ENCLUGH |é '- e | / gy
eee® MONEY TO |-y . "'|_, i
osCOVER -
...l M“."EELF J Lo e Al{
"" H‘ OH, 50 THEN
IT'S TOTALLY e
I MEAN, IF ) : TELLING ME |S...
,,,,,, vou THiNk || Ko

an ABOUT IT, |
:-'*a-‘%.fwﬂww rs YOU SHOULD |
WY LE DOING  BE BUYING
R THIS To, ME TWO OR
| mer | THREE PIECES |
: | OF BREAD.

BREAKING
I FECPLE'S CHAIRS
| AND NOT REFAY
THEM FOR THE
HASSLE.
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\ '@ HEY WIFEY!
HELP HIM
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WE
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-JUST GO /
WHATEVER /7
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e ? 'll
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SHUT Up Ill'
- AND GO
Away! |

]
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1 ""‘j 50 I DON'T
NEED TO 60...

HEY, '.
AREN'T [ "._|\,

-'| YOU GDING I'I.P
[ TOTHE | [

ALREADY ATE
LUNCH TODAY,

(SORRY!)



L 1 YOU'RE
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: | YOU'RE //
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HE 5A HA 2 WITH? | o MEANWHILE ##
. g 1 o ¥

WAS GOING | ffff’ SLRELY NOT | e ln :
HOME /171 T THAT SUPER

ALONE ||  fuieor,  PLAN, & L o
twitet, DESPERATE i
e GIRL. ) l ®

|
7NN Ed
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L . HEY LET'S PUT ON

== \ SOME 'LIPQTIGK=
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HAMA

YEAH LET'S DO [T!



J AT LEssT
! THIS TIAE 1
THEY AREN'T
TEASHE HE,
i THEYERE !

s
b oTakms
.-f-E‘n.?' T THE |,

I""’\'. |\
|\““'

fj.

i OH,
AND |
2| WHY | YOUu CAN'T |

\NOT? DO THAT! (A

THEY'RE GOING
TO HAVE THEIR
FINGERS
PRICKED?! NO
WAY!

FOR BLOOD?! THERE' 5
NO WAY SOMEONE COLLD

CONVINCE ME TO DO ".
THAT, EVEN IF T &GOT TO |

WALK IN THE WOOD'S

WITH SOMEONE AS

POPLLAR AS HAYASHI (T |
DEFINITELY WOLLDN'T

. Z
m Ul YOU HEARY THEY

" YOU MEAN, THEY'RE |- |
ALLOWING mms&wss”
TO PRICK THEIR FINGERS YEAH

,/

<

{ BOTH HAVE TO 6O TO
GIVE BLOOD SAMPLES
IN ORDER TO BE
ELIGIBLE FOR THAT
| ENTRANCE EXAM AT
| THE NEW EXCLUSIVE
ACADEMY .
O IsN'T
SHE LUCKY? GETTING
TO WALK WITH |
\ YAMALCHI LIKE THAT. /

4 f GNNG 3 / %f
| PRESENT | Ll

.\.

SERIOUS!

| Y=Y-You &
CANT BE '

L TONIGHT TO GIVE HIM MY
%, SPECIAL "SOMETHING®, IF [ _\//
YOU CATCH My DRIFT.  j-==\ |

T THINK I'D JUST GIVE
ABCUT ANYTHING TO DO
WHATEVER YAMALICH!
WANTED. T WAS EVEN
THINKING OF GETTING
CLOSE ENCLGH TO HIM

[ HEY, ISN'T TODAY YAMAUCHI'S |

BIRTHDAY? ARE YOU GLIYS |

GOING OUT TO CELEBRATE?
. NO, WE AREN'T. DO YOU HAVE |

ANYTHING PLANNED? [/

’ BUT NO MATTER f
WHAT, T WON'T GIVE/

| IN TO YAMALICHI.
| WON'T START
| HAVING FEELINGS
© FORHIM! 7
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HE'S A
GOOD-LOOKING, K

V' THOUGHTFUL, | A‘wou*vlu
' SWEETAND | O o kvoatgi i)
MYSTERIOUS |Yﬁgﬂg{fw { E;A. Yl o
Eﬁnu?ﬁoﬁﬁ HE GR‘%”’EED! ETE:{E-";E.'/ ON T OF
) TEASES ME A | e KNOW THAT
LOT. i | ' ,\
\,/ | I'M ONLY ™
I TEASING?! |
| i
IIII. /IIJII
.‘\H_A .
" .
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| HEY! HOW COME NO ONE

| 1S SYAING THAT T'M

« SUPER-THOUGHTFLL AND

KIND? THAT'S TOTALLY
LAME!

T ey ARG - %
-, /' You sHouLp ' YOUNG GIELEa.;z. OH GOD... YOU CAN \

1) C\ ,-/ 1| i I i § I
AN [ HEY | ey e o | SOGTE HEAR THAT GIRL'S |
£ |1 e e fe8. S THAT || SHRILL VOICE EVEN |

\ " THROUGH THE |
\ _ /s | BATHROOM WALLS
seflls Ao i ST ol 7\ P

k]

/ 1 I\ WIFE! SHE
| JusT | | T‘Eﬂ‘{r | | ALREADY SOUNDS e
\MET... || THA | S4LIKE ONE! HAHA!

_r”.’-vJ T

.| JusT sTOP IT! |
WHY ARE YOU |
TRYING TO MAKE |
ME FEEL THIS /
WAY? T'M NOT 7
USUALLY LIKE [

THIS!

.- ITSs A
| BECAUSE '
R [ yYOU LOOK |
| LIKE A DRAB.
oo |
HOUSEWIFE!,

!

\‘\x ,,/JL .. & d
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AN
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. sAY |
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50 STUPID
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SAMPLES WILL INCLUDE A |
MEARTING TEST!AS WELL AS
"’reTI-IE BLOOD DRAWING, 50

\ m; PLEASE BE PREPARED.

THE NEXT!

._/':I I _.
I / ‘GRADE LEVEL
h

WE ARE | :
{. COLLECTING /Y.
: TO BEGIN, THOSE aﬁ ) T BLoop | | ;
YOU WHO ARE === “"SAMPLES FOR', -
i PARTICIPATING' MUST SUBMIT " THE ELITE
r 1O TAKE THE EXAM. TODAY'S EXAMS FOR
|
|

I DIPN'T THINK. TORAY
COULD GET ANY WORSE,
WITH THAT HORRIBLE BOY

TEASING ME SO MUCH

MAN, T JUST DON'T WANT TO BE HERE ANYMORE TODAY

WELL, I
GUESS
TS ALL

ITs JUET LrKE T y"_-- L
THOUGHT. A JERKLIKE ! |
HiM WOLILDN'T LGOK JAT
SOMEONE LIKE ME,. E*JEH

IF T/WAS.THE LAST::
PERSON IN THE ! WORL
HE'S. .50 MEAN /AND,
THDUGHTLEEE ]

\LOOKAT: ME?END“

WHEN I L@@K'é
/%‘L H|M HE JUE

TURN‘S‘[HIE FA
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Y HEY mMukAYAma,
' BE SURE YOU KEEP |
' YOUR HANDS
STEADY. I DON'T
WANT TO FEEL
ANYTHING WHEN
YOU PRICK MY
FINGER. (LOOKS

LIKE T MAY REALLY

BECOME A NURSE) );'
e

I
% b omedd

/"'----_ﬂ_\_\-\-\x\

JALL RIGHT, h

/ LADIES WHO \ |

{ WANT TO BE

| NURSES, PLEASE |

| DRAWTHE |

. BLOOD OF YOUR

. PARTNER FOR
THE EXAM! |

"‘-.{THAT*5 HARDD
OH! ™. ;

SOMEHOW, HIS HAND IS S0
WARM AND FAMILIAR

MY HAND |S

SHAKING
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L HE's | YEAM
} N | UsUALLY :. BABY!
SO QUIET!

le AND ] |f
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> ) <LOH, WHAT
S K_jﬁ?fs'i DONE?!

| B i
) IR
SHE'S 50 [YAMAGLCHI - \e
SWEET,) his suice 4| & | WANT 2y
KISSING H“{l wILD .sru;f! | e
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o ANovING Y
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QYOLIRE
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| WAIT 10 GO HOME.
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seribble
seribble

' -if;ff,HEY, IF YOU
| or aNYTHING

DO SOMETHING? |

" DON'T HAVE
ANY CHORES

AFTER THIS, DO
YOU WANNA GO J

VAGREED TO,GON}
-OUT -WITHHIM

: TURN IT INTO'A

AN

—-'"‘\;P'N i

SOMEWHERE,
HE'LLJUST .

JOKE ON Mg

et

DRI'GINAL_LFPUELIEHED IN
DECEMBER 1988

NAKAYOSH|,




' FOR THE |

NASTY

THINGS |

SAID
EARLIER

- | ALEO FIXED THE
P,
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WANT IT

.. CHAIR U
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SORRY, WEDNESDAY

THE TITLE OF THIS STORY WAS SPECIAL TO ME, BECAUSE WHEN
I WAS A FRESHMAN IN HIGH SCHOOL, T USED TO KNOW A GLY
s . LIKE YAMAUCHI. HE WAS A GREAT CLASSMATE AND IN THE
s e L. g BRASS BAND WITH ME, ALWAYS WHISTLING SIMON AND
e GARFUNKEL. HE WAS UNFORGETTABLE. WHEN T BECAME A
Jv e .. SGOPMOMORE, THEY SEPARATED OUR CLASSES BY GENDER, 50 I
¢ 1 DIDN'T GET TO SEE HIM MUCH ANYMORE. WHEN T DID SEE HIM, T
USED TO ACT LIKE THE GIRL FROM THIS MANGA AROLIND HIM.

EMBARASSING.

UP LINTIL HE GRADUATED FROM COLLEGE, HE USED TO COME
BACK FROM SCHOOL FOR VACATIONS AND DRAW LITTLE MANGA
SHORTS FOR EVERYONE. OF COLIRSE, THAT WAS LONG BEFORE
I STARTED TO DRAW MANGA OF MY OWN DURING VACATION
TIME. WHEN YAMAUCHI WAS IN COLLEGE, HE TUTORED ME IN
CLASSICAL LITERATURE FOR ALMOST TWO YEARS. T JUST KEPT
THINKING, “MAN, THAT'S 50 AWFUL!" AND I USED TO STUDY 50
HARD TOO! WELL, T GUESS YOU CAN'T BE THE BEST AT
EVERYTHING. HE LATER BECAME A PROFESSOR OF ANCIENT
TEXTS AND CLASSICAL LITERATURE, AND I USED TO TEASE HIM
FOR BEING A REGULAR DANDY. OF COURSE, WHEN I SAW HIM
YEARS LATER, T STARTED GOING ON WALKS WITH HIM AND
NOTICED THAT HE WASN'T THE UPTIGHT PROFESSOR AT ALL.
CAFTER ALL, THIS GUY WAS AN EXPERT ON WORLD LITERATURE;
HE WAS TOO EDUCATED TO BE A JERK!) WE STARTED TO
REALLY ENJOY EACH OTHER'S COMPANY, BUT SUDDENLY HAD TO i 1118
PART WAYS AGAIN. T WONDER IF T'LL SEE HIM AROCUND A et
COLLEGE CAMPUS AT SOME POINT AGAIN IN THE FUTLIRE? 1ol




I HAPPENED TO BUMP INTO HIM SHORTLY AFTER
THIS PIECE WAS PLUBLISHEDR, AND MAN, T WAS
EMBARRASSED. THE ONLY THING I COULD SAY TO
HIM ABOUT THE WHOLE THING WAS “T'M SORRY!

BUT, NOW THAT SO MANY YEARS HAVE PASSED AND
ALL T'M REALLY KNOWN FOR NOWADAYS |S "SAILOR
MOON", T HAVEN'T HEARD A WORD ABOUT ANY OF
MY OTHER WORKS FROM ANYONE, SO MAYEE NOW
I'M IN THE CLEAR WITH THIS &UY, HAHA. AND HEY,
IF YOU'RE READPING THIS AND YOU'RE STILL ANGRY
WITH ME, I'M SORRY! STILL SO SORRY! T KNOW
WHAT T DID, MAKING MY SCHOCOL GIRL FEELINGS
FOR YOU PUBLIC, WAS TOTALLY NOT AMUSING, BUT
T COULDN'T HELP MYSELF. I'M A SELFISH GIRL,
AND THE MANGA REAPERS JUST FOUND MY
CRAZINESS INTERESTING.

apanease. griff flour for bread per captin

ANYWAY, WHEN IT COMES TO BEING AN AUTHOR
(OH, WHAT A FUNNY WORD TO CALL SOMEONE WHO
WRITES MANGAL, YOU REALLY DO END UP PLUTTING
A VERY PERSONAL PIECE OF YOURSELF IN ALL OF
YOUR WORKS. T THINK THIS LITTLE SHORT STORY

OF MINE |S A PRIME EXAMPLE OF THAT. IN
PARTICULAR, T TEND TO PUT A LOT OF MYSELF INTO
MY WORK, 50 [T'Sé VERY PERSONAL, NOT ONLY FOR
MYSELF, BUT ALSO FOR ALL OF THE FECPLE WHO
HAVE TOUCHED AND INSPIREDR ME OVER THE YEARS.

I DON'T MEAN TO START ANY FIGHTS WITH MY
. WORK THOUGH (THAT WAS NEVER MY INTENTION!)
BUT THE THING |5, IF T STOPPED PUTTING MYSELF
INTO MY WORK, T THINK THE QUALITY OF WHAT T

PRODUCE WOULD REALLY SUFFER. '
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AND THERE YOU HAVE IT: THE EXCUSES OF A TIRED,
OVERWORKED MANGA CREATOR. WELL, AT LEAST
MAYBE T'VE BEEN ABLE TO SHARE A PART OF
MYSELF WITH ALL OF ¥YOU OUT THERE READING AT
HOME. IT'S SURREAL TO ME TO THINK ABOUT [T,
AND T KIND OF MAKES ME FEEL GUILTY FOR BEING
A BlG OF AN EXHIBITIONIST. BUT THAT'S MY JOE,
EVEN THOUGH YOU WOULDN'T THINK OF THAT AS
BEING AN ASPECT RIGHT AWAY. T GUESS IT'S JUST
A NATURAL CONSEGUENCE OF MY LINE OF WORK.
T'M SURE EVENTUALLY T'LL LINDERSTAND HOW
EVERYTHING I DO FITS TOGETHER SOMEDAY, HAHA.
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JUST THE OTHER DAY, A NEW TEAM MATE WAS

ADDED TO MY ASSISTANT'S GROLP, AND IT WAS

EASY TO SEE WHY SHE WAS CHOSEN. SHE WAS

HILARIOUS! AND SHE REALLY UNPERSTOOD MY
STYLE. BUT THE TRUTH 15, NOW THAT T'M
BEGINNING TO INTERNALIZE HER ADDPITION, T

KEEP LOCKING AT MYSELF AND NOTICING THAT

MAYBE I CAN'T KEEP UIP BEING AN ARTIST AND

A WRITER FOREVER.

AND THEN T THOUGHT, WELL, I CAN ALWAYS
STAY YOUNG WITHIN THE WORLD T CREATE IN
MY COMICS! AND T WAS PRETTY SATISFIED WITH
MYSELF FOR INVENTING SUCH A WILD EXCUSE...

BUT WOLILDN'T THAT BE GREAT? IF I COLLD
REALLY JUST LIVE IN THE WORLDS T CREATED,
I'D BE SO HAPPY. FOR ONE THING, T'D ALWAYS
BE YOUNG. I'D LIVE ON THE CUTTING EDGE AND

LIFE WOULD NEVER GET BORING. AND
NAKAYOSHI WOUILD SELL EVERYTHING T WROTE
FOREVER AND EVER.

BUT ANYWAY, ENOUGH OF MY RAMBLING. THANK
YOU FOR READING MY WORK EVEN AFTER ALL
THESE YEARS. THE CONTENT OF WHAT I WORK

ON NOW MaY HAVE CHANGED, BUT T'M STILL
THE SAME PERSON INSIDE. PESPITE MY FAME.
(WELL...MAYBE...) ANYWAYS - LATER!

1994.11.23 NACKO TAKEUCHI



