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“Casablanca Memories”

while werking on this story. [ used to
go to this restaurant at the Shiba
Park Hotel with the anime voice
actresses for some after—work
refreshments. (Aow, [ don't really go
Here anymore. Sad.) Anyuway., next
to the restaurant there were these
beautiful white blooms out in frond
of a Fflower shop, and Mitsuishi
Kotone, the voice actress for Sailor
Moo, exclaimed, “lwWow! (What
beawtitul lillies!”

Suddenly. Sailor Sars’ voice actress.
Tomizawa Michie, piped wup: “Shose
are called Casablanca Lillies.
They're my all time favorite. Aren't
they just lovely?” H was at +hat
moment i decided i would make rei's ||
favorite Fflower be +the Casablancaf
Lilly, and the +itle of this short story |
was born. :

Anyuay, this story is a b nestalgic
since H takes place when rei isfi
first getting to know Usagi and the
others. A lot of the story is mature fil
and was modeled after Tomizawa
Michie's image. So to me, this story
is  especially sentimental and
something [ looked forward to writing

[ hope that it will end up being onf
TV in animated form, someday. likej:
a few of the other short stories|:
which became so popular. Alsof
Zoisite makes a small appearance iny
Hiis ene. Enjoy tHhat! The Fourf
Generals are still such popular)
characters. even though thew
haven't been on TV or in the
series for a while. so [ thought i'd
revisit +hem a bit while the
opportunity was presented.

Bey, | sure do hope they make -Hw'.
short story into an animation/
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REIl, | SEE YOU
ON THE 8US
EVERYDAY

MY COUSIN &0ES TO
T.A. ACADEMY WITH
YOU, AND SHE TOLD

ME WHEN YOUR

BIRTHDAY WAS

| THOUSHT ABOUT IT
FOR A LONG TIME, AND
I'VE DECIDED TO
FINALLY &0 AHEAD et
AND &IVE YOU RED
POSES, SINCE THEY
ARE PERFECT FOR YOU

NOW THAT |
THINK AROUT IT,
PEl, | DIDN'T
KNOW IT WAS
YOUR BIRTHDAY!
YOU NEVER TOLD

OHH, | HOPE THAT
SOMEDAY | GET A

gl& BUNCH OF us!
POSES FROM A
HANDSOME AND HAPPY .
MYSTERIOLIS MAN BIRTHDAY!

LIKE YOU RElf!

SAYS HERE THAT
MEET WITH YOU

/
) ﬁ‘snw THAT!

)

3 0\

% BWAHA, | {

WORAH! PEI, IT
HE WANTS TO
PRIVATELY!!




SERIOUSLY, .
YOU DON'T "
LIKE BOYS d IF | THOUSHT IT WAS IMPORTANT, |
HOW CAN WHAT THE ] | WOLULD HAVE TOLD YOU ABOUT IT.
ANYONE HECKD & BESIDES, | DON'T WANT PRESENTS
NOT BE LIKE THIS, | HAVE NO INTEREST IN

8OY i BOYS AT ALL.

/ WELL, S8HE DOESNT
| PEALLY TALK ABOUT
HERSELF VERY MUCH AT / \l
ALL, AND ON TOP OF |
- THAT SHE 6OES TO A |
i~ "5, DIFFERENT | [ YOUKNOW, | DON'T
'SCHOOL...THERE'S ALOT | THINK WE'VE EVER
WE DON'T KNOW ABOUT / SEEN REI ACT THIS

< NN HER. /Qfgﬁﬂﬁﬁ__
#‘ -I.'. -
\ \

OH, RElf




A PRESENT HAS

s Y
¢ [ Y
&;’-’F“\*‘)Every year, the &}le/ _' A
Eﬂ_{\_l thing...a white dress R RS
r

B

FROM YOUR
FATHER

o

m & .l

THANK YOU, | SHALL
TREASLURE IT.

HAPPY BIRTHOAY!
WE'VE BROLIGHT A

\ 7

: WHAT A BEALI- Q: THIS MUST BE THE
TIFUL SOUND FIRST TIME RPEI HAS

21| THIS MUsIC EVER RECEIVED A
. |BOX MAKES... PRESENT FROM
k. FRIENDS BEFORE.

E ) "IN
e WwWOwW, THOSE WHITE /qu)f‘"’

i | LILLIES SURE ARE ——bd
s PRETTY! -




THEY'RE MY
FAVORITE
FLOWER
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ARE CALLED
CASABLANCAS
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~ OH PEI, THE
CAR IS HERE
FOR YOU, IT'S
Just
ACROSS THE
STREET

REI'S FATHER IS
A VERY 8USY
POLITICIAN,
AND HE'S
RARELY EVER
HOME

YOU SEE, EVERY
YEAR, CEI'S
FATHER COMES
TO TAKE HER OUT
TO DINNER FOR
HER BIRTHDAY

oo
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EVER SINCE HER

MOTHER DIED, REI
HAS HAD A PEALLY
HARD TIME GETTING

ALONG WITH HER

FATHER, AND SO
SHE CAME TO LIVE
AT THE SHRINE WITH

ME INSTEAD

REI CAN'T
STAND HER
FATHER




YOUR FATHER

S IS WAITING
: JUST OVER
> SiR, PEI HAS THERE FOR
; - N ARRIVED.,

RS
o Vi 41
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REl, YOU LOOK SO MLCH
LIKE YOUR MOTHER, WEARING
THAT WHITE DRESS

IT SURE HAS BEEN A
WHILE SINCE THE LAST
TIME WE'VE SEEN EACH
OTHER. YOU PEALLY DO
LOOK LIKE YOUR
MOTHER.

ITS
ASTON-
ISHING
HOW

LOOK




YOUR FATHER

S IS WAITING
: JUST OVER
> SiR, PEI HAS THERE FOR
; - N ARRIVED.,
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REl, YOU LOOK SO MLCH
LIKE YOUR MOTHER, WEARING
THAT WHITE DRESS

IT SURE HAS BEEN A
WHILE SINCE THE LAST
TIME WE'VE SEEN EACH
OTHER. YOU PEALLY DO
LOOK LIKE YOUR
MOTHER.

ITS
ASTON-
ISHING
HOW

LOOK




' | GUESS IT WAS A
&000D IDEA TOO,
SINCE THE NAME

OF THE MUSIC BOX
IS THE SAME AS
OuR HOTEL'S: THE

"RAIN TREE'

i DID YOU COME
HERE LAST YEAR
WITH MR. KAIDOU
FOR YOUR
BIRTHDAY

INSIDE THAT LAMP
THERE'S ACTUALLY A
MUSIC 8OY, IT
LOOKS LIKE ITS
&0INE TO BE A
POPLLAR ITEM AFTER
THE DEPARTMENT
DECIDED TO PUT IT
ON DISPLAY HERE

FLUNNY,

AS A

TODAY ...

SO IT'S A
‘RAIN TREE',
YOU sAY..

= [l —

YOU ENOW IT'S

TO RECEIVE THAT
VERY SAME ITEM

| HAPPENED

PRESENT

SINCE YOU
COULDN'T
COME, IT

WAS JUST
THE TWO

OF Uus




/
[ ONCE AGAIN IT'S
I YOUR BIRTHDAY

| PEI, WHAT WOLLD

't
L YouLKeFOR

When [ was young, he used to come and visit us at

home alot, and even after mama died, he still came

to the shrine from time to time to check up on me.

In a way, he’s always been like a big brother to me,
always so kind and understanding...

WHAT ARE THOSE
HU&E
WHITE LILLIES>
THEY'RE SO

BEAUTIFLL..

| AND | THINK THE
WHITE ONES
SUIT You




WELL, | WOULD | emmmas
NEVER WANT A K =~
DAUSHTER OF MINE N~ ©
TO FEEL AS ALONE. {\

AS YOU DO [N

YOU'RE PROB-
ABLY &0OINE TO
FOLLOW IN MY ANYWAY

FATHER'S
FOOTSTERS
AND BECOME A
POLITICIAN TOO

RIGHT?

ME.
KAICOU

EVERYONE IS
SAYING THAT
SOMEDLY

| GUESS | FEEL LIKE | YOU'LL

HAVEN'T REALLY BECOME HIS
NOR DO | EROWN LIP YET, SO | REPLACEMENT
THINK I'LL DON'T THINK I'LL EVER
EVER MARRY. REALLY BECOME A

........ d POLITICIAN

S PREFER TO LIVE
7 | 9uUsT THE WAY |
AM NOW, | THINK
I'LL STAY THIS
WAY FOREVER.

o e
&l {pAIR OF-.
Ny
i Y N YOU AND | ARE
nywy N JUST THE
E 3 - SAME

/

L

F/ | i, A




..................................

: Even though...I just wanted
to forget about them.

It's been such a long time since
ilast saw Mr. Kaidou near that
florist shop, I guess seeing him
again is bringing back old
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MORE RAIN...MAN,

IT'S SO DARK AND
eLOOMY OUT, THIS
KIND OF WEATHER
ALWAYS MAKES ME

THINK ABOUT MY OLD
BOYFRIEND

OH WOW, THAT'S
ONE OF THOSE
RAIN TREE MUSIC
BOXES! | HAVE
ONE TOO. |
REALLY LOVE ITS

AWWW MAN,
? ITS THE
g START OF
= NG : / MONSOON
Fiig, "W SEASON
z ' £ ALREADY?

IN TIMES LIKE \
I THIS, | JUST CANT
Wl | CONCENTRATE ON
an| MY HOMEWORK...

' H T
[
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THE MELODY REALLY IS //_-\/

LOVELY..MAKES YOU
THINK ABOUT THE PAST,
SO NOSTALSIC AND

L ie SENTIMENTAL...

SEASON,
DOES MONSOON gy

SEASON USUALLY
MAKE PEOPLE THIS
eLOOMY AND
SENTIMENTAL?

WOW, IT LOOKS LIKE JUST
ABOUT EVERYONE HAS
20OUEHT ONE OF THOSE RAIN
TREES LIKE WE &0T FOR REL
THE MUSIC IT MAKES REALLY
DOES SUIT THIS SEASON
PERFECTLY...

| MAY BE A MOM THESE
DAYS, BUT [ DID HAVE




OH, HEY REI
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| CAN'T BELIEVE
PEOPLE ARE OUT
WALKING ARPOUND LIKE "
IT'S AN ORDINARY DAY
EVEN THOUEH IT'S
POURING 2AIN

IT'S BEEN RAINING FOR
SO MANY DAYS NOW,
MY PLANTS AT HOME
i ARE STARTING TO
SUFFER, SO | THOUGHT
1 I'D BETTER COME TO
BUY SOME SUPPLE-
MENTS FOR THEM

IT'S KIND OF DEPRESSING,
MAKES YOU FOCUS ON ALL
OF YOUR EMOTIONS AND

MALKES YOU THINK ON ALL

VO OLE: MENCIRIES: IT'S THE SOLIND OF THAT
'RAIN TREE’ AGAIN. EVERY-
WHERE | 6O | KEEP HEARING
IT, EVERYONE HAS ONE
NOW. THE MELODY IS KIND
OF SAD, DON'T [YOU THINK?

YEAH, |
HEKNOW WHAT
YOU MEAN.




YOU SAID YOU'VI
HAD AN
UNREQUITED
LOVE BEFORE,

LOOKS LIKE
YOU AND |
ARE KINDRED
SPIRITS

}
A
\

il - N

SHOULD

&0 INSIDE

THIS PLACE
FOR A WHILE?

YOU KNOW,
COME TO THINK
OF IT, YOU AND [
HAVE NEVER
REALLY HAD A
CONVERSATION
BEFORE

"
&

" YOU AND | AE |
- KINDRED SPIRITS |

P THAT'S
EWHAT | SAID
i TOHIM, °
{BACK THEN..:. [,

OUT OF Us
WO &IRLS, HE
ENDED UP NOT
PICKINGS ME

YEAH, HE WAS A
FRIEND OF MINE.
ME AND THIS
OTHER &leL LIKED

HiM

| THOUSHT THAT
BECAUSE OUT OF
THE TWO OF US
&IRLS, SINCE |
WAS CLOSER TO
THE &LY, HE'D
PICK ME 8UT IT
DION'T TURN OUT
THAT WAY.




It wasn't too long
after that incidident
that I happened to
see him on my way
mJB from school

o
" And for the first time, I saw \ -
him make a face I'd never 7’_\ i
seen him make in public - —
before. y/ ¥,
; |

Just then, I suddenly

I couldn't
knew exactly what was = . (i R R T e
i eacuse really, :
going on. / Tic Tactoity was seeing him, the guy who had
ever made that always f“ﬂtf]e time for
face for me me in the past.
before

% - g
E...1111 1 Bl THOUGHT YOU AND
ES £ HE WERE GETTING
=3 S 1O 8E FRIENDS, WHAT ABOUT
HE'S MY NUMEBER ONE &Y Z- - - - - . - - - ZTHAT YOU AND HIM MP. KAIDOU?
IN THE NAGATA DISTRICT, SO - - ' * 7 "

=. .. ...... SWERE BEEINNING TO
| HAVE FAITH IN HIM. = -..-.-. . EREALLY HIT IT OFF.

*NASATA IS THE NAME OF ONE
OF TOKYO'S DISTRICTS, SIMILAR

TO MANHATTAN IN NEW YORK —160—
CITY



HE'S DECIDED
TO eET
MARRIED, TOO.
THE DAUGHTER
OF THE HEAD
OF THE
DEMOCRATIC
LIBERAL PARTY,

THE TWO OF

THEM ARE A
PERFECT

MATCH.

It's the theme to tllqt I
‘Casablanca’™. \'§

Do YOu
MIND IF |
PLAY ITZ

o
71~

You know, in Spanish, the
word ‘Casablanca’ means

THAT
SHE'S THE
DALGHTER
OF
MINISTER
HINO, OF
THE
LEMO-
CRATIC
LIBERAL

NOTE: IN THE MOVIE ‘CASA- * NOTE: THEY ARE REFERENCING A

BLANCA', THE PROTAGONIST a0 PEAL JAPANESE POLITICAL PARTY,
TELLS HIS TALE IN A HOTEL I 6 b= THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY, BUT

SETTING, JUST LIKE REI IS HERE. HAVE CHANGED AROUND THE ORDER
IT IS ALSO SOMETHING OF A OF THE WORDS

SENTIMENTAL LOVE STORY.



I wonder why it's making me
feel so very melancholy..I The ‘Rain Tree...it reall}f isa

» really don’t understand why
: I'm feeling this way.

sentimental tune.

fThis pliceis ol

COME ON,

Weird. [ wonder
wh}r I felt so stuffy

. and gross in there?
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B

THERE HAVE BEEN SO
MANY PEOPLE CALLING
IN ARSENT FROM
SCHOOL BECALISE OF
THE RAIN THAT MY
SCHOOL IS CLOSED

FOR THE DAY

| LOVE
STAYING
AT HOME,

Lke s | @

/,
/

/

WELL, WHAT-
EVER IS &0INE
ON, IT SURE IS
WEIRD THAT IT
KEEPS RAINING

LIKE THIS

“ALL ACROSS THE

UES, THE CAUSE
OFSUCH ABNORMALLY
HEAVY RAIN REMAINS

COUNTRY, THE DOWN-|
POUR OF RAIN CONTIN—4-=

i ft's makiﬁg me a bit
|| irritated, to be
honest

mg me ever}where

201

KINO MAKOTO |

Df'hj DOHj

' fy ljspla:ﬂng again

That Ram Tree' song

?"”"/ ON RAINY DAYS

LIKE THIS, |
THINK I'M
BETTER OFF
i JUST STAYING
INSIDE, | CAN'T
WAIT TO GET
J HOME

i
. ;@
Especially after
Olr co mrersaho\% [
about un.requlte
(] [ :_Ij“lL E]||_ love and all that

* IN JAPAN, THE MONSOON SEASON
GENERALLY 1S DURING THE SUMMER
MONTHS AND EVEN DURING RAIN
STORMS TEMPERATURES CAN PEACH UP
TO 90 DESREES FAHRENHEIT. PRETTY

NASTY WEATHER.
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bet I\r‘fakoto would
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evil'spirit? s AN
Zrankead] B

- have bee: aky}g\
';_hé}?_-;_ﬁ,h_ll_.b}ter.thq._ ity,

| | making everyone /-
| Imeélanchioly and sad. !

VAN /
|

\1 ! .-H ,.-f

Get a hold of
yourself, Rei!

b




DEIMOS, HEY
YOUI'RE BOTH
SOAKING WET

I’WA& IN THE '
NEIGHBOR-
HOOD

50 | i
THOLIGHT | D
STOP 8Y -‘ {

[\ YOuR FATHER
\ ENTRUSTED
ME- WITH THE
" TASK OF

BIVING THIS
%ﬁ(“ TO YOU

THIS BOOK THAT Ij- M-
FOLIND REALLY 1S-

A WONDERFLL

READ

¥YOou
| LALWAYS
HAVE TO

AM | STILL
JUST A
CHILD TO




YOUR FATHER
INSTRUCTED ME | | | |
TO...AND OF [ [t
COLRSE, | | l
COLILON'T |
PEFLISE HIS

H S0 YOU'RE
. GOINE TO

BECOME A
POLITICIAN LIKE

| HEAR THAT
YOU'RE
SETTING

MARRIED, IS

THAT RIGHT?

MY FATHER
AFTER ALL,
AREN'T YOU?

YOuR
CHILOREN
WILL BE
JUST AS
LUNHAPPY
4AS HIS
ARE

I'LL HAVE
ANY KIDS

' G’ Voo AT we bhadied

spirits, aren't we?

| | |
SHF YOU &0 INTO THE WORLD
1-OF POLITICS, IF YOU REALLY t .

. | ARE GOING TO FOLLOW IN | | BANK N
My FATHEQ&-FOOTS:TE/ AR




; i R R ...uzu.”f”..r.
e e e
S iy e
.«..Mwm.,wrfv.»au.ms.mwh.reviw -

e RA“’\-SQ'}“‘E'_'S‘..
i

e

%
=4
5o
=5
53
=

e
G




A;&f‘fer

HOW DARE
it
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x::k\__ﬂs that the same f AT

s

ISN'T THIS|
MELODY JUST
ENCHANTING?

pianist from the

- restaurant?

e T

What the heck2fy/ //
,_ whats hdf’ /f

R

Y ' TREE, | WAS ABLE
TOCOLLECT THE [rzry . 'taed =c.., oW
 gigantic Rain Tree

y SENTIMENTAL _ P7
1| - |ENERSY OF AL OF Bf7i5 a5 & 72
. youpmfuL  f - o doinghere?!
HUMANS b wmen . A

| AND NOW MY RAIN TREE IS
OVERFLOWING WITH THE

{ NOSTALEIC MEMORIES OF

I HUMANS EVERYWHERE

[
!

PERSON

WA A FOR AS LONG
) AS PEOPLE
IT WILL CONTINUE | /% CONTNLE TO
TO PEEL AWAY AT | 7/ LISTEN, THIS
THEIR EMOTIONS 1/~ /A TREE WILL
LNTIL THEY ARE t\ e CONTINUE TO
LEFT A HOLLOW |+ ({ ABSORR THEIR
SHELL OF A pyLN ENERGY
o




ISN'T IT TRLE THAT
YOU YOLIRSELF
CAN'T EVEN
FOREET YOUR OWN
PAST>

A
..x-p.__.ﬁn.q..w. T .r._....

ye = .”...,w..\...

~ 4T

=

[
H“""-\-

S5TOP CONFLSING
ME LIKE THIS!

£ YOU KNOW RE
THE TRUTH IS,
PEALLY DO

’ _.A%%,?ﬁ% \

—

Ay

W
..ﬂm,.




2 e, IT IS MY SWORN
o pre e OUTY NOT TO
s SRy DWELL ON MY

MANY TREASLIRES LINITE!
I PURIFY THE SIX 2OOTS OF
PERCEPTION! FLAME, COME
TO ME!

* NOTE: THIS IS A
ROUEH TRANSLATION
OF A VERY FAMOLIS
'PSYCHIC” SHINTO
SPELL (—OAEARES
JTHAT MOST SECLILAR
JAPANESE WOLILD
RPECOEGNIZE

ORISINALLY PUBLISHED IN THE SEPTEMBER,
ISSUE OF PUN BLIN, 1943
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HRMPH. | THOLGHT
I'D COME AND TRY
TO TAKE REVENGE
ON YOU FOR
JADEITE, BUT...

:
z |

i
LA g I:—.‘;“%
DISPERSES i




f 8UT AT THE
L SAME TIME,
i WANTING
EVERYONE
TO FOCUS
ONLY ON
ME

| DON'T WANT
TO BECOME

THAT KIND OF
PERSON

| BELIEVE
THAT IF |
WERE EVER
TO FALL IN
LOVE

I'D 8E JUST
LIKE Him,
PUTTING MY
FATE IN THE
HANDS OF

| SO | WILL MAKE
SURE NEVER TO
FALL IN LOVE

HAVE THE

SAME OBLI-

SATION, THE FOR NOW, |
SAME MIS- DON'T NEED
SION. WE ARE TO BE IN LOVE
ALL KINDRED TO GET ALONE

SPIRITS.




LOOKS LIKE Bl
MONSOON
SEASON IS
FINALLY
OVER, FEELS.‘_E_E

SWIMMING
WITH US>

THIS IS THE A BIFT, FROM | THINK I'D
FIFTH ONE | THE ELEST RATHER STAY
TODAY! SITTING JUST

* k d * Kk Kk ok * kK * *%
) *

sHeesH, IFIT ¥
KEEPS GOING x
ON THIS WAY,
ALL [HAVETO *
DO IS LAY HERE 5
ALL DAY LONE&
AND | CAN DRINK *
AS MUCH AS |
WANT!

%k THE END d %



